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Jace Glick grew up in a small town in Texas, riding horses with 
his grandfathers on their respective cattle operations. That love 
of the ranching lifestyle that defines the backbone of America 
stayed with him and is what drew him to the small-town rodeo 
in Elizabeth. First as a spectator in 1992, he was impressed with 
the action and the perfect setting of the arena. “There is  
something completely magical about the location of the  
Elizabeth Stampede. The majestic mountain views on one side 
and the mature, beautiful pines on all of the others… it is just 
breathtaking.” It was that first impression that would prove to  
be very important to the future of the rodeo 28 years later.

“The Stampede is what it is because of where it is. It was  
emphasized again and again that the biggest threat to the 
rodeo was the possibility of losing the location and the acreage 
that is required to support a rodeo. It’s about the experience 
of the cowboy, and they need a place to park and camp as well 
as a place to compete.”  

That thought became a personal mission. As a dynamic real 
estate broker, Jace works tirelessly to find his clients the perfect 
fit as they grow into the area. It was not a stretch for him to 
combine two of his passions – rodeo and the art of the deal 
– to work behind the scenes to help broker an agreement 
that will allow the Stampede to stay in the pines for another 
50 years and beyond. The cumulation of this agreement was 
the 2020 purchase of the land around the rodeo arena, known 
as Casey Jones Park, from the Jones Family Trust by Elizabeth 
Parks and Recreation. “This will always be one the most  
celebrated moments in my life, because it will help bring about 
the dream of ensuring this rodeo is here for people to enjoy 
for many years to come.”

While it was the location of the rodeo that made the first 
impression, it was the people involved that created the most 
lasting. As one of the longest continuous sponsors for the 
rodeo, Jace officially started his volunteer stint with the organi-
zation as a vendor in 1998. “I came early to set up and ended 
up helping set up the rodeo. I stayed late and ended up helping 
them clean up. I did that because the people who were running 
the rodeo were just amazingly kind and authentic. I came back 
every year since.” That dedication led to his election as the 
Stampede Rodeo President, a post which he served for five 
years until 2020. During his service, his personal mission was 

to grow the rodeo into not only the largest event in Elbert 
County, but also the most inclusive. Stampede President, Traci 
McClain, explains it this way: “Jace has been a unifying force 
for our rodeo. He has a clear vision and continues to pour his 
heart and soul into making this facility a world-class venue. He 
brings others along with him and celebrates their families like 
they are his own. He simply makes this feel like family.”

Perhaps there is no mistake in that, as the Stampede has 
been what defines “family” for Jace. His two children, Tanya 
and Colby, grew up in the shadows of the crow’s nest and 
the stands of the rodeo. They started coming to the rodeo as 
three- and five-year-old kids and worked into active volunteers 
who started out picking up trash and now hold two very 
important roles in the rodeo. Tanya acts as the liaison between 
the Production Committee and the Announcer, managing the 
details that help make the action run smoothly. Colby can be 
seen in the arena at the seat of all action – the bucking chutes, 
where he is a “latch man.” This Production Committee role is 
one of the vital functions of the rough stock events and he has 
been known to be in the midst of the action. Jace’s obvious 
love shows when talking about his children. “They are both 
amazing adults and it is my biggest gift that they want to come 
spend time doing this year after year. This is how they want to 
spend their time.”

Jace’s family album wouldn’t be complete without one of his 
favorite memories that was aired on the jumbotron during 
the rodeo. “I asked my love to marry me right by the entrance 
gate and was blessed when she said yes! And here we are, still 
happily engaged nine years later!” 

This rodeo is much larger than rodeo weekend, says Jace. “This 
is what makes a difference in a community over time. We went 
from being an event in Elbert County, to being a part of Elbert 
County. We have an event that includes the people who make 
it happen on the rodeo grounds, but also every group in town 
from the Chamber, to law enforcement, to the fire department 
and our biggest fans – the sponsors and supporters.” 

This commitment to the rodeo over the past 28 years and the 
dedication for the next 50 has resulted in Jace receiving the  
rodeo organization’s highest honor. Congratulations to Jace 
Glick – our Elizabeth Stampede Pioneer of the Year for 2021!
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The Legacy
of a Rodeo Family

ELIZABETH STAMPEDE RODEO | 2021  SOUVENIR PROGRAM 16

“A lasting legacy that is the Elizabeth Stampede starts with the fact that we have 
an amazing place on this planet and is made complete by our shared lifestyle. This 

one week of the year, we come together in kindness and respect, to labor, laugh, 
cry, celebrate. We are all volunteers simply doing something for our community.  

It is a celebration of what we love and who we love.” 

~ JACE GLICK ~
2021 Elizabeth Stampede Pioneer
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