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The Stampede’s Formula For Success
Is “Legendary” In The Rodeo World

“The Elizabeth Stampede is a great small town rodeo with passionate committee members and 
rodeo volunteers. Contestants come to Elizabeth to get a jump on the summer season, so the 
competition is strong. Elizabeth offers rodeo fans a high level of quality entertainment with a down-
home feel set in the trees of the high prairie of Colorado. Elizabeth has all the attributes that make a 
great rodeo. They do it right!” 2010 - Peter Husak: President, Board of Directors, Pikes Peak or 
Bust Rodeo – Colorado Springs, CO

“For as high as the rodeo action is at the Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo, the Hospitality extended is 
even higher. The Committee at Elizabeth goes to great lengths to open their arms to any visitor of 
their celebration. From the rodeo spectator to visiting rodeo committees to the contestants, those 
visiting Elizabeth in June will leave the event with a feeling that the event was put on just for them.”
2010 - Bill Cole: Board Member, Cheyenne Frontier Days, Cheyenne, WY

“Thank you Elizabeth Stampede for giving us such a phenomenal rodeo! I’m proud to have this 
rodeo in my home state of Colorado. To the committee members, volunteers, judges, hospitality 
and everyone who is a part of the Stampede, you made it a great one this year!.” It’s just awesome. 
It’s like a hometown rodeo for me. I love it. Win or lose, it doesn’t matter. It is just a very enjoyable 
rodeo for me.” 2012/2013 The Fence Post - Josh Peek: NFR All Around Champion, World Timed 
Events Champion

“Thank you to the Elizabeth Stampede for for putting on an outstanding rodeo year after year. 
Great hospitality, volunteers , fans and awesome ground! No surprise you have been voted Best 
Small (Market) Rodeo of the Year!” 2012 The Fence Post - Shali Lord: NFR Barrel Racer, Four-Time 
Elizabeth Stampede Champion

Writers Note: Besides chronicling dates and events, this history is filled with stories and 
recollections from many of the folks who played a key role in the establishment and growth of the 
Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo. Read and enjoy.

This History is Dedicated to All the Elizabeth Stampede Volunteers Past and Present
Written by John Goetz

www.elizabethstampede.com Copyright Elizabeth Rodeo Association

Three-Time PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year
2013 WPRA Small Rodeo of the Year



Over it’s 27 years as a PRCA Rodeo, the Elizabeth Stampede has 
established itself as a top regional Rodeo in the Colorado/Wyoming PRCA 
Mountain States Circuit being voted by the Circuit’s membership as the 
Top Small and Medium Rodeo 10 times. The Stampede has been voted by 
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association membership in the USA
and three Canadian provinces as the PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year three 
times. And in 2013 voted by the Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association Board of Directors as Small Rodeo of the Year. 

Celebrating Being Named 
Three-Time PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year

2013 WPRA Small Rodeo of the Year

Over those years with the PRCA, the Stampede attracted the top Regional and National competitors 
who spread the word about the Stampede’s first-class Rodeo and Hospitality. During the 1990’s 
World Champions like Bruce Ford (Bareback Broncs) and Kristie Peterson (Barrel Racing) put the 
Elizabeth Stampede at the top of their list of summer Rodeos. During the current decade World 
Champions like Kelly Timberman (Bareback Broncs) and Josh Peek (NFR All Around Champion and 
World Timed Events Champion) have made the Stampede an every-year event.

As The Rodeo* grew, the Stampede’s leadership became more involved with the PRCA on the 
national level. For instance the Stampede has been invited to make special presentations at the 
annual PRCA convention and the Stampede Rodeo Committee Chair has served on the PRCA Rodeo 
Advisory Council. Growing name recognition for the Stampede also resulted from The Stampede 
being profiled and featured in the PRCA’s official publication, ProRodeo Sports News, in other 
National Rodeo and Western Lifestyle publications, and being promoted on ProRodeoLive.com 
during the NFR. * Writers Note: Throughout this History you will see the Stampede referred to as “The 
Rodeo”. Please see Tom Stockton’s Chapter on page 99 for an explanation.

Fifty Years and Counting

1965 to 2014
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The First of Three - 2011 PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year

We were voted #1 for. 2011. Being nominated for the award along with 4 other top Small Rodeos 
from around the country was an honor and WE WON,” says Norm. “There were 12 of us 
volunteers who went to the rodeo convention and when the award was announced, you can be 
sure everyone in the very large room heard us screaming. When accepting the award, I stated to 
the crowd that this award was for our volunteers.”

“We are honored to win the National Best Small Rodeo 2011 award. We are proud to be part of 
the PRCA and this award is a culmination of our volunteer’s dedication to excellence for our 
contestants and fans. Our goal is to create a Rodeo where contestants are welcome and want to 
compete. We are part of our community and work together all year long to being the Best Small 
Rodeo in Colorado and the Nation.”

PRCA Gold Card Member Bill Snead, who succeeded Norm as Stampede
President in 2012, has been a Stampede Volunteer since 1989 and a 
Director since 1996. “With the winning of this honored national award the 
Elizabeth Stampede has now gone beyond just a local and circuit favorite 
and climbed to a national level,” says Bill. “While all of the many local and 
circuit awards have been very special, this award takes our organization 
to a new level of recognition.”

“As a result the bar has been elevated. We have achieved something that only one rodeo per 
year can accomplish. Congratulations to our Board, Chairpersons, Volunteers, Sponsors, 
Contractors and Partners on a once-in-a-lifetime accomplishment. This is a challenge for us to 
achieve it again. This award should inspire us all to continue to elevate our event to higher 
goals.”

Norm Almquist was the Stampede’s President 
2007-2011 and talks about the thrill of being 
named Best PRCA Small Market Rodeo at the 
PRCA Conference Annual Awards Banquet 
November 30, 2011 in Las Vegas. “There are 
about 600 PRCA Rodeos in the US and Canada, 
of which about 480 are small rodeos like ours. 
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Expanded West 
Stands

Improved Chutes 
and Center Alley, 
New Scoreboard 
and New Crow’s 

Nest

Expanded East 
Stands

June 1-3, 2012
First Class 

Arena for a First 
Class Rodeo

In 2012 
The Elizabeth 

Stampede 
Embarked on the 
Largest Capital 
Improvement 
Project in Its  

History…

Adding New 
Grandstands to 
Expand Seating 

Capacity and 
Improve 

Spectator 
Comfort…
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the Bucking 
Chutes to 

Accommodate 
the Bucking 
Styles of the 
Livestock…

Improving the 
Center Alley for 
Safer and Better 
Handling of the 

Livestock…

Adding a New 
Digital 

Scoreboard…

And Building a 
New, Larger 
Announcer’s 

Booth.
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June 1-3, 2012
First Class 

Arena for a First 
Class Rodeo
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Around 1910 – The Elizabeth Commercial Association was formed “for the purpose of promoting 
and boosting the local economy”. In 1919 the Association bought 10 acres in what is now Casey 
Jones Park and built the Pavilion. According to a story in the May 23, 1979 Country Squire 
newspaper, early “social events” in the park included rodeos. The story reported, “One of the 
members of the Commercial Association who is still active in the community today, tells us that 
going back over the years the park has seen social events ranging from picnics to rodeos to 
melodramas to musical presentations.”

“Cowboy Gathering” at the 1911 Elbert County Fair
Photo Courtesy of the Elbert County Historical Society

This photo ran in the July 31, 1980 Elbert County 
News. The caption was headlined “Old Time 
Gathering” and said the photo depicted a typical 
scene in turn-of-the-century Elbert County when 
“cowboys would gather” to “test the prowess of 
their range ponies”. A “range pony” race is 
pictured at the 1911 Elbert County Fair.
According to the Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association, late 19th century and early 20th

century rodeos included such events as “ cow 
pony races”, bronc riding and steer roping.

“Cowboy Gatherings” like that depicted in the photo above may not have been called rodeos at the 
time, but they were rodeos nevertheless. It is most likely that the Elizabeth rodeos mentioned in the 
Country Squire story started out as “Cowboy Gatherings” similar to the one shown in the photo and 
consisted of at least “cow pony races”and bronc riding, and perhaps some sort of ranch work 
related roping. 

1937 is the first date that we can attach to more organized and established Elizabeth rodeos. Don 
Morgan, Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Committee Chair and President 1990-2001, met Les Godley, one 
of the organizers of the Chamber of Commerce Rodeos in the early 1950s (see 1952 below) while 
Don was head of The Rodeo. Mr. Godley was a long time Elizabeth resident and said The Elizabeth 
Commercial Association started putting on Amateur Rodeos in the park in 1937 and that they 
became annual affairs for a good number of years until the outbreak of World War II. Mr. Godley 
remembered the specific date of 1937 because it was the year he graduated high school.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1947 – The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce was organized and took over ownership and operation 
of the 10 acre Park and Pavilion. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1952 – A story in the July 10, 1952 Elbert County Rainbelt Echo newspaper reported the Chamber’s 
first Rodeo organized by Floyd Shepherd, Slim Quinn, Hap and Les Godley, and Walt Perkins. The 
story described the “Amateur Rodeo” held at 1:30 pm on Saturday, July 5th, 1952 as “the first of its 
nature in the community where the spectators could see a reminder of the frontier on local grounds”
although we know being “the first of its nature in the community” was not true. (See “Amateur 
Rodeos in the park in 1937” reference above)
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1952 Continued – The Amateur Rodeo was added to the Chamber’s July 4th weekend baseball 
tournament. The Rodeo events were Calf Roping (the calves weighed in at 300 pounds), Ribbon 
Roping (a Roper roped the calf, while a Runner tied the calf, grabbed a ribbon on the calf’s tail and 
ran to a finish line), Cow Riding (big ranch-fed beef cows), Kids Calf Riding, Kids Pony Race, Pig 
Race, Musical Chair Race, and Boot Race (Cowboys made a mad scramble for their boots scattered 
all over the make-shift arena, put on the boots, and ran to a finish line). Also included were Barrel 
Racing and Stake Racing (called Pole Bending today) that involved riders on horses running 
patterns around barrels and stakes for the fastest times, and Wild Cow Milking consisting of three 
member Cowboy teams roping, wrestling, and trying to milk cows that were as big and strong as 
bulls and that did not want to be milked. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1953 – The Chamber rented 17 acres of open land adjacent to the Park from Albert H. Jones to put 
on the 1952 Rodeo and purchased the 17 acres a year later in 1953, increasing its ownership of 
“Chamber of Commerce Park” to a total of 27 acres.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1956 – The Rodeo was discontinued. “Finances and a scarcity of ‘riding critters’ seemed to be the 
bottle neck.” according to a story in the May 31, 1956 Rainbelt Echo newspaper.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1965 – With an idea fostered by the ladies of the Running Creek Extension Club, The Rodeo was 
Reborn when Floyd Shepherd and John Quinn, two of the organizers of the first 1952-1955 
Chamber Rodeos, along with Earl Zimmerman and Bob Flemming decided to start up The Rodeo 
again and built the first Rodeo Arena consisting of wooden post and pole fences, and a small set of 
bleachers. Many people would back their pickup trucks to the fences and watch The Rodeo from 
the back of their trucks. 

The 1965 Rodeo ran on The July 4th weekend and consisted primarily of Gymkhana events. 

The 1966 Rodeo moved to traditional Rodeo events and was held during the First Cutting Hay 
season on Saturday & Sunday, May 28 & 29. The Rodeo continues to be held the same time of year, 
on the first full weekend in June.

Amateur Bareback Bronc Riding, Saddle Bronc, Bull Riding,  Barrel Racing, Calf Roping, Team 
Roping, Bull Dogging, Kids Calf Riding and Kids Goat Sacking were the primary events. People 
who worked on and competed in those 1960’s Rodeos also remember the events included Wild 
Cow Milking and Rawhide Races – a horse and rider pulling someone on a piece of cowhide down 
around a barrel and back for the fastest time. Rodeo Royalty were selected starting with the 1965 
Rodeo. A special Rodeo Dance and Rodeo Parade were also started. A Carnival was added a year 
or two later. 

The Rodeo was christened “Elizabeth Stampede” with its rebirth.
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2010 – Hwy. 86 Banner

During the 1970’s –The Rodeo became a Colorado State Rodeo Association sanctioned Amateur 
Rodeo in 1978. Rodeo events continued to include Bareback and Saddle Bronc Riding, Bull Biding, 
Steer Wrestling, Calf Roping, Team Roping and Barrel Racing. It’s pretty certain that a lot of the 
local events from earlier years were also retained, including Wild Cow Milking and Rawhide Races. 
The two Saturday and Sunday Rodeo performances, Rodeo Royalty, Rodeo Parade, Rodeo Dance 
and Carnival continued well into the 1980’s. 

1979 – Hwy. 86 Banner

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Early 1980’s – Six Rodeo Volunteers took out a personal note for $25,000 to build bucking chutes 
for The Rodeo Arena. Pipe was obtained from an old missile site near Bennett for the chutes, better 
fences and larger bleachers. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1986 – The Park was renamed “Casey Jones Park” in honor of Sherman “Casey” Jones, longtime 
community leader, Chamber official and unofficial volunteer park manager. Casey Jones was the 
son of Albert Jones who owned the land on which the Rodeo Arena now resides as well as the land 
surrounding the Park. The Jones Family still owns the land that surrounds the Park and Casey 
Jones’ son Brad Jones and his family are strong supporters of the Elizabeth Stampede generously 
making additional land available for parking, access to the rodeo grounds and for other needs. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1987 – The Chamber of Commerce passed control of Casey Jones Park – the land, Pavilion and 
The Rodeo Arena – to the Elizabeth Park and Recreation Department with the agreement that The 
Rodeo could be held on the property as long as the organizers wanted it to be held.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1988 – To secure The Rodeo’s future, The Elizabeth Stampede moved from a local Amateur Rodeo 
to a Pro Rodeo sanctioned by the PRCA – Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. The PRCA 
initiative was led by Roger Evans, Eldon Cooper, Robert Rogers and Sue Rogers.  The organizing 
committee for the first PRCA Rodeo also included Diane Evans, Mary Jo Cooper, Carl “Bear” and 
Lizanne Kay, Ed and Donna Lovelace, Tom and Kathy Knowles, and Karen Herboldsheimer. Don 
and Leanna Morgan joined The Rodeo as volunteers in 1988. Leanna served as a Director for 9 
years including as the Rodeo Treasurer for 5 years. Don was Stampede Rodeo Committee Chair 
and President 1990 – 2001 and the Stampede enjoyed more than a decade of unprecedented 
growth and success under his leadership.
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1988 Continued – When the Stampede went PRCA, it expanded to three performances – Friday 
night, Saturday night and Sunday afternoon. Bareback and Saddle Bronc Riding, Calf and Team 
Roping, Steer Wrestling, Barrel Racing and Bull Riding were the Pro Rodeo events. Local Amateur 
Events of Team Penning, Team Roping, Calf Roping, Ribbon Roping, Open Barrel Racing, Kids 
Barrel Race, Rawhide Races and Wild Cow Milking were held before the Pro Rodeo performances. 
When a 4th Pro Rodeo performance on Saturday afternoon was added to the schedule in the mid 
1990’s, under the direction of Bill Snead, the Amateur Events were moved to a separate Rodeo 
called The Elizabeth Stampede Community Rodeo, a full two-day event held on a weekend before 
the PRCA Rodeo. Held over from the 1960’s and 1970’s were the Saturday morning Rodeo Parade, 
and the Rodeo Dance held on both Friday and Saturday nights. But the Carnival bit the dust. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mid 1990s – In 1993 The Rodeo applied for non-profit status and the first Board of Directors was 
formed. In 1995 The Chamber of Commerce passed the responsibility for The Rodeo to the newly 
formed, all-volunteer Elizabeth Rodeo Association. The Chamber however remains a very active 
participant in The Rodeo to this day, assisting with the beer garden each year. In 2008 the Elizabeth 
Chamber of Commerce initiated "Elizabash” on the Saturday of Rodeo weekend featuring booths 
and open houses from local businesses along with live music.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2004 – Norm Almquist changed The Rodeo’s Friday night performance into a bull riding only event 
called “Radical Bulls”. Simon Moore and Town & Country Foods, was the Title Sponsor. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2006 – The Rodeo hosted its first "Tough Enough To Wear Pink" breast cancer awareness and 
fundraiser event.  Dedicating the Saturday night Rodeo performance to the TETWP efforts. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2007 – Norm Almquist began his 5 year run as Rodeo Association President, a period that 
challenged The Rodeo’s viability. Norm’s leadership not only preserved the Stampede but put it on 
a firm foundation for future years. In 2007, the Sunday Rodeo performance became a dedication to 
the men and women who have served our country in its military both past and present. 
Championed by Greg Dieker, the "Red, White & Blue Rodeo" also features a special empty saddle 
tribute to valued individuals and friends who have passed during the previous year.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2009 – The Stampede expanded its Charitable Community Support with the establishment of the 
Elizabeth Stampede Foundation. The mission of the Foundation is to provide charitable 
contributions to the community of Elizabeth, Colorado, surrounding Colorado communities, 
established charitable organizations and individuals in need. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2012 – After being a PBR - Professional Bull Riders - event since 2008, The Friday Bull Riding event 
became a PRCA “Xtreme Bulls" event. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2011, 2012 and 2013 – The Elizabeth Stampede was voted by the PRCA membership in the U.S. and 
three Canadian provinces as the PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year. And in 2013 voted by the 
Women’s Professional Rodeo Association as Small Rodeo of the Year. WOW!
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The Jones Family

HELPING START IT ALL
FIRST THE LAND, THEN THE PARK, THEN THE RODEO

“The commitment to the Elizabeth Stampede that the Jones Family 
has made is a long-time commitment. As long as we’re around, 

The Rodeo can count on the Jones Family.”

BRAD JONES, 2011

Doug, Trudith and Brad Jones

Brad and Glenda Jones
2010

There are few families more identified with 
Elizabeth, Colorado than the Jones family, 
especially when it comes to its Rodeo History 
and the land upon which Rodeos were held and 
continue to be held today. Brad Jones, his late 
brother Doug, and sister Trudith Jones Feigum 
have been strong and invaluable supporters of 
the Elizabeth Stampede for years, following in 
the footsteps of their Father, Sherman “Casey”
Jones and Mother, Vernice Jones.

Putting on the Elizabeth Stampede has a lot of logistical considerations. Rodeo organizers work with 
the Elizabeth Park & Rec. Department on the use of the Casey Jones Park Rodeo Arena. But they also 
work with Brad Jones on the use of Jones Family land that surrounds Casey Jones Park for access, 
parking and other needs. The Jones Family has never hesitated in their strong support for The Rodeo. 

“The commitment to the Elizabeth Stampede that the Jones Family has made is a long-time 
commitment,” says Brad. “It’s like what my sister Trudith says, ‘Both Mom and Dad really believed in 
The Rodeo, so I’m right there to help do what we can.’ ” Brad’s strong support, respected advice, and 
proactive problem solving continue to help The Rodeo’s leadership meet logistical and other 
challenges so that the Stampede remains a valuable community asset. “As long as we’re around, The 
Rodeo can count on the Jones Family,” says Brad.

Brad Jones is a third generation member of the Jones family. He retired to the Jones homestead just 
east of the present-day Casey Jones Park in Elizabeth after working in the aerospace industry at 
Martin Corporation in Denver, county government in Douglas and other Colorado counties, and as an 
insurance and advertising professional. He and Glenda are high school sweethearts married more 
than 50 years. Today Brad continues what his father Sherman “Casey” Jones described as the Jones 
Family “tradition of community dedicated service”. Glenda is the Jones Family Historian transcribing 
Sherman’s notes and records; and preserving and cataloging other notes, documents, records, 
photographs, and mementos accumulated by Brad’s father that chronicle the history of the Jones 
Family, the Casey Jones Park, the Elizabeth community and even the Elizabeth Stampede. 
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The Jones Family

According to Brad, the Jones Family involvement with the 
Elizabeth community, Casey Jones Park, and the 
Elizabeth Stampede started when his Grandfather, Albert 
Jones bought some land. “My Grandfather raised foxes 
up here on the Silver J Ranch and was a Civil Engineer by 
trade. He bought about 120 acres in 1934 that included 
the property where the Ball Field and Rodeo Grounds sit 
now. He ended up deeding the land to the Chamber of 
Commerce and my Dad, Sherman “Casey” Jones was 
involved with the Chamber. My Dad was one of founders 
of the Chamber and involved in the business 
community.” Writers Note: See 1959 calendar cover for 
(Sherman) Jones Motor Company on the left.

“The July 4th weekend was the major draw for the Chamber and everybody that was involved with the 
Chamber including my Dad and Mother,” says Brad. “It started in the late 1940’s. Baseball was really big 
in the community and teams from all over the area would come to play in the Chamber’s 4th of July 
weekend tournaments. Because they had the ball field there, they fenced off center field and right field 
with a snow fence for a Rodeo in 1952 – the first Rodeo that the Chamber put on. They had some rough 
chutes that they put in center field and that’s where they started the rodeo from. They announced from 
the south side of the ball field because that’s where they announced the ball games. 4th of July 
weekend, including the Rodeos was busy for the family. My Dad worked on so many of the Chamber’s 
events and my Mother catered so many events. They had the little refreshment stand in 1952 on the 
south side, right up against the fence so our family had a real good view of what was going on with the 
Rodeo.” Writers Note: Those first amateur Rodeos ran for 4 years, were discontinued in 1956, then 
revived in 1965 (see the stories that follow). The Elizabeth Stampede has run every year since, turning 
pro with the PRCA in 1988. Sherman Jones was involved with both the 1950’s rodeos as Chamber Vice 
President and the restart of the rodeo in the 1960’s as a Chamber Board Member.

Casey Jones involvement with the Chamber of Commerce and the Park that is named after him did not 
end with the July 4th festivities. “My father was the unofficial park manager,” Brad explains. “He kept the 
Park running right from our house. He would book activities and campers and whatever needed to be 
done. He had a little box right outside the door where you could write a note, or if he had someone 
coming in and they wanted to get down to the ball field, he could leave a key in the box so they could 
pick it up and unlock the gate to get down there. The phone would ring at the house all the time with 
people wanting to talk about the Park. This went on from probably the 1960’s until when the Park & Rec. 
District was formed. The Chamber named the Park for Dad – The ‘Casey Jones Park’ in 1986.”

“Looking back, with my Great-Grandson, we have 6 generations of the Jones Family in Elizabeth now. 
And I look at all the things that have happened and all the people who have touched our lives and done 
so much for the community, for the Park and for us, there is a lot to be thankful for. The Stampede has 
been important to the community and to our family. I’m just glad we can help keep it one of the best.”
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“We do have a very nice park, beautiful ball fields, stock arena, so I 
am proud to have spent 30 or more years helping out. My wife is 

entitled to as much honor as I, and I hope everyone doesn’t forget 
this. My oldest son will eventually move here in a few short years and 

will carry on the Jones tradition of community dedicated service.”

SHERMAN “CASEY” JONES
Circa 1988

The Jones Family

History of Casey Jones Park
By Sherman “Casey” Jones

1-26-1888 Jim Phillips homesteaded 160 acres

1-1-1909 Elizabeth Polo Club rented back (now Ball Field and Arena area) for $60 per year, raised to $70 
after first of the year

1-11-1918 Sold 134 acres to Ethyl Clow

7-15-1919 Original Park front 10 acres bought by Elizabeth Commercial Association for $100 an acre 
from Ethyl Clow. Shares were bought by local businessmen and some individuals as well.

7-6-1934 Remaining 124 acres sold to A.H. Jones

5-13-1953 17 acres Ball Field sold by A.H. Jones to Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce for $100 per acre

1946 - 1955 or so, The Park Ball Field was used for baseball tournaments involving all local towns. The 
Elizabeth team joined the Metro League in Denver and went to playoffs at Merchants Park (by Wards) in 
Denver and in Colorado Springs. Writers Note: Ball Field also used for Amateur Rodeos 1952-1955.

The Pavilion was built in 1915 for a movie theater and 
also some sort of movies (several I am told were shot in 
the building at the same time). It was originally located on 
the west side of what is now Road 17, about ¼ mile north 
of Highway 86. It was probably moved to the present 
location about 1920 or so. A bad snow, possibly in 1922, 
caved in the roof and it had to be rebuilt at that time. In 
the early 1960’s, the kitchen was built.

Vernice and Sherman Jones
1980s

1948 or 1949, it was proposed by R.G.Holt, who was a partner of George McClelland in the Elizabeth 
Mercantile Co., that they give this property to the newly formed Chamber of Commerce. In fairness to all 
parties, the Chamber chose to pay off any of the existing (Elizabeth Commercial Association) 100 notes. 
This was done to anyone who wanted the money. A lot of the original note holders were deceased or 
(could not be found), so there wasn’t money to pay and others chose to donate their interest anyway. At 
this point it was called Chamber of Commerce Park. The Rodeo Arena was built with steel about 1985.
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The Jones Family

In 1963, a local boy just out of high school was coaxed into coaching the younger boys ball teams. Bart 
Wilson was a very enthusiastic ball player and in a game broke his leg. He developed a blood clot that 
went to his brain and killed him. In his memory, the Ball Park was named the Bart Wilson Memorial Park 
and a memorial stone was erected. 

August 1987, the newly formed Elizabeth Park and Recreation District took over the park from the 
Chamber of Commerce, which at the time didn’t want the worry, trouble and expense of having it. The 
Chamber gave it with the stipulation that they (the Chamber) could put on their annual rodeo at no 
charge and keep all the proceeds.

My wife Vernice and I booked all activities in the park for years and years. We maintained the Pavilion 
and grounds and looked over the operation, especially on the front of the park. The Ball Park (Rodeo) 
Arena were mostly taken care of by those interested in such things.

In June of 1986, The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce renamed the park “Casey Jones Park”. My family 
and I were greatly honored by this move and are very grateful for this. While I have mixed emotions on 
the matter because there are so many, many dedicated people in the community that gave hundreds of 
hours to make it what it is today that I’m not sure about it all.

Anyway, we do have a very nice park, beautiful ball fields, stock arena, so I am proud to have spent 30 
or more years helping out. My wife is entitled to as much honor as I, and I hope everyone doesn’t forget 
this. My oldest son will eventually move here in a few short years and will carry on the Jones tradition of 
community dedicated service.

Thank you all for the privilege of giving you this information which is far from complete but is a partial 
look at the past.
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1988 Sherman “Casey” Jones standing by the sign for 
the Stampede’s first PRCA sanctioned Rodeo



First Rodeos, Early 1900’s to 1950’s

“The Elbert County Country Squire” traces the history of the Elizabeth Park and Pavilion

The Elbert County 25 cents per copy

Country Squire
Wednesday, May 23, 1979                         Elizabeth, Colorado                        Vol. 2 No. 51

Elizabeth Park & Pavilion roots go back to 1900s
Editors Note: This is a brief 
history  of  the  Elizabeth 
Chamber of Commerce Park 
and Pavilion, located just easy 
of town on Hwy. 86. The area 
is used for a great number of 
community  functions  each 
year including the renowned 
Elizabeth Stampede.

The Elizabeth Chamber of 
Commerce  Park  and  
Pavilion, as they are called 
today have roots that go back 
to the early 1900’s. Around 
1910,  a group  of  local  
businessmen formed  the  
Elizabeth  Commercial  
Association  for  the purpose  
of  promoting  and boosting 
the local economy.

When the Shenano Film 
Company needed a place to 
make moving picture films,

the Commercial Association 
agreed  to  erect  a  building 
on  Road  17  just  west   of   
the   Pavilion’s present 
location, but  only  got  as  
far  as constructing the floor 
before the film  company  
went  broke.   The 
Commercial Association 
completed the building.

In 1919 each of the 
Commercial Association’s 
members put up $50 and

held  notes  to  buy  10 acres 
of  land  for a park in what 
is now C of C Park. They 
rebuilt the Pavilion at its 
present location.

Some of the men involved 
were  Charlie  Reed,  B.U. 
Jamison, Roy A. Davidson, 
Frank  Garland,  George 
McClellan, Wm. Shepard, 
Jack  McKimmie,  A.B. 
Sexson,  G. Aldinger,  T.F. 
Williams, and E.T. Evans

Continued on next page
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Stampede Roots Go Back to 1919



“The Elbert County Country Squire” also traces the history of the early Elizabeth Rodeos

The Elbert County Country Squire May 23, 1979 – page 2

Early social events included rodeos
Continued from page one

One of the members of the 
Commercial Association  who  is  
still active in the community 
today,  tells us  that  going back 
over  the  years  the park has 
seen social  events  ranging  
from  picnics to rodeos to 
melodramas to musical presen -
tations.

The  Commercial  Association  
got  tired  of  putting  on the 
Pavilion and Park events and in 
1946,  the  Elizabeth  Chamber  
of  Commerce  was  organized. 
It  was  incorporated  in  1948.

The Commercial   Associ -
ation deeded  the  Park  and  
Pavilion to  the Chamber  in  
exchange for  being  reim -
bursed  for  each man’s   
original $50.

It was  also  stipulated   that   
if  the  Chamber  ever 
dissolved, the land would go 
to  the  town  in order  to 
ensure  the  property  would 
always  be  a  park.

The  land  on  which  today’s 
baseball  park  and  rodeo

grounds are located was rented  
in  1952  from Albert H. Jones, 
Jr. to  hold  a  three-day, July  
4th celebration  including an 
amateur rodeo, ball games and 
Pavilion dance. 

Chamber members traveled 
all over Colorado to purchase 
wild stock for the rodeo, then 
sold the stock at the Elizabeth 
Sale  Barn  after  the  rodeo.

In 1953, the 17 acres were 
purchased  by the Chamber for 
$100  per  acre.

First Rodeos, Early 1900’s to 1950’s

Park Social Events Included Rodeos

Page 16
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Cowboy Gatherings As Early as 1911

The “Elbert County News” describes turn-of-the-century cowboy gatherings

OLD-TIMEGATHERING – In turn-of-the-century Elbert County, cowboys would gather in 
a flatlands clearing to test the prowess of their range ponies. This photo circa 1911, depicts a 
typical scene with the women watching from the sidelines in their full length skirts. Such 
events and the dryland farming festivals held around the same time were combined to create 
what is known today as the Elbert County Fair and Horse Show. (Photo courtesy Elbert 
County Historical Society)

Writers Note: According to the Elbert County Historical Society, the photo above is of the 
1911 Elbert County Fair held September 20-21, 1911. It shows a “range pony” race  and is 
evidence of rodeos in Elbert County going back to the early 1900s. As the photo indicates 
“cowboys would gather” for a test of prowess at events like the 1911 Elbert County Fair. 

According to the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, early turn-of-the-century 
rodeos included such events as “ cow pony races”, bronc riding and steer roping. “Cowboy 
Gatherings” like that depicted in the photo may not have been called rodeos at the time, but 
they were rodeos nevertheless. It is most likely that the Elizabeth rodeos mentioned in the 
Country Squire story on the previous page started out as “Cowboy Gatherings” similar to 
the one shown in the photo above and consisted of at least “cow pony races”, “bronc 
riding” and perhaps some sort of ranch work related roping such as steer roping. 

1937 is the first date that we can attach to more organized and established Elizabeth rodeos 
put on by the Elizabeth Commercial Association. (See the page that follows)

Thursday, July 31, 1980                Kiowa, Colorado 80117    688-3128            88th  year No.23

25 cents per copy



Don Morgan, Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Committee Chair and President 1990-2001: “When I was 
President, I met Les Godley at a downtown picnic. Mr. Godley was a life long resident of Elizabeth, 
a community leader for a long time and one of the organizers of the Chamber of Commerce Rodeos 
in the early 1950s.” (see the pages that follow).

“Mr. Godley said The Elizabeth Commercial Association started putting on Amateur Rodeos in the 
park in 1937, and that they became annual affairs for a good number of years. Mr. Godley 
remembered the specific date of 1937 because it was the year he graduated high school. Mr. 
Godley said the rodeos continued until World War II.”

Page 18First Rodeos, Early 1900’s to 1950’s

Amateur Rodeos Start in 1937

Writers Note: As written on page 7 in the History Timeline, the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 
took over ownership and control of the Park from the Commercial Association in 1947. The 
Chamber started holding Amateur Rodeo’s again in the Park 1952 – 1955 (see the pages that follow)

1930s Rodeo
Photo from National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum

1930s Rodeo
Photo from Rodeo Heritage Museum



Ad for the Chamber’s first Amateur Rodeo appears in the “Rainbelt Echo”
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Chamber’s First 1952 Rodeo



The July 10, 1952 edition of “The Rain Belt Echo” reports 
the success of the Chamber’s first Amateur Rodeo

THE RAINBELT ECHO
A Newspaper Published Weekly in Elbert County in the Interest of the Citizenry Therein,

and Immediate and Neighboring Communities of Elbert, Kiowa and Elizabeth

Volume 2               Elizabeth Elbert County, Colorado, Thursday July 10, 1952               Number 50

ELIZABETH 
ENTERTAINMENT

Fourth of July celebrating 
events put on in three parts, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
sponsored  by  the  Elizabeth 
Chamber of Commerce and 
its  many  friends  working 
together was declared a real 
success in all ways.

Friday  – The  first  event 
opening the 3-day celebration 
brought  together  the  ball 
teams  from  Parker,  Elbert, 
Elizabeth  and  Kiowa.  The 
dance  held  at  the  Pavilion 
during  the  evening  was 
attended  by  a  very  large 
crowd of merrymakers.

Saturday – Amateur Rodeo 
Day   brought   out   much 
activity from early morning 
until  late  afternoon.  The 
helpers and committee were 
busy at the grounds receiving

entries and working on other 
preliminary arrangements for 
the afternoon.

Riders  and  their  mounts 
and spectators began arriving 
early  mid-morning.  The last 
45  minutes  before  starting 
time,  the  gate  keepers  had 
their  hands  full  keeping  the 
line  moving.  It  is  estimated 
that  between  800  and  850 
people, excluding youngsters, 
sought entrance through the 
admission gate.

Floyd Shepherd as Master 
of Ceremony called the large 
crowd to order at 1:30 p.m. 
with  the  recording  of  the 
National Anthem sent out by 
loud speaker; then the Grand 
Entry  circling  of  the  field 
with  National  Banner  and 
State Colors by riders astride 
85  head  of  fine  horses. The 
committee  in  charge  of  the 
show  can  be  given  much

praise for the efforts extended 
in  planning  and  putting  on 
the  show – the  first  of   its 
nature  in  the  community 
where the spectators could see 
a reminder of the frontier on 
local grounds.

The boys kept the program 
moving. 60 head of stock was 
bucked, roped or ridden by 
many  contestants,  all  ama-
teurs in the game. 15 head of 
wild  cows  were  roped  and 
milked.  John  Quinn,  custo-
dian at the chutes, with his 
assistants  kept  riders  and 
their mounts coming through 
the gates in no let up.

Sunday – The last day saw 
the final ball games between 
the losing and winning teams 
of  Friday.  The  games  were 
interspersed with some boys 
and girls races. Elizabeth beat 
Elbert  for  the  tournament 
champion.

Writers Note: Thanks to information provided by Brad and Glenda and Jones, the 1952 Rodeo 
was organized by Floyd Shepherd, Slim Quinn, Hap and Les Godley, and Walt Perkins
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Chamber’s 1953-1955 Rodeos
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A story in the May 14, 1953 
“Rainbelt Echo” reported the 
next step in the evolution of 

the early Chamber of 
Commerce Rodeos

The July 9, 1953 “Rainbelt 
Echo” reported a change in 
schedule for the Chamber 

Rodeo, moving it from day #2, 
to the afternoon of day #3

Continued success was 
reported for the fourth 
Chamber of Commerce 

Rodeo in the July 7, 1955 
“Rainbelt Echo”

Mr.  Walter  Perkins, 
president of the Elizabeth 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
advised  the  Echo today 
(Thursday)   that   in   a 
meeting held this week by 
the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors they purchased 
17 acres of land adjoining 
north   of   the  Pavilion 
grounds  from  Mr.  A.H. 
Jones.

This acreage will make 
for  more  advantageous 
handling of spectators and 
cars at ball games, rodeos 
and other events that the  
Chamber  may  decide  to 
sponsor in the future.

Sunday was the climax of 
the three-days’ events – the 
Amateur Rodeo. Announcer 
Floyd Shepherd advised the 
writer that he believed there 
were folk from every state in 
the Union and Canada.

Emil Bostrom, chairman 
of the ticket-selling squad 
was asked can we say 1200 
people were in attendance to 
which he answered, oh, yes 
easily.

“Slim” Quinn  selected 
manager of  “The $2 Show 
For 50 Cents”, told us it was   
one  of  the  largest  crowds  
of  people he  had ever seen 
in  his  30  years  of  rodeo.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce met in regular meeting Monday evening May 28 in the Town Hall. The 
meeting was presided over by vice president Casey Jones in the absence of  president Mrs. Celeste Hundley.

Regular  business  was closed  and  4th of  July discussion prevailed.  It is felt now and acknowledged that 
there will be no rodeo this  year.  Finances  and scarcity of “riding critters” seemed  to  be  the  bottle neck. 
However, Elizabeth will celebrate with the two-day  baseball  tournament and a dance will be in store for 
Wednesday the 4th.

Three days of celebrating 
the  Fourth  at  Elizabeth 
proved successful again this 
year. Saturday and Sunday 
taken up with baseball tour-
naments,  was  attended  by 
probably 650 to 700 people. 
Parker won over Elizabeth 
for the championship.

Monday broke clear and 
warm  for  the  Amateur 
Rodeo events. An estimated  
crowd  of  more than 2000 
people were on hand.

At 12:30 the Grand Entry 
started with 61 horses and 
riders  taking  part.  1:00 
o’clock started the Donkey 
Derby on the way to Castle 
Rock, followed the Roping 
Events.

Then suddenly, The Rodeo was discontinued according to the May 31, 1956 “Rainbelt Echo”

First Rodeos, Early 1900’s to 1950’s

Chamber’s 1953-1955 Rodeos
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Welcome to the 2nd Annual
ELIZABETH STAMPEDE

May 28 & 29, 1966
Presented by the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce

The Elizabeth Stampede, now celebrating its second 
birthday, began in early July of 1965 with a simple phrase, 
“Let’s have a rodeo,” casually spoken by one of the fair 
members of the Running Creek Extension Club. The phrase 
was picked up enthusiastically until it became a crescendo.

Extension Club activities are varied and cover much ground,
but putting together a rodeo is a bit much even for such zestful
and vigorous ladies as those of Running Creek. However, the 
will was strong and, undaunted, they soon found a way – and 
the way was by getting the Chamber of Commerce to sponsor 
the event while the ladies retained sponsorship of refreshments 
along with selling advertising and a few other things like that.

Before long, organizing such an undertaking enlisted the 
energies, in one way or another, of practically every able-
bodied adult in the community.

Bob Fleming, president of the Chamber, designed what we 
believe is one of the most strategically located arenas in 
Colorado – and the combined talents of the Chamber members 
contributed toward its being built. The ground on which it is 
situated is owned by the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce and 
has been serving for many years as a community recreation 
area with picnic facilities, ball diamond and a dance pavilion.

The 1965 Elizabeth Stampede was presented last July, and 
was largely confined to gymkhana events. This year, the 
Chamber decided to expand the celebration to include full 
rodeo activities. We hope you will enjoy the 1966 Elizabeth 
Stampede – and thank you for joining us!

Story from 1966 Rodeo Program about Restarting The Rodeo in 1965 Christened the “Elizabeth Stampede”

Elizabeth Chamber of 
Commerce Officers - 1966

Robert Flemming - Pres.

Frank Railsback - Sec. Treas.

Bob Railsback - Vice Pres.

Gene Gariner - Board 
Member

Harold Hundley - Board 
Member

S. “Casey” Jones - Board 
Member

Sam Railsback - Board 
Member

John Quinn - Board Member

Earl Zimmerman - Board 
Member

1966 Program courtesy of Brad and 
Glenda Jones

Start of the 50-Year History of the

Rodeo named “Elizabeth Stampede”
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OLD TIMERS SPOTLIGHT
Looking Back / Moving Forward

By Lizanne Kay

Someone once pointed out, “Sometimes it’s a good idea to look at the past, just so you can  
see where you’ve been, and why you’re now where you are today.” That is why the Elizabeth 
Stampede established an “Old Timers” recognition committee to honor members of the 
Elizabeth and Elbert County community that have established  today’s  traditions  of  
community caring and  helping which  are centered around the Elizabeth Stampede. The 
1992 honorees are Floyd and Lella Shepherd, Earl and Rita Zimmerman, and Bob 
Flemming. 

After World War II, the Shepherds started a  livestock auction sale 
barn in Elizabeth. They ran it for 30 years. “It was good for us,”
Lella pointed out. “It was a  family project.  I ran the office, Floyd 
the auction. We held night auctions too.  In  fact  they  became a 
social event and people traveled  from  all  around  the  area  to  
attend. We served hamburgers, big ones for 35 cents, and pie and
doughnuts and coffee for a nickel.”

The Shepherd’s auction sale barn played a major role when members of the community got 
together and decided to get the rodeo going again. “They had to build the  arena themselves 
and they had  to furnish the money,” Lella recalls. “It was fun as everyone pitched in and did 
whatever they were capable of doing. We had everything we owned from the sale barn up 
there in the arena – the announcing system, tractors, horses, everything. You just did it, just 
like the folks do it today. Just good folks.”

The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce started putting on The Rodeo in 1952, but discontinued it in 1956. 
The Rodeo Program story from 1992 on this page and the next, features the folks who restarted 

The Rodeo in 1965 and Christened it the “Elizabeth Stampede”.

Start of the 50-Year History of the

Rodeo named “Elizabeth Stampede”



Earl Zimmerman says that his background in rodeo is what got he 
and Rita involved with the Elizabeth Stampede. “I used to rodeo,”
said Earl. “I rode saddle broncs and some bulls and maybe that’s 
why Floyd Shepherd and others thought of us when they wanted to 
get the rodeo going again.”

“Somehow or other,” said Rita, “someone asked me to start up the Stampede parade. The 
first year it was a bit skimpy, we couldn’t even get the school band as they had already 
started summer vacation, but we had a lot of horses. The parades grew and Betty Railsback  
and myself got lots of support from the community. Earl of course rode in the parade and I 
remember Mrs. Reynolds had a pony cart. We had clowns and we even had chickens one 
year that got loose and added to the excitement. One year we stayed up until 2:00 a.m. 
working on a float. We got up the next morning to find that three of our children had  
broken out with Chicken Pox.”

Bob Flemming was President of the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 
when it was decided to start up the rodeo again. “There were about 12 of 
us in the Chamber when I was President,” he said. “When we decided to 
get the rodeo going again, we built the rodeo arena and ball park at the 
same time because some were interested in rodeo and some were 
interested in playing ball. We had a lot of fun doing it. We bought the 
stock yards in Littleton from the D & RG Railroad. I believe we paid $50 
for all of it.”

“I remember that we bought a bunch of wild cows to ride and then when the rodeo was over 
we sold them. I remember one year it snowed 13 to 16 inches, a good Spring snow. We put a 
lot of wood chips in the arena and went on with the rodeo. And I remember in 1967 when I 
didn’t take a horse to ride in the grand entry, and a friend of mine, old Ted Armstrong, 
saddled his horse and said, ‘Hey Bob, aren’t you going to ride in the grand entry? Here take 
my horse.’ So I jumped on that big old buckskin and took off and that horse bucked all the 
way around the arena. I looked over and saw Armstrong laughing. He forgot to tell me that 
the horse bucks until he warms up.”

Story from 1992 Rodeo Program about 
the folks who restarted The Rodeo in 1965 and Christened it the “Elizabeth Stampede”.
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Rodeo in the 1970’s

beginning at 9 p.m. and last-
ing until 2 a.m.

Rodeo events include bare-
back and saddle bronc riding, 
bull riding, bull dogging, calf 
roping,  barrel  racing  and 
team roping. Participants and 
fans will notice that the Eliza-
beth Chamber of Commerce 
has  made  this  year’s  event

even more convenient by the 
addition of running water on 
the  site.  A  well  was  dug 
recently  and  water  lines 
were  being  installed  this 
week.

The Elizabeth Stampede 
has become known as one of 
the  very  best  recreational 
activities in Elbert County.

“The Elbert County Country Squire” announces the 1979 Rodeo

The Elbert County 25 cents per copy

Country Squire
Wednesday, May 30, 1979                          Elizabeth, Colorado                             Vol. 2 No. 51

STAMPEDE ON TAP FOR THE WEEKEND
The   1979   edition   of   the 

Elizabeth   Stampede   will 
romp through Elbert County 
this  weekend  and  all  signs 
point to it being one of the 
best ever.

The  festivities get underway 
at the Chamber of Commerce 
Park today, Wednesday, with 
the  arrival  of   the  carnival,  
which   will  remain  set  up 
throughout  the  rodeo  to  be 
held Saturday and Sunday, 
June 2-3, at 2:00 P.M. each 
day.

The rodeo parade will begin 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, followed 
by the first Stampede perfor-
mance at 2 p.m. The annual 
rodeo  dance  will  be  held at 
the Pavilion Saturday night
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In  the  early  70’s  we  were  invited  to  join  the  Elizabeth  Chamber  of 
Commerce. Dues were only $5 a year to join in the fun. The Stampede was 
the big event. Plans for the rodeo were made during the winter months and 
the  spring  months  were  spent  lining  up  volunteers,  and  repairing  and 
cleaning the rodeo grounds.

The arena was built in the 60’s. With a few repairs to the old wooden posts and poles, it served the 
purpose, until one year when a bull went through the fence and almost ran over an elderly lady. 
Money was borrowed and pipe obtained from an old missile site near Bennett to build the current 
arena. It took a few rodeos to pay off the loan! 

Mother’s Days were spent at the park. The men felt that was a good work day. The women were in 
charge of the food stand. Oh, for one of those hamburgers fried on that old grill! There was the added 
bonus of a free hot oil treatment for our hair as the grease really flew in that small concessions 
building.

The Stampede was the first  weekend in June and it was exciting when the carnival and stock trucks 
arrived setting it up. IT WAS STAMPEDE TIME!  After the Saturday afternoon rodeo, everyone 
was tired and dirty, but would go home and clean up and head for the rodeo dance.

Over the years Chamber members worked many hours and used their own tools and equipment to  
make improvements. We often wondered why we did this, pay dues to work, but it was fun, and when 
you saw fans enjoying the rodeo  it was worth  it. The rodeo had a big influence on our son Kevin, as 
he rides bareback horses in the Colorado State Rodeo Association. Jim was a board member and 
served a term as President. I was Rodeo Secretary for a few years. We have many good memories and 
made a lot of good friends throughout the years.

STAMPEDE RODEO PIONEERS
June and Jim Jurczewsky

Story by June Jurczewsky

June and Jim Jurczewsky were honored in 1999 as Elizabeth Stampede Pioneers 
for their many years of service to the Chamber of Commerce and The Rodeo. 



PRESERVING A COLORADO RODEO HERITAGE

The roots of the Elizabeth Stampede go back to 1919 when the Elizabeth Commercial Association 
bought 10 acres of land in what is now Casey Jones Park and “Cowboy Gatherings” became a part 
of the “social events” held in the Park.

The Rodeos became more organized in 1937 when the Commercial Association started to put on 
Amateur Rodeos in the Park. The rodeos were suspended during Word War II, but in 1952 when the 
5-year old Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce added an Amateur Rodeo to its July 4th weekend 
Baseball Tournament. Unfortunately, The Chamber’s first journey into the Rodeo World only lasted 
4 years with the Rodeos being discontinued in 1956 because of “finances and a scarcity of riding 
critters” according to a local newspaper report of the day.

With better planning and organization, and strong community support, the Chamber resumed its 
“Amateur Rodeo” in 1965 christening it the “Elizabeth Stampede”. The Amateur Rodeos became an 
annual affair for more than 20 years, held on a weekend in late May or early June.
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1988 – THE TURNING POINT

1988 was the single most important year in the history of the 
Elizabeth Stampede. Faced with significant challenges to its 
continuation as a local Amateur Rodeo, the Stampede went Pro 
with the PRCA – Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. It not 
only saved The Rodeo, but started the Stampede on the road to 
consistent growth and success.

What prompted the move from “Amateur” to “Pro”? The Elizabeth 
Stampede served as a pretty good revenue source for the 
Chamber of Commerce until the 1980’s when the annual Rodeo 
profit picture became spotty at best, especially near the end of
the decade. 

For example, Chamber of Commerce archived records show that 1986 produced a disappointing 
profit of only $3,160.19 – not much considering all that went into putting on The Rodeo. And the 
1987 Rodeo experienced a $269.57 loss. By 1988 Chamber leadership grew tired of the Stampede’s 
listless financial performance and wanted steps taken to improve the profit situation if The Rodeo 
was to continue. Meanwhile, the head of the Colorado State Rodeo Association was pressuring the 
Stampede to do away with contestant entry fees, something The Rodeo could not afford given the 
Chamber’s insistence on an improved bottom line. If contestant entry fees weren’t waived, the head 
of the Colorado State Rodeo Association threatened to prohibit Association member Cowboys from 
competing at the Stampede. Faced with these daunting challenges, Rodeo Committee members 
ROGER EVANS, ELDON COOPER, ROBERT ROGERS and SUE ROGERS, and Stampede Stock 
Contractor BOB WEST went into action.

The PRCA Years



ROGER EVANS had been a PRCA Rodeo competitor and 
served as a Stampede volunteer since the mid 1970’s. He ran 
everything that went on in The Rodeo Arena working with the 
stock contractor, running the events and bringing in the 
contestants, which required getting The Rodeo sanctioned 
every year by the Colorado State Rodeo Association. Faced 
with a need to bring in a healthy profit for the Chamber of 
Commerce and the threat of an Colorado State Rodeo 
Association boycott, and drawing on his experience as a 
PRCA Cowboy, Roger worked with Stampede Stock 
Contractor Bob West and PRCA officials to get the ball rolling 
for the changeover from an Amateur to a Pro Rodeo. 

Diane & Roger Evans, 2008
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They Started The PRCA Rodeo

BOB WEST was the Stampede’s Stock Contractor 1986 
through the early PRCA years. He had a pen on bucking 
bulls that was the envy of the rodeo industry. A lot of the 
pro cowboys in the PRCA were after West to take his 
Amateur Rodeos pro with the PRCA so they could ride 
his bulls. So with the Elizabeth Stampede facing a do-or-
die situation with its Amateur Rodeo, West worked with 
The Rodeo’s organizing committee to change the 
Stampede to a PRCA rodeo in 1988. And it helped West 
become a PRCA contractor, because along with 
Elizabeth he needed to bring another four of his Amateur 
Rodeos along the pro road including the Eagle, Golden 
and Keenesburg, Colorado rodeos.

Bob West (center) with sons Scott (left) 
and Steve (right) 2013

When his job prevented ROBERT ROGERS from making the 
commitment needed to take on the official duties of Rodeo 
Committee Chair for the 1988 Stampede, wife SUE ROGERS stepped 
into the position with Robert working behind-the-scenes as the 
unofficial Co-Chair. A meeting with the PRCA was set up to get the 
Stampede sanctioned and a Rodeo Committee of thirteen hard 
working, dedicated volunteers was organized. More top quality Pro 
contestants brought more spectators and more ticket revenue. Robert “Buck” Rogers, 2008



Before he moved to Elizabeth, ELDON COOPER had helped take the 
Adams County Rodeo from a local Amateur Rodeo to a Pro Rodeo 
with the PRCA when he served on the Adams County Fair Board 
and Co-Chaired the Rodeo. It was a move that more than tripled 
Rodeo attendance in the first year. Eldon helped convince Elizabeth 
Chamber leaders that putting on the Stampede as a PRCA Rodeo 
was the key to the future. 

Mary Jo & Eldon Cooper, 2008
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Once the Stampede was officially designated as a PRCA 
Rodeo, the work of planning, organizing and promoting 
The Rodeo began. Joining ROGER and DIANE EVANS, 
ELDON and MARY JO COOPER, ROBERT “BUCK” and 
SUE ROGERS on the 1988 PRCA Rodeo Committee were 
CARL “BEAR” and LIZANNE KAY, ED and DONNA 
LOVELACE,, TOM and KATHY KNOWLES, and KAREN 
HERBOLDSHEIMER. A major league PRCA Rodeo 
attracting more top competitors and more spectators 
translated to a $10,085.64 profit and the Stampede’s future 
was set.

The first chapters of this history feature the recollections 
and stories from members of that first Elizabeth Stampede 
PRCA Rodeo Committee.

Bear and Lizanne Kay, 2008

Donna and Ed Lovelace, 2008

Karen Herboldsheimer, 2008

Tom & Kathy Knowles, 2013

The PRCA Years

They Started The PRCA Rodeo



Turning Pro with 
the PRCA brought 

in the Rodeo 
World’s top 

Cowboys and 
substantially 

boosted spectator 
attendance giving 

Chamber of 
Commerce 

leadership the 
profit they 

demanded to 
insure the 

continuation of 
The Elizabeth 

Stampede

The Entrance Sign 
for the Stampede’s 
First PRCA Rodeo

The Bottom Line of the Stampede’s first PRCA Rodeo Saved The Rodeo and Started 
The Stampede on the Road to Consistent Growth and Success.
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Actual Balance Sheet for 1988 PRCA Rodeo 
Courtesy the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce Archives

The PRCA Years

They Started The PRCA Rodeo



THE MODEL FOR SUCCESS

Besides being the year of the Stampede’s first PRCA Rodeo, 1988 was important to the Elizabeth 
Stampede for another reason – It was the year that DON and LEANNA MORGAN joined The Rodeo as 
a volunteers. Leanna became a Rodeo Director in 1993 and served as Rodeo Treasurer for 5 years 
Don assumed the duties of Rodeo Committee Chair in 1990 and and Rodeo Association President in 
1995 serving as head of The Rodeo for 12 years. Together Leanna and Don built a model for success 
that didn’t just recognize the importance of what went on in the rodeo arena, but that also stressed 
the importance of the spectators; the sponsors, community involvement and the other things 
important to the future of the Stampede. The result was more than a decade of unprecedented growth 
and success under their leadership and we continue to build on that model for success to this day. 

Bill Snead, 2009

Bill Snead joined The Stampede Volunteer Family in 1989 and has been 
a Rodeo Director since 1996 becoming Rodeo President in 2012. Bill 
describes how their Big Picture perspective brought important 
organizational structure to The Rodeo. “It was a vision for the 
Stampede that took into account all the elements of The Rodeo –
contestants, stock contractor, spectators, sponsors, volunteers and the 
community.” Bill explains that it takes working on each area to build 
success, and that as president, Don had a way with people that got 
everyone involved with The Rodeo to believe the same thing. “Don was 
one of those guys that if there was something that needed to be done 
and you were sitting there in a meeting, by the end of the night you 
volunteered for it. Everyone liked Don and he got people to do what 
needed to be done. Don was just that kind of person.”
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Don & Leanna Morgan, 2009

The Morgan’s Set The Standard

Bill Snead 2009



Norm Almquist, 2012

Like so many Elizabeth Stampede volunteers, 
Norm Almquist and wife Linda started attending 
The Rodeo as spectators. They were spectators at 
The Rodeo throughout the 1980s including the 
Stampede’s first PRCA Rodeo in 1988. 

Norm moved from Spectator to Volunteer when 
prior to the start of a Rodeo Performance in the 
1990’s Roger Evans and Ed Lovelace recruited 
Norm to help with the Rodeo set up. Since Norm 
and Linda are a team, Linda quickly joined Norm as 
a Volunteer.

Norm started as a Volunteer with the PRCA 
Committee working in the Arena with the livestock 
and Rodeo Events, first in the calf pens then as 
Timed Events Lead, followed by 3 years as Vice 
Chair and 3 years as Chair of the Committee.

Norm became a Rodeo Director in 2003 and then President starting with the 2007 Rodeo year 
serving as President through 2011. Norm’s 5 years in office was a period that challenged The 
Rodeo’s viability. When other small market Rodeos were not able to weather the economic storm of 
2010 and 2011, Norm’s leadership not only preserved the Stampede but put it on a firm foundation 
for future years. Norm brought a lot of new thinking to The Rodeo while building on the traditions of 
the past. He brought sound business principles to the financial planning side of The Rodeo and built 
a strong team of committee chairs and volunteers. Norm capped off his 5 years as Rodeo President 
in 2011 with one of The Rodeo’s strongest financial performances, and with the Elizabeth Stampede 
being voted by PRCA members as the 2011 PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year.

Greg & Angelique Dieker 2012

Greg Dieker succeeded Norm as Chair of the PRCA Committee, now 
called the Rodeo Committee. Greg talks about Norm’s special 
contributions. “In late 2006, Norm Almquist took over the helm as 
President of The Rodeo. As a longtime volunteer, Committee Chair
and Board Member he was the overwhelming choice to lead the 
Stampede into the next decade. His metal was tested when he led the 
Board through some very difficult organizational and financial issues 
only to see us come out stronger and better organized than at any 
time in our history.”
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The PRCA

PRCA – The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association sanctions and oversees about 600 
professional Rodeos in the US and Canada, of which more than 500 are small market rodeos like ours.
As a membership-driven organization, the PRCA works to ensure that every event it sanctions is 
managed with fairness and competence and that the livestock used are healthy and cared for to the 
highest standards. Through various organizing committees, the PRCA conducts Tour Championship, 
Circuit Championship, National Finals Championship and Bull Riding Championship Rodeos. Millions 
of dollars are paid out to Cowboys achieving the fastest times for the Roping, and Steer Wrestling 
events, and the highest judges’ scores for the Bronc and Bull Riding events at these PRCA 
Championships and local PRCA Rodeos. 

The top money-earners from the Tour designated smaller Rodeos, and the Tour designated larger 
Rodeos, compete for Tour Championships at the Finals for each Tour. Top regional money-earners 
compete at Circuit Finals Rodeos for Circuit Championships. Circuit winners compete at the National 
Circuit Finals Rodeo for National Championships. The top 15 money-earners in all of Rodeo compete 
at the 10-day NFR – National Finals Rodeo – for World Championships and runner-up Reserve World 
Championships, as well as Average or Aggregate NFR Championships (best total combined judges 
scores in Rough Stock Bronc and Bull Riding events or best combined times in the Roping and Steer 
Wrestling events). Bull Riders also compete in “PRCA Xtreme Bulls” Tour events for the Tour 
Championship.

PRCA Xtreme Bulls: In 2012, the Elizabeth Stampede became the newest stop on the 2012 PRCA 
Xtreme Bulls Tour joining other top Rodeos such as Ft. Worth and San Antonio, Texas; Rapid City, 
South Dakota; Greeley, Colorado; Reno-Tahoe; Oklahoma City; Ellensburg, Washington and others. 
The PRCA’s best Bull Riders combine with the PRCA’s toughest Bulls to create non-stop, gut-
wrenching, edge-of-your-seat action. The Stampede started its own Bull Riding Rodeo event in 2004 
called “Radical Bulls” on Friday Night of Rodeo Weekend. In 2008 the Friday Bull Riding Event 
became a sanctioned PBR (Professional Bull Riders) event through 2011. Then in 2012 the Stampede 
decided to return to its roots with an all-PRCA Rodeo Weekend by partnering with the PRCA’s Xtreme 
Bulls Tour for the Stampede’s Friday night performance.

The Elizabeth Stampede’s First PRCA Rodeo of the Year Award: In 2011, the Elizabeth Stampede was 
voted by the PRCA membership in the U.S. and three Canadian provinces as “PRCA Small Rodeo 
Committee of the Year” for the first time. Voting on this honor were PRCA contestants, stock 
contractors, contract entertainment personnel and other contract personnel, individual rodeo 
committees and other PRCA card-carrying members – in other words, everyone in the PRCA Rodeo 
World. The honor is commonly referred to with the more descriptive “PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year”
because the honor recognizes not just the leadership of The Rodeo, but ALL the volunteers that put 
on the rodeo, the stock contractor, the rodeo’s sponsors and the community that benefits from and 
supports the rodeo. “Small” refers to the amount of prize money and “added money” or additional 
prize money that a Rodeo Committee adds to the purse. “Small” Rodeos are limited in the amount of 
total prize money they can award before they move up to the medium size rodeo category. Writer’s 
Note: Another variation of the award’s name is “PRCA Small Market Rodeo of the Year”.
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JUDGE SCORED ROUGH STOCK RIDING EVENTS

Saddle Bronc Riding evolved from the actual ranch work of 
“bucking out” and breaking saddle horses. The rider uses a single 
loosely braided rope rein and halter, and a specially designed 
saddle that has no saddle horn. Judges look for a balanced, fluid 
riding style with spurring from front to back in time with the horse’s 
bucking. Riders need to fully extend their legs forward over the
horse’s shoulders when the horse’s front legs hit the ground, and 
to bring their spurs as far back as possible to cantle at the rear of 
the saddle, bending his legs at the knees, when the horse’s back 
legs hit the ground. Extra score points are earned if the rider’s toes 
are pointed out throughout the spurring motion. The two judges 
have a maximum of 25 points each to score how well the horse 
bucks and kicks out with its rear legs, and a maximum of 25 points 
each to score how well the rider spurs in rhythm with the horse.
Winning scores are usually in the high 80s and occasionally in the 
low 90s. The rider is disqualified if he does not hold his legs 
extended with his spurs over the horse’s shoulders until the horse 
lands on both front feet with the first jump out of the chute, which is 
called “marking out” the horse. The Cowboy can also be 
disqualified for touching himself, the horse, the saddle or the rein 
with his free hand. The rider must stay on the horse for 8 seconds 
to get a score. 

Bareback Riding probably developed from Cowboys trying to out-
do each other by riding a wild horse without a saddle. The rigging 
the Cowboy uses is a handle that resembles a suitcase handle 
which is cinched to the horse’s back. Judges look for the rider to 
lay back on the horse using a wild and flamboyant, up and back 
spurring style. Riders need to bring their feet and spurs down and 
forward over the horse’s shoulders when the horse’s front legs hit 
the ground, and bring their feet, spurs and knees up as high as 
possible when the horse’s rear legs hit the ground. Extra points are 
awarded when the rider’s toes are pointed out throughout the 
spurring motion. The two judges have a maximum of 25 points each
to score how well the horse bucks and kicks out with its rear legs, 
and a maximum of 25 points each to score how well the rider spurs 
while countering the bucks, ducks and dives of the bronc. Top 
scores are usually in the high 80s. Riders are disqualified if they do 
not “mark out” – hold their legs extended with their spurs over the 
horse’s shoulders until the first jump out of the bucking chute is 
completed – or if they touch the horse or themselves with their free 
hand. Riders must stay on the bronc for 8 seconds to get a score. 5-
time World Bareback Champion Bruce Ford was a regular 
competitor and Champion at the Elizabeth Stampede.

5-Time World Saddle Bronc Champion Billy Etbauer

5-Time World Bareback Bronc Champion Bruce Ford
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Bull Riding is Rodeo’s extreme sport event and probably started on 
a Cowboy dare. The rider is scored more for just staying on the 2,000 
pound bull than for riding style. Typically bulls buck with so much 
strength and force that more Cowboys are bucked off than complete 
a “qualified” 8 second ride. The rider uses a rope rigging that is 
pulled tight around the bull’s mid-section and held in one hand. The 
rope rigging has a cow bell attached to it so it falls away from the bull 
when the rider lets go of the rope and jumps off the bull or is bucked 
off. A “flack jacket vest” is worn to protect the rider if he is hooked or 
stomped by the bull once he hits the ground. Two judges have a 
maximum of 25 points each to score how well the bull bucks, dives 
and spins, and a maximum of 25 points each to score how well the
rider moves in balance with the difficult moves of the bull. Top 
scores are usually in the high 80s and low 90s. Riders are 
disqualified if they touch themselves or the bull with the free hand 
during the ride. 

Rough Stock Re-Ride Rule – If the judges feel the horses or bulls 
do not perform well enough to give the riders a fair chance to 
compete, the riders may be awarded a "re-ride” with another horse or 
bull. The contestants have the option of accepting the original score 
given by the judges or taking the re-ride.

1982  World Bull Riding Champion 
Charles Sampson

Josh Peek wrestles a steer to the ground 
at the Elizabeth Stampede

Steer Wrestling, formerly called Bull-Dogging, was invented by African-
American Cowboy Bill Picket who performed around the turn of the 20th 
century with Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show and other Western 
Extravaganzas. Steer Wrestling is a timed event that uses a barrier string 
across the front of the rider’s box to give the steer a head start. The steer 
runs out of the chute first when the gate is opened. It has a light rope 
around its neck that breaks away and releases the barrier string when the 
steer has reached its full head start distance. The rider and horse then 
charge out of the box. If the Cowboy leaves the box before the barrier is 
rope is released by the steer – referred to as "breaking the barrier“ – a 10 
second penalty is added to his time, which essentially puts him out of the 
money. When the rider gets alongside the running steer, he jumps from the 
horse down on the steer’s shoulders. He grabs the steer’s horns, plants 
his feet, grabs the steer’s nose and twists the head to throw the 500 – 600 
pound steer to the ground. The Arena judge drops his flag to stop the time 
when the steer is thrown on its side or back with all four feet off the 
ground and pointing in the same direction. Winning times are usually in 
the high 3 second to low 4 second range.

TIMED EVENTS

JUDGE SCORED ROUGH STOCK RIDING EVENTS
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TIMED EVENTS

Tie-Down Roping – Formerly called Calf Roping, 
this event is loosely based on ranch work. A calf 
breaks from the roping chute with a light rope around 
its neck that breaks away and releases the barrier 
string when the calf reaches its full head start 
distance. The Cowboy then breaks from the roping 
box, ropes the calf around the neck, jumps from his 
horse, “flanks” the calf or throws it to the ground by 
grabbing the calf on one side and lifting the calf off 
the ground with both hands. The Cowboy then ties 
the two hind legs and one front leg together with 
three wraps and a half hitch using a second smaller 
rope called a “Piggin’ String”. Time is stopped when 
the roper raises his hands in the air. The Cowboy 
returns to his horse, mounts and rides forward, 
relaxing the rope. The calf must stay tied for 6 
seconds for a qualified time. Winning times can be in

4-Time World 
Barrel Racing Champion 

Kristie Peterson

Rodeo Events

the 8-9 second range in larger outdoor arenas. There is a 10 second penalty if the Cowboy leaves the roping box too early 
breaking the barrier string across the front of the box which almost always puts the Roper out of the money.

Barrel Racing – A Cowgirl and horse run a cloverleaf pattern around three barrels in this timed event. Most horses turn 
best to their left, pushing off with the right hind leg. As a result, most riders will start their run with a turn to the right around 
the 1st barrel and finish with two left turns around the 2nd and 3rd barrels. Winning times on a standard course in most 
arenas is usually around 16-17 seconds. Winning times for a tighter pattern used in smaller arenas is usually around 13-14 
seconds. Almost without fail, horse and rider will finish out of the money if they knock down any barrels, incurring a 5 
second penalty for each tipped barrel. 4-time World Barrel Racing Champion Kristie Peterson is an Elbert County native and 
Elizabeth Stampede Barrel Racing Champion.

2010 World 
Timed Events Champion 

Josh Peek

Team Roping developed from skills used to brand and 
doctor cattle on a ranch. Team Roping is also a timed event 
that uses a barrier string to give the steer a head start. The 
steer runs out of the chute first when the gate is opened. 
The light rope around its neck breaks away and releases 
the barrier string when the steer has reached its full head 
start distance. Two Cowboys work together as a team with 
the “Header” roping the steer first, around the horns. The 
“Header” wraps or “dallies” the end of the rope around his

saddle horn and turns his horse and the steer to the left. The “Heeler” then ropes the steer around both hind legs or
“heels” and “dallies” his rope. The Arena judge drops his flag to stop the time when ropers and horses are turned and 
facing each other with their ropes taut. Winning times are usually in the 5-6 second range. A 5 second penalty is added 
for roping only one hind leg and a 10 second penalty is added if the “Header” leaves the roping box too early and breaks 
the barrier string before the steer trips it. The penalties usually put the team out of the money. 

Photo: Accomplished local Team Roper Lee Lancaster moves in to “Heel” a steer at the Elizabeth Stampede Community Rodeo.
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1988
Committee Chair: Sue Rogers

1989
Committee Co-Chairs: Don Morgan 
and John Bragg

1990
Committee Chairs: Don Morgan and 
John Bragg

1991
Committee Chair: Don Morgan
Local Events & 
Advertising: Tim Bowlin
PRCA: Ken Holder
Queens & WPRA: Tammy Stockton
Dances: John Bragg
Advertising & Program: Tom Peck
Finance: Terry Sims
Vendors: Gayle Bragg
Arena: Roger Evans
Gate & Security: Arlan Grover
Raffles: Diane Joiner
Hats & T-Shirts; Old Timers; 

Volunteers: Leann Morgan
Concessions: Gary & Linda Rudd

1992
Committee Chair: Don Morgan
Advertising & Program: Tom Peck
Beer Garden: Leslie Clark
Finances & Dances: Terry Sims
Gates & Tickets: Linda Mai-Snead
Local Events: Tim Bowlin
Old Timers: Leann Morgan
Parade: Don Shenk
Parking/Security: Jack Knous
Photo Album: Vickee Fleming
Grounds: Leon Thomas
PRCA: Ken Holder
Promotions/Raffles: Leann Morgan
Queens & WPRA: Tammy Stockton
Vendors/Concessions: Gayle Bragg
Volunteers: Bill Snead

1993
Committee Chair: Don Morgan
Director: Roger Evans
Director: Ken Holder
Director: Leann Morgan
Director: Terry Sims
Director: Tammy Stockton

1994
Committee Chair: Don Morgan
Director: Roger Evans
Director: Ken Holder
Director: Leann Morgan
Director: Terry Sims
Director: Tammy Stockton

Rodeo Officers and Directors

1995
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Director: Tammy Stockton
Director: Ken Holder
Director: Leann Morgan
Director: Rondi Davis
Director: Paul Hossack
Director: Chuck Nichols
Director: Linda Mai-Snead
1996
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Vice President: Chuck Nichols
Secretary: Tammy Stockton
Treasurer: Leann Morgan
Director: Rondi Davis
Director: Paul Hossack
Director: Don Shenk
Director: Linda Mai-Snead
Director: Bill Snead
1997
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Vice President: Don Shenk
Secretary: Tammy Stockton
Treasurer: Leann Morgan
Director: Rondi Davis
Director: Paul Hossack
Director: Gayle Bragg
Director: Bill Snead
1998
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Vice-President: Gayle Bragg
Secretary: Tammy Stockton
Treasurer: Leann Morgan
Director: Paul Hossack
Director: Bill Snead
Director: Vickee Fleming
1999
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Vice-President: Tom Stockton
Secretary: Tammy Stockton
Treasurer: Leann Morgan
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Vickee Fleming
Director: Ken Holder
Director: Chuck Nichols
Director: Wally Wessel
Director: Bill Snead
2000
President, Chairman: Don Morgan
Vice-President: Tom Stockton
Secretary: Tammy Stockton
Treasurer: Leann Morgan
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: Chuck Nichols
Director: Wally Wessel
Director: Bill Snead

2003
President & Gen. Chairman: Tom 
Stockton
Vice President: Simon Moore
Treasurer: Rob Wolfe
Secretary: Terri Somers
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Bill Snead
Director: John Vandenberg
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Ginger Gordier

2004
President: Tom Stockton
Director: Simon Moore
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: Terri Somers
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Bill Snead
Director: John Vandenberg
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Ginger Gordier

2005
President: Tom Stockton
Director: Rudy Lohman
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: Terri Somers
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Bill Snead
Director: John Vandenberg
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Ginger Gordier

2006
President: Tom Stockton
Vice President: Norm Almquist
Treasurer: Rob Wolfe
Secretary: Terri Somers
Director: Rudy Lohman
Director: Jack Christensen
Director: Bill Snead
Director: John Vandenberg

2007
President: Norm Almquist
Vice President: Jack 
Christensen
Treasurer: Rob Wolfe
Secretary: Terri Somers
Director: Rudy Lohman
Director: Kathy Sweigart
Director: Jace Glick
Director: Bill Snead
Director: John Vandenberg
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2008
President: Norm Almquist
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Bill Snead
Treasurer: Jace Glick
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: John Vandenberg
Director: Buddy Cox
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Greg Dieker

2009
President: Norm Almquist
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Bill Snead
Treasurer: Jace Glick
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: Buddy Cox
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Greg Dieker

2010
President: Norm Almquist
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Bill Snead
Treasurer: Jace Glick
Director: Rob Wolfe
Director: Buddy Cox
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Bridgett Bragg
Director: JJ Heim

2011
President: Norm Almquist
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Bill Snead
Treasurer: Buddy Cox
Director: Terry Reiss
Director: Jace Glick
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Bridgett Bragg
Director: Linda Mai-Snead

2012
President: Bill Snead
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Terry Reiss
Treasurer: Buddy Cox
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Jace Glick
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Bridgett Bragg
Director: Linda Mai-Snead

Rodeo Officers and Directors

2013
President: Bill Snead
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Terry Reiss
Treasurer: Buddy Cox
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Jace Glick
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Linda Mai-Snead

2014
President: Bill Snead
Vice President: Kathy Sweigart
Secretary: Linda Mai-Snead
Treasurer: Buddy Cox
Director: Norm Almquist
Director: Jace Glick
Director Ron Vermillion
Director: Terry Reiss
Director: Joanne Hoefer
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FRIDAY NIGHT OF THE PRCA RODEO WEEKEND – In 2012, the Elizabeth 
Stampede became the newest stop on the 2012 PRCA Xtreme Bulls Tour joining 
other top Rodeos such as Ft. Worth and San Antonio, Texas; Rapid City, South 
Dakota; Greeley, Colorado; Reno-Tahoe; Oklahoma City; Ellensburg, 
Washington and others. The PRCA’s best Bull Riders combine with the PRCA’s 
toughest Bulls to create non-stop, gut-wrenching, edge-of-your-seat action. The 
Stampede has a long history in producing its own Bull Riding Rodeo events 
since 2004. It was first launched under the name “Radical Bulls” and held on 
Friday Night of Rodeo Weekend. In 2008 the Bull Riding became a sanctioned 
PBR (Professional Bull Riders) event through 2011. Then in 2012 the Stampede 
decided to return to its roots with an all-PRCA Rodeo Weekend by partnering 
with the PRCA’s Xtreme Bulls Tour. It’s a non-stop bull riding action. 50 of the 
rodeo world’s top bull riders going head to head on 50 of the toughest bulls. 
One ride each for all the money. World Champions and National Finals Rodeo 
Qualifiers, they all come to the Elizabeth Stampede Xtreme Bulls.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON OF THE PRO RODEO WEEKEND – 2007 marked the 
start of the annual Elizabeth Stampede “Red, White and Blue Rodeo”. The 
events of 9/11 and the war in Iraq and Afghanistan brought home the reminder 
that freedom does not come free. The performance on Sunday afternoon is a 
“Stars and Stripes” affair to honor local service men and women both past and 
present. Our brave service men and women deserve a debt of gratitude for the 
sacrifices they make to protect our freedom to enjoy the American way of life 
and traditions like the Elizabeth Stampede. Honor, Respect, Bravery. We salute 
the core principles of America’s soldiers because they so proudly reflect the 
ways of the West. Since 2011 the Stampede has participated in the Wrangler 
National Patriot program and has collected donations at the gate of the Red 
White and Blue Rodeo to support wounded or fallen American veterans and 
their families through the Patriot program. This special rodeo performance also 
features a special empty saddle tribute to valued Stampede friends who have 
passed during the previous year. 

The Elizabeth Stampede started its community charitable support in 2006 by 
conducting a Breast Cancer awareness/charitable giving fund raiser program in 
conjunction with the Saturday night PRCA Rodeo for families battling this 
terrible disease. Since then the Stampede has expanded its local community 
support with the formation of the Elizabeth Stampede Foundation in 2009. The 
Foundation is the trail in which the generosity of others is returned to the 
community of Elizabeth, CO and its neighbors, enabling us to preserve the 
western legacy of providing support and assistance to those in need. Whether 
it’s awarding scholarships for continued education, donating to charities, or 
simply offering a little financial support to a family in need, the foundation 
reaches many. A small group of dedicated volunteers work diligently year 
round to raise money to enable the Foundation to meet its goal of helping those 
in need. To make a financial donation send a check or money order to: 
Elizabeth Stampede Foundation, PO Box 1062, Elizabeth, CO, 80107. Please 
note Foundation Donation on you check.

The Rodeo Today - Special Events

Stampede Foundation

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++d
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ELIZABETH STAMPEDE 
COMMUNITY RODEO

Elizabeth Colorado’s first regular organized Rodeos were 
Amateur Rodeos started by the Elizabeth Commercial 
Association in 1937. The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 
continued the tradition of putting on Amateur Rodeos 1952-
1955 and again in 1965 with the restart of The Rodeo as the 
“Elizabeth Stampede”.

When the Stampede went Pro in 1988 with the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association, it expanded from a two 
performance Amateur Rodeo to a three performance Pro 
Rodeo – Friday night, Saturday night and Sunday afternoon. 

Ken Holder, Bill Snead and Roger Evans took the initiative 
to retain the Stampede’s Local Amateur tradition convincing 
the Rodeo organizers to retain the Local Amateur Events of 
Team Penning, Team Roping, Calf Roping, Ribbon Roping, 
Open Barrel Racing, Kids Barrel Race, Rawhide Races and 
Wild Cow Milking and hold them between the Pro Rodeo 
performances. 

When a 4th Pro Rodeo performance on Saturday afternoon 
was added to the schedule in the mid 1990’s, under the 
direction of Bill Snead, the Amateur Events were moved to a 
separate Rodeo called The Elizabeth Stampede Community 
Rodeo, a full two-day event held on a weekend before the 
PRCA Rodeo. 

The Community Rodeo events: Team, Tie Down and Break 
Away Roping; Barrel Racing; Pole Bending; Mutton Bustin’; 
Calf Riding; Steer Riding; Bull Riding; Young Guns; Rough 
Riders.

In 2009, a charity Stick Horse Race was added that pitted 
adult teams from various community organizations against 
each other for the prestigious title of “Elizabeth Stampede 
Stick Horse Champions”.
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“The Stampede is my extended family. My closest friends are 
Stampede friends. When I joined the Stampede volunteer team, it 
was my very first meeting and the camaraderie and the connection
between all the volunteers, they were all like one big family.”

“My very first job as a Volunteer was to organize and manage the 
trash clean up after every performance. Then I also helped with the 
Local Amateur Events. After two years being responsible for clean 
up, I got more heavily involved with the Local Events and grew 
from there.”

“The Local Amateur Events were held before the PRCA Rodeo 
performances. Then when we moved them to a separate Rodeo, I 
moved with them to the Amateur Rodeo Committee. I was Vice-
Chair and Chair of the committee. It was my special baby. We 
changed the name to the Community Rodeo to grow and expand it 
by getting the community more involved.”

“I had the passion and belief in what it was. My goal was always 
that I wanted it to succeed.”

BRIDGETTE PADGETT 2009, Long Time Community Rodeo 
Committee Chair

“I started Roping at the Stampede in the Local Amateur Events 
when I was in Junior High. 8th grade was the first year you could 
join the High School Rodeo Team in Castle Rock. The Local Events
were held on Saturday afternoon before the Saturday night PRCA 
Rodeo. 

“1991 was a particularly memorable year. My Wife and I won the 
Ribbon Roping in 1991 and I placed in the money in Calf Roping 
and Break Away Roping. The Elizabeth Stampede is a real family 
tradition. The heritage of The Rodeo, the way the Stampede is run, 
the way everyone is treated from contestants to spectators to 
sponsors, you can’t beat it.”

LANCE BAKEMEYER 2009, Amateur Event Champion

Community Rodeo Page 41



GRASSROOTS PRCA RODEOS OFFER 
MUCH TO CONTESTANTS, COMMUNITIES

ELIZABETH, COLO., JUNE 5-6
An eight-time PRCA Mountain States Circuit 

Small Rodeo of the Year, the Elizabeth (Colo.) 
Stampede Rodeo has established itself as one of 
the top rodeos of its size. Located approximately 
30 miles southeast of Denver, the rodeo has a 
rich history that dates back to the early 1900’s.

“Those early rodeos were said to be informal 
cowboy competitions put on from time to time 
by a small group of ranchers, cowboys and a 
few local citizens,” said John Goetz, the 
Stampede’s historian. “They evolved into 
organized annual rodeos put on by the Elizabeth 
Chamber of Commerce starting in 1952. Today 
the Stampede is put on by the all-volunteer 
Elizabeth Rodeo Association.”

A PRCA-sanctioned rodeo since 1988, the 
Stampede has seen some of the association’s 
best cowboys compete at the 2,000-seat Casey 
Jones Park rodeo arena.

Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Association 
President Norm Almquist began attending the 
Stampede as a fan in the early 1980s and has 
been coming back as a volunteer for years.

“I keep coming back every year because of the 
people we have, and we have a lot of of good 
people here,” Almquist said. “We do this 
because the rodeo is important to us and our 
community. There’s a lot of energy. New ideas 
and new leadership keep things moving.”

The Stampede and its committee have a lofty 
reputation in the rodeo world among other rodeo 
committees, PRCA contestants and PRCA 
contract personnel.

“If I could blueprint or clone the Elizabeth 
committee and take it to other rodeos, we’d 
have a lot better deal,” announcer Les 
Ohlhauser said. “They work diligently. When 
they slam the gate after the last bull for this 
year, they’re already working on next year, and 
it really shows.”

Nominated several years for PRCA Small 
Rodeo of the Year, it’s clear that the Elizabeth 
committee has streamlined its production of a 
high-quality rodeo.

PSN 5/14/2010

Pro Rodeo Sports News                                           May 14, 2010

RODEO
ROUNDUP

The Elizabeth 
(Colo.) Rodeo is an 
eight-time PRCA 
Mountain States 
Circuit Small 
Rodeo of the Year 
that has made a 
reputation for itself 
in the rodeo 
community as a 
top-flight PRCA 
rodeo.
–Photo courtesy of 
the Elizabeth (Colo.) 
Rodeo Association
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BY MARVIN OLBERDING
The state of Colorado has a 
storied rodeo history, dating   
back to the first rodeo in 

Deer Trail in 1869,  and is home to a 
few of the more high-profile rodeos 
of the year (Denver, Greeley, 
Colorado Springs) in the PRCA. In 
recent years, however, some of the 
state’s All American-level events 
have made the rodeo world take 
notice, whether as the site of world-
record ride, a perennial award-
winning committee or as one of the 
PRCA’s most note worthy charitable 
contributors.

This summer, the PSN toured 
some of these outstanding rodeos, 

taking advantage of the opportunity 
to see what has made them staples of 
cowboys’ annual travel schedules 
and what committees are doing to 
keep it that way.

ELIZABETH Stampede,
June 5

With Ponderosa pine trees 
surrounding the rodeo arena on the 
south, east and north sides and a 
view of the Rocky Mountains on the

western horizon, the Elizabeth 
Stampede features the ambience you 
might expect from a Colorado rodeo.

Over the course of two 
performances on June 5, there was 
plenty of great rodeo action to be 
seen inside the arena, but after 
spending a day on the rodeo grounds, 
it became easy to see why the 
Stampede it is regarded as one of the 
best small rodeos in the Mountain 
States circuit.

In its 23 years as a PRCA rodeo 
(the town has hosted amateur rodeos 
since 1952), Elizabeth has made quite 
an impression on cowboys, who have 
helped to make it the Mountain 
States Circuit’s Small Rodeo of the Year

ProRodeo.com 

ALL AMERICAN PRORODEO SERIES

Summer tour of All American rodeos reveals many compelling stories

Pro Rodeo Sports News                                           August 20, 2010
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eight times. Contestants like Wrangler 
National Finals bull rider Clayton Savage, 
who was competing at the Stampede for the 
first time, quickly learned how the rodeo got 
its reputation.

“Every time I turn around, they’re trying 
to give me a bottle of water or put some food 
in my mouth,” said Savage, who had just 
received an adjustment from a chiropractor 
provided for the cowboys. “They’re taking 
really good care of us here.”

For bareback rider Tim Shirley, who 
needs less than two hours to get to Elizabeth 
from his home in Conifer, Colo.,
the hospitality – which includes a contestant 
tent offering breakfast, lunch and dinner –
is always part of the draw, but the rodeo 
itself keeps him coming back.

“The crowd’s always into it, which makes 
it fun,” said Shirley, who gave the fan 
something extra to appreciate during the 
evening performance when he walked to the 
fence and gave a kiss to his baby daughter,

Rylee, after his ride. “The horses seem to 
buck here every year, so it’s just a good, 
fun rodeo.”

For its part, the standing-room only 
crowd – which was part of a record-setting 
weekend in Stampede attendance – had a 
great moment or its own during the 
Saturday night show, which also served as 
the Wrangler Tough Enough to Wear Pink 
performance. As a pickup carrying breast 
cancer survivors drove around the arena, 
fans from every section took their turn to 
stand in unison and applaud the
women for their courage.

As the Stampede has grown and thrived 
since 1988, the Elizabeth Committee, 
which like many small rodeos sees families 
return to volunteer year after year, has not 
lost sight of the people who helped the 
rodeo get started with the PRCA. During 
the evening performance, the committee 
recognized Ed and Donna Lovelace, two of 
the 13 members who made up the 
inaugural committee 22 years ago, as

as pioneers of the event.
The idea that “rodeo is a family”

certainly rings true in Elizabeth, and it 
serves as one of the most important 
reasons the Stampede has seen the success 
it has.

A cowgirl checks out the action at the Elizabeth Stampede
–PRCA ProRodeo photo by Marvin Olberding

STAMPEDE TO READ

The Elizabeth (Colorado) Stampede kicked off its Stampede To Read reading initiative in March at Cherry Valley School 
in Franktown, Colo., one of six area elementary schools participating in the program. Students, who read a minimum of 
two hours a week for kindergarten through second grade and four hours a week for third through fifth grades over a 
four-week period, received a free ticket to the Elizabeth Stampede in June. Participating students also received special 
“Stampede To Read” buttons and bookmarks. The program is presented to the students at special school assemblies. 
Those who presented the program to more than 1,300 students in the six schools are, back row left to right, Program 
Coordinator Carol Williams; Stampede Vice President Kathy Sweigart; Stampede Barrelman J.W. Winklepleck; 
Stampede Historian John Goetz; Stampede Queen Tori Jo Slater, and Stampede Attendant Caroline Ginn.

Photo Courtesy of the Elizabeth Stampede

ProRodeo Sports News 5/25/2012
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RODEO COMMITTEES

Members of the Elizabeth (Colo.) Stampede committee donate thousands of hours to putting on one of Pro Rodeo’s best small-town rodeos. In 2011, Elizabeth won the 
PRCA’s Small Rodeo Committee of the Year Award.                      –Kerri Allardyce photo

BY KYLE PARTAIN

There’s an old saying that 
goes something like this: there
are two types of people in this

World, those who rush into a burning 
building to save others and those who 
watch the building burn. Take a look 
at the average ProRodeo committee, 
and there’s little doubt which category 
these dedicated volunteers fall into.

Year after year they give countless 
hours to put on an event they might 
not even get to see. They go the extra 
mile to make sure world champions 
and permit holders alike have the 
opportunity to compete, while at the 
same time hoping that they’ve put on 
the best possible show for the fans in 
the stands.

They serve as distant relatives to 
those on the rodeo trail – the types 
that you see once a year at the family 
reunion – and relish those few brief 
days in which they catch up on old 
times. And once the rodeo is over and 
the cowboys have left town, they feel a 
small void somewhere deep inside for 
a few days. Then, before they know it, 
it’s time to get back to work as plans 
take shape for the following year.

“The heart of a volunteer is the 
greatest thing in the world,” said Greg

T

Committees give
countless hours to

ProRodeo
Dieker of the Elizabeth (Colo.) 
Stampede voted ProRodeo’s Small 
Rodeo Committee of the Year for 
2011. “All they really want is to be a 
part of the rodeo and a Thank You, at 
the end of the day.

The rodeo had a total payout of just 
more than $44,000 last year, but it has 
long been considered a favorite stop 
for many cowboys in the Mountain 
States Circuit.
“Our goal has never been to be 

bigger, but we always want to be 
better,” Dieker said. “There’s no

March, 2012 Story in ProRodeo Sports News
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reason we can’t present a National 
Finals Rodeo-quality performance for 
our fans. We want the rodeo to be crisp, 
clean and fast. We pride ourselves on 
that. But it only happens thanks to the 
efforts of 200 volunteers – in a town of 
less than 1,500 people. Volunteer or not, 
Dieker said the committee isn’t willing 
to rest on its past accomplishments.”

“For example, for years we had six 
left-hand (delivery) chutes for the 
rough stock events,” Dieker said. You 
don’t have to be in the rodeo world long 
to know that some horses and bulls 
buck better from the left and some 
from the right. So we reconfigured the 
arena to have three left-hand chutes 
and three right-hand chutes.

“We like to think we’ve got a great 
rodeo here in Elizabeth, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t be looking for 
ways to improve. Every year we’re 
looking for that one little thing that will 
make the rodeo better for the 
contestants and fans.

“ In my case, I’m not thinking about 
putting a great rodeo this year,” said 
Dieker. “I want to be a part of building 
something bigger than that. I want to be 
able to sit in the stands in 30 years and 
know that the rodeo is as good as it ever 
was. And I had a hand in that.”



InsidetheArena

Bulldogger Del Ray Krauple of Bridgeport, Nebraska, traveled to the 2011 Elizabeth 
Stampede in Colorado to compete. The rodeo’s committee earned top honors from the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association

TOP RODEOS

Small Town, Big Rodeo
Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo organizers

remember their roots but change with the times.
By KYLE PARTAIN
---------------------------
---------------------------

HE SMALL OUTDOOR RODEO Committee of the Year award
banner – presented annually by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association – moved a few hours south in 2011 when the Elizabeth
(Colorado) Stampede Rodeo claimed top honors in a category that
features a large percentage of the PRCA’s 500-plus rodeos each year.T

After four wins in the last five 
years, the Rooftop Rodeo in Estes 
Park, Colorado, increased its prize 
money enough to be bumped into 
the medium outdoor rodeo catego-

ry, opening the door for Elizabeth to 
finally receive the recognition many 
would argue it had deserved for 
years. Celebrating 25 years as a 
professional rodeo in 2012, the event

couldn’t have won the award at a better 
time.

A fund-raising project for the local 
chamber of commerce, the rodeo 
struggled to earn a respectable profit in 
the mid-1980s, according to You Ain’t 
Gonna Believe This: A History of the 
Elizabeth Stampede by John Goetz.

“Faced with these daunting challenges, 
committee members Roger Evans, 
Eldon Cooper, Robert Rogers and Sue 
Rogers went into action,” Goetz wrote.

A former PRCA contestant, Evans 
used his ties to the association to steer 
the rodeo into the professional ranks.

“Going professional back in 1988 was 
the biggest change we’ve ever made,”
says Greg Dieker of the Elizabeth 
Stampede rodeo committee..

That’s saying something for a rodeo 
that seems to be constantly looking for 
ways to change – all for the better. In 
recent years, Elizabeth reconfigured its 
arena at Casey Jones Park to move the 
timed events chutes to the end opposite 
the rough-stock chutes, adding parking 
to accommodate the larger rigs and 
trailers used by today’s contestants, and 
expanded the grandstands as sellout 
crowds became the norm. And yet, more 
changes are in store for 2012.

Rough-stock contestants will notice 
that the arena’s six left-hand delivery 
chutes have been switched to three right-
hand and three left-hand chutes.

“We had the occasional animal that we 
wouldn’t bring there with just one 
delivery, but that won’t be an issue 
anymore,” says Hal Burns of Burns 
Rodeo, based in Laramie, Wyoming.

Burns has provided stock for more 
than 20 years in Elizabeth, missing only 
the rodeo’s first couple of years as a 
professional event.

Barrel racers will appreciate the 
addition of the new center alley for 
entering and exiting the arena. The alley 
replaces the an awkward side entry gate 
that had been previously used.

“They came to hate us for that, but 
they’re going to love us this year,” says 
Dieker. “We’ve really tried to listen to 
the contestants and be responsive to 
their needs through the years.
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InsidetheArena
“Our committee does such a great job 

that by the time the rodeo starts, my job 
is done. That gives me the chance to 
walk around and talk with fans, 
contestants and rodeo personnel. I think 
anyone who comes to the rodeo will find 
that all our volunteers are willing to 
listen to suggestions for improving our 
rodeo. That’s a big part of why we’ve 
been so successful.”

Tie-down roper Joe Colletti of Pueblo, 
Colorado has competed regularly in 
Elizabeth and calls it one of the better 
rodeos in the Mountain States circuit. 
He claimed the win in his event in 2011 
with an 8.8 second time.

“When they redid the arena a few 
years ago (moving the timed event 
chutes), they made it so much better for 
us,” he says, adding that most of his 
family has competed at the rodeo at 
some point in the event’s nearly 50 
years of existence. “They always seem 
to have really good crowds there.”

Another change for 2012 is the 
addition of a PRCA Xtreme Bulls event 
on Friday, June 1. Previously, the 
Professional Bull Riders sanctioned the 
opening-night bull riding.

“Fred (Boettcher, the PRCA bull 
riding director) and I talked with them 
about that in Las Vegas” says Burns 
who sits on the PRCA’s board of 
directors with Boettcher. “Saturday has 
been a tough day for them to draw guys 
in the bull riding – everyone wanted up 
on Sunday there – but we think the 
addition of the Xtreme Bulls will bring a 
lot of great bull riders to town, and that 
they’ll stick around to ride in the rodeo 
on Saturday. This should give them a 
word-class field for both the bull riding 
and the rodeo.

“Obviously, as the small rodeo 
committee of the year, they are very in 
tune with the PRCA, which played a 
part in them deciding to support the 
Xtreme Bulls Tour. One thing is for 
sure, our crew always look forward to 
going to Elizabeth.”

The committee in Elizabeth prides 
itself on producing a rodeo that mimics 
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in 
many ways. A crisp, fast-paced 
production keeps things moving and 
rarely gives fans a chance to take their 

eyes off the arena.

“A lot of credit for that goes to 
Angelique Dieker (Greg’s wife),” says 
announcer Les Ohlhauser, who has been 
at the microphone for every Elizabeth 
Stampede since the rodeo went 
professional. “She runs a tight ship 
when it comes to the grand entry, the 
rodeo, everything.”

Yet, Elizabeth hasn’t lost that small-
town rodeo feel, which is why families 
pack the stands each year.

“It’s family entertainment at its best,”
Ohlhauser says. “J.W. Winklepleck is 
the barrel man, and I’ve known him for 
years. There is no script between the two 
of us, but we keep the conversations 
family-friendly.”

The rodeo remains community-
friendly, as well. Financial factors led to 
the rodeo going professional, but 
organizers have continued to put on a 
community rodeo that draws contestants 
from Elizabeth and surrounding 
communities in a variety of events. Held 
in May in recent years, the community 
rodeo even includes a stick-horse 
competition that draws four-person 
teams from area businesses. The 
winning team gets to designate which 
charity receives proceeds from the 
event.

“One of our goals with the Stampede 
is to never get too big for our britches,”
Dieker says. “The community rodeo 
draws hundreds of contestants of all 
ages and is something a lot of people in 
town really look forward to each year. 
It’s a great family event for folks from 
all over the area.”

In the end, everything they do in 
Elizabeth is about putting on a great 
show.

“One thing I like to say about 
Elizabeth is, ‘We might be a small town, 
but we’re a big-time rodeo,’ ” says 
Dieker. “After winning the award, I 
hope even more people will recognize 
what we have to offer here in 
Elizabeth.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The 2012 ELIZABETH STAMPEDE RODEO is 
scheduled for June 1-3. For more information, visit 
elizabethstampede.com. KYLE PARTAIN is managing 
editor of ProRodeo Sports News. Send comments on 
this story to edit@westernhorseman.com.
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July 5, 2013 ProRodeo Sports News

HELPING HAND: PRCA Commissioner Karl Stressman, center, unloads a hay bale
PRCA ProRodeo photo b Julie Jutten

PRCA, NIRA aid displaced horses
In the aftermath of the Black Forest Fire – the most destructive in Colorado 

history – a joint effort by the PRCA and the National Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association (NIRA) produced several trailer loads of hay for the animals displaced by 
the blaze, which destroyed more than 500 homes in northern Colorado Springs area 
June 11-14.

PRCA Industry Outreach manager Julie Jutten brought back a trailer load of hay 
from the College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyo., on June 14 and 
subsequent donations were delivered to Penrose Arena in Colorado Springs by 
Mesalands Community College coach C.J. Aragon and New Mexico State Coach 
Jim Dewey Brown. The Elizabeth (Colo.) Stampede also donated Hay.

The CNFR donations came from trailers with Alabama, Texas, Wyoming and 
California license plates, most notably from the Casper (Wyo.) College team, Feather 
River College (Quincy, Calif.and the Murdoch family of Cheyenne, Wyo.
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MORE HEADLINES

People Come From Around The World To The Elizabeth Stampede

While it may not be all that unusual for a large rodeo like Cheyenne (Wyo.) or Denver to get international 
visitors, some folks might be surprised to learn that the recently completed June 7-9 small town Elizabeth 
(Colorado) Stampede Rodeo has a long-standing tradition of attracting visitors from around the world.

“Every year we have visitors from other countries and it is a real treat for us,” said Sue Peck, Stampede 
Ticket Committee Chair. “This year we had folks from France, Italy, Germany, England and Australia.”

Sue and her husband Dan make it a point to make these special guests feel welcome. “When they order 
their tickets, we give them information about the other events and activities like the rodeo parade, the 
Chamber of Commerce’s “Elizabash”, the rodeo dances, and this year there was a Pancake Breakfast,” said 
Sue. 

But their hospitality doesn’t stop there according to Sue. “When they get to the rodeo, we give them goody 
bags with mementos and souvenirs and make it a point to show them around and tell them about our rodeo. 
Next year, 2014 will be the 50th annual Elizabeth Stampede and we really talked that up to all our visitors.”

For more information about the Elizabeth Stampede including the history of the rodeo see: 
www.elizabethstampede.com.

PHOTO: Elizabeth (Colo.) Stampede Ticket Chair Sue Peck, left, and husband Dan Popp, right, introduced 
French visitors Julien and Anne Beney to the Cowboy Sport at this year’s 49th annual edition of the rodeo. 
Photo courtesy of the Elizabeth Stampede
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Part #2
Couldn’t Have Done It Without You

The Folks Who Helped Establish The Elizabeth Stampede 
as a Top Small Market PRCA Rodeo

COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU
Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans………………………………..………...……………………………..……
Bob West………………………….………………………………..………...……………………………..……
Eldon and Mary Jo Cooper………………………………………………………………………………..…..
Robert “Buck” Rogers…………………………………………………………………………………….…...
Carl “Bear” and Lizanne Kay………………………………………………………………………………….
Ed and Donna Lovelace…………….………………………………………………………………………….
Tom and Kathy Knowles……………………………………………………………………………………….
Karen Herboldsheimer………………….………………………………………………………………..…….
John and Gayle Bragg…………………………………………………………………………….…….……...
Don and Leanna Morgan………………………………………..……………………………………….……..
Ken and Sharon Holder………………………………………………………………………….……………..
Chuck and Connie Nichols………………………………..…………………………………….……….…….
Tammy Stockton………………………………………………………….………………………..……….……
Guy and Carol Williams…………………………………………………………………………..…………….
Bill Snead and Linda Mai-Snead…………………………….……………………………….……………….
Norm Almquist……………..…………………………………………………………………….….….…..……
Volunteer Dedication……………………………………………………………………………………………
Tom Stockton…………………………………………………………………………………….…….….....…..
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Page 51
Page 56
Page 59
Page 60
Page 62
Page 65
Page 68
Page 71
Page 72
Page 75
Page 80
Page 82
Page 84
Page 86
Page 89
Page 95
Page 97
Page 99
Page 100

Fifty Years and Counting

1965 to 2014

Page 50



WE CAN’T FORGET THE BEGINNING

“It was a lot of hard work but I remember a few years after 
we went Pro in 1988, I was back of the bucking chutes 
with Pete Burns and it was a glorious night and seats 

were full and I thought, ‘Look how far we have come. ’ ”

ROGER EVANS 2008
Comments from LeRoy Evans from 2009

Roger and Diane Evans were part of the original thirteen member Rodeo Committee that put 
together the Stampede’s first PRCA sanctioned Rodeo in 1988. Like everyone on the organizing 
committee, Roger and Diane worked on virtually all aspects of the Stampede, but Roger was 
specifically responsible for managing The Rodeo itself – running the events, handling the stock, 
bringing in the contestants, and leading the team of volunteers who worked on everything that 
happened in the Rodeo Arena. In that role, Roger set things up for Stampede’s 1988 changeover 
from a local Amateur Rodeo to a successful Pro Rodeo. Diane modestly says, “I just helped 
Roger.” But as with the other women you will read about in this history, Diane’s contributions to 
the establishment and growth of the Stampede were many.

Roger talked about his role in taking the Stampede Pro in 1988. “We were always a local Amateur 
Rodeo sanctioned by the Colorado State Rodeo Association. The head of the Association told us 
that he didn’t want the Cowboys to pay any entry fees. Well, we couldn’t afford that (especially with 
the need to meet the Chamber’s demand for a better profit) so I told him we couldn’t run our Rodeo 
without entry fees and he said, ‘Tough.’ So I said we would run an Open Rodeo and he threatened 
to black list us and not let their Cowboys come.”

Determined not to let the threat of a boycott doom the Stampede, Roger talked to other folks 
involved in the Rodeo business, including Bob West who was the Stampede stock contractor at the 
time to find out what it would take to move the Stampede to a Pro Rodeo. “We decided that going 
Pro as a PRCA Rodeo was the thing to do. In a meeting at the PRCA offices in Colorado Springs, 
Tom Feller sanctioned the Stampede to be a Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association Rodeo.”

“It was a lot of hard work but I remember a few years after we went Pro in 1988, I was back of the 
bucking chutes with Pete Burns and it was a glorious night and seats were full and I thought, ‘Look 
how far we have come.’ ” Writer’s Note: Pete Burns and son Hal of Burns Rodeo Company 
succeeded Bob West as the Stampede Stock Contractor.

Diane and Roger Evans
2007 Stampede Pioneers

Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans Page 51



Roger and Diane’s involvement with the Stampede was a product of Roger’s Rodeo background. “I 
worked on the ranch, and Friday, Saturday and Sunday I’d take off for a Rodeo. I rode Saddle 
Broncs and Bulls, and competed in Steer Wrestling. We covered a lot of country from Canada to 
Iowa. There were about five of us that traveled together. One time my Dad and I were talking and he 
asked me, ‘What are you eating?’ ‘Peanut Butter,’ I told him, ‘and if we want some variation, we eat 
it with our left hand instead of our right.’ ”

“I remember one year I wanted to go to the Pendleton, Oregon Rodeo and my Dad didn’t want me to 
go because we were cutting hay and chopping corn. Five of us chartered a plane and I told him I’d 
leave Friday and be back Sunday to finish the work. Well, we got fogged in at Pendleton for 3 or 4 
days and I was late getting back. I didn’t even go up to the house and went straight to the field. My 
Dad came by and all he said was, ‘I suppose you didn’t win a dime, did you.’ I’ve been around 
Rodeo my whole life.”

Roger started as both a volunteer and competitor with the Stampede in the mid-1970’s. He 
competed in his regular events and won some Team Penning Championships with father LeRoy 
and brother Ron. But Roger’s connection with The Rodeo went back to when he was a kid. “Earl 
Zimmerman, Floyd Shepard, Bob Flemming and John Quinn revitalized The Rodeo (in 1965) when 
they built a wooden Arena. My Dad played a big part in building that first Arena. My brother Ron 
and I went along with Dad to help dig holes and put in posts for the fences.”

Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans

The Evans family goes back 5 generations in 
Elizabeth. Roger’s father, LeRoy still lives on the 
family homestead on County Road 13 north of 
Elizabeth. “I was born and raised right here in this 
house. So I haven’t gone very far have I”, says 
LeRoy. “ I’ve been a Rancher all my life. We used to 
run about 200 cows on our land, but we sold most 
of it in 1986 and bought the place up in Nebraska. 
My son Ron went up there. Roger didn’t want Carol 
and I to sell the house here and the rest of the 
property and I’m glad we didn’t.” LeRoy, Carol, Ron and Roger Evans - 1996
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Sue Evans joined the family a while back. “I lost 
Carol suddenly and unexpectedly,” says LeRoy. “I 
knew Sue for years. She started to go to The Rodeo 
in 1968 with her first husband who was a Roper. 
She asked me if I knew how to cook and I said I 
never had to because I had the best cook in the 
world. So we got married 6 years ago.”

LeRoy’s involvement with the Stampede goes back 
to the beginning of the Chamber of Commerce
Rodeos. “The first I remember was years ago in the 
1950’s. We didn’t have an Arena. It was just a snow 
fence around a small field.” Sue and LeRoy Evans

“I knew all the folks who restarted The Rodeo in (1965). That’s how I got involved in building the 
first Arena. John Quinn and his Dad Slim, he rode Broncs. Floyd and Lella Shepherd, we would go 
to the Sale Barn auction every week. People would come from all over, not just the locals. My 
cousin’s wife cooked those famous hamburgers. Bob Flemming, I knew his whole family. And Earl 
Zimmerman, he’s a great guy. We had an Arena on our land. Earl and his boys used to come here 
to Rope. We used to take Ron and Roger with us to work on the Arena, they were just little kids 
then, but we were all involved.”

Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans

For many years, LeRoy and sons Ron and Roger 
provided cows for the Rodeo’s Wild Cow Milking 
event in which one Cowboy holds the Lead Rope, 
while a second Cowboy called the “Mugger” grabs 
the cow around the head and neck. Both Cowboys 
try to stop the cow from running and bucking so a 
3rd Cowboy can milk the cow. The “Milker” then fills 
a bottle with a small amount of milk and runs to a 
finishing point to show a judge that he has a 
qualifying amount of milk in the bottle. The first 
team to the finishing point is the winner.

Over the years, the Wild Cow Milking was fuel for fodder in the story telling department, as Roger 
relates. “One year they told us to bring the wildest cows we had. So we brought these two red cows 
and they were mean. We shouldn’t have done it but we did.”
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According to LeRoy, one of the cows was especially mean. “This one old cow was kind of raunchy 
and baled over the Arena fence. It got a little Western. It went across the ball field and it was 
muddy. It had rained like sixty. Ron came down from Nebraska for The Rodeo and took out after 
her on horseback. Dale and Julie Atkinson were sitting in their truck with the doors open, they 
were Roping at The Rodeo, and Ron said to them, ‘If I was you, I’d watch out that she doesn’t get 
in there with you.’ That old cow rammed their truck and got down to the creek.”

But that wasn’t the end of the story according to Roger. “My brother Ron who is a real Cowboy, 
born 50 years too late, got a rope on her. It had rained and we were all full of mud. We couldn’t get 
a truck down there and eventually had to use a tractor to get her out.” Writer’s Note: Cowboy 
Tales get better with each telling so for other versions of the story about the truck ramming-cow, 
see the chapters featuring Don Morgan, John Bragg, Norm Almquist, and Guy Williams. Also see 
“The Rest of the Story” for an “up close and personal” account from Dale and Julie Atkinson.

Roger says that Rodeo livestock always made for good Cowboy Tales. “One year, somebody left a 
gate open. I’m coming from home to The Rodeo and there are bucking horses all over the road. I 
had a bucket of protein cubes in the back of the truck. I shook that bucket and 35-40 bucking 
horses came right to me. Here comes three or four guys after the horses and Eldon Cooper yells 
at them, ‘You guys let Roger jingle those horses back into the corral.’ and that’s what we did.”

One of The Rodeo’s more popular early events was the 
Horse Pull. Rider and Horse would pull a sled with 
hundreds of pounds of weight loaded on it. The picture at 
the left shows Ron Evans pulling weights totaling a Ton, 
to a Rodeo winning record distance of 12 feet 3 inches. 
LeRoy says that shortly after Ron set the record, his rope 
snapped, “The broken lariat hit him in the Wranglers. It 
didn’t do anything to his overalls but it tore his underwear 
to shreds.”

Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans

Roger talked about helping build the current Rodeo Arena. “The Arena my Dad helped build was 
posts and wooden poles, and a small set of wooden bleachers. (See the wooden pole fence in 
above photo of Ron setting the Horse Pull record.) Bulls and horses were always going through 
those fences. When we built the current Arena in the early 1980’s we didn’t have any money. Six of 
us guys took out a personal note for $25,000 to build the first metal bucking chutes (later 
replaced). We went to a missile base site near Bennett and carried out a bunch of pipe, cut it up 
into lengths, and built the chutes, better fences and larger bleachers.”
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Never short on Cowboy Tales, Roger has a good story about The Rodeo Parade. “In those days the 
Parade would go down Highway 86, right through the middle of town and all the way to The Rodeo 
Grounds. Jerry Bozarth who lives here used to fly for the Blue Angels. We would have a Fly Over 
with the Parade and he would fly the lead plane. We would tell everybody in the Parade, ‘When the 
planes fly over, get off your horse.’ One year Jerry swooped down so low, I thought he’d take the 
tops off the pine trees.” Roger says the Parade got real “Western” that year.

Roger talked about the Stampede being a favorite of Champion Cowboys and Cowgirls. “Over the 
years, we have had all of the top Cowboys and Cowgirls at Elizabeth including Bruce Ford, five-
time World Bareback Bronc Champion, and Kristie Peterson, four-time World Champion Barrel 
Racer. Bruce is a Colorado Cowboy and Kristie grew up right here in Elbert County. I’ve known her 
since she was a kid and love her to death. One year I was at the NFR (National Finals Rodeo) in Las 
Vegas. Kristie was signing autographs and I didn’t want to bother her, so I stood off to the side. She 
saw me and said, ‘Roger. Get over here. I want to kiss your old bald head.’ Kristie lives in Texas 
now but I saw her at the Douglas County Fair and Rodeo this year (August, 2008). She was there 
watching her 21 year old daughter Jordon Run Barrels. I said to her, ‘Jordon can’t be that old. She’s 
supposed to be only 5 or 6.’ ”

Roger, Diane and LeRoy Evans

Roger says that making the contestants 
feel at home contributes to The Rodeo’s 
popularity. “One of the things that sets us 
apart from other Rodeos is that we feed 
the Cowboys, Cowgirls and their families. 
When I was Rodeoing, to get something 
free, even if it was an old, dried up 
cheeseburger was wonderful. The food is 
top quality and the people serving the 
contestants really appreciate them being 
there.” (Photo from 2010 Rodeo)

Years ago, Roger was reminded how important The Rodeo is to everyone who is involved, even 
“Wannabe Cowboys and Cowgirls”, a few of whom are always volunteers. “I was having a bad day 
and in there cussin’ about somebody and Tom Knowles said, ‘Shut up! You were born to this. 
Those people want to be like you.’ ”

“When I was a kid, I had the good fortune to ride with Cowboys and they treated me like a man.”
Roger says that Tom Knowles helped him remember what he learned from those old Cowboys. 
“Everybody says I always have a smile on my face for them. You don’t always have a perfect day 
and sometimes your heart hurts. You don’t give that to someone else.”
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“After a while, we were putting the poor kids (the 
amateur bull riders) in danger. Our bulls were 
way too rank. And they were getting ranker. The 
bull that got Tuff Hedeman hung up (at the 
National Finals Rodeo) in Vegas was one of our 
bulls. We went pro with the PRCA because of the 
kids and to help the (Elizabeth) Stampede.”

BOB WEST, 2013
Bob West (center) with sons Scott (left) 

and Steve (right) 2013

Bob West had been involved with rodeo before he became the Elizabeth Stampede’s stock 
contractor in 1986. “Every Sunday, probably in the late 1940’s, at South Table Mountain on West 
Colfax, Jack Brown had a sale barn and rodeo. A lot of old timers entered and I entered too.”

When Bob got into the Stock Contracting business, The Elizabeth Stampede was one of the rodeo’s 
on his list of Colorado amateur rodeos. But as Bob’s pen of bucking bulls grew, he faced a 
dilemma. “After a while, we were putting the poor kids (the amateur bull riders) in danger. Our bulls 
were way too rank. And they were getting ranker. The bull that got Tuff Hedeman hung up (at the 
National Finals Rodeo) in Vegas was one of our bulls. We went pro because of the kids and to help 
the (Elizabeth) Stampede.” Bob’s son Scott explained why the West bulls were a danger to amateur 
bull riders. “In 1986 at Elizabeth we had 73 bull riders and we had 3 qualified rides. We had a real 
tough pen of bulls. Harry Vold (PRCA Hall of Fame Legend of Rodeo Inductee) traded 12 of his bulls 
for one of ours. That’s how tough our bulls were.”

Bill Snead became an Elizabeth Stampede volunteer in 1989 and remembers one West bull in 
particular. “Bob walked out into the arena and drew a large circle on the ground. He told the crowd 
the bull would buck and twist and turn and do everything it could to buck off the cowboy but it 
would not go outside the circle and that’s what it did. It never left that circle.”

With the amateur cowboys having a tough time riding the West Rodeo pen of bulls, and the word 
spreading throughout the rodeo world about the quality of the West bulls, a lot of the pro cowboys 
in the PRCA were after Bob to take his amateur rodeos pro with the PRCA so they could ride his 
bulls. So with the Elizabeth Stampede facing a do-or-die situation with its amateur rodeo, West 
worked with The Rodeo’s organizing committee to change the Stampede to a PRCA rodeo in 1988. 
Bob’s sons Scott and Steve explained the process they had to go through to make that happen. “At 
the time, we had to have five different rodeos come in as PRCA rodeos to be a PRCA contractor,”
said Scott. “Elizabeth needed to turn pro but we brought in four of our other amateur rodeos 
including Eagle, Keenesburg and Golden that had a weekly series at the time,” said Steve.



Justin Hill at 1986 Elizabeth Stampede

“The Colorado State Rodeo Association may have been trying to get Elizabeth to drop entry fees 
for the cowboys (and threatening a boycott) but they did not want to lose that rodeo or the other 
four to the PRCA,” continued Steve. “Those were good rodeos.”

In helping themselves, Bob and his sons helped the Elizabeth Stampede. “Roger Evans led the way 
on the committee for going pro with the PRCA and was our biggest backer,” said Scott. “We 
brought Justin Hill (see photo above) one of the top bull riders in the world to one of the first 
committee meetings to explain things about going with the PRCA.”

Bob West had to get four PRCA stock contractors to sign for him with the PRCA saying he could 
put on a PRCA quality rodeo and four of the best stood up for him including Harry Vold and Pete 
Burns who Bob would recommend to the Elizabeth Stampede to succeed him as The Rodeo’s stock 
contractor. Then once he got that, he could turn his attention to getting the 5 amateur rodeos to 
turn pro with the PRCA. Elizabeth got special attention because of the do-or-die challenges the 
committee faced. Bob worked with Roger Evans and Rodeo Committee Chair Sue Rogers through 
the process and went with them to PRCA headquarters to present The Rodeo’s application for 
getting sanctioned. Without the support of Bob West the move of the Elizabeth Stampede to a 
PRCA rodeo may not have been possible.
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Bob West (left) and sons Scott and Steve on the Job

Bull Rider Greg Lesile at 1986 Elizabeth Stampede



“You just have to put on a good Rodeo and a good 
show. You can’t forget that a good show is what makes 
the Cowboys and spectators want to come back. Stick 

to the basics and keep doing those things.”

ELDON AND MARY JO COOPER 2008

Eldon Cooper and wife Mary Jo were among the original thirteen Rodeo Committee members who 
moved the Stampede from a local Amateur Rodeo to a PRCA sanctioned Pro Rodeo. Eldon served 
12 years in the State Legislature and has always been driven to work for the greater good of others. 
His natural instinct to get involved with the things that benefit his community drew Eldon to the 
Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Committee when he and Mary Jo moved from Brighton to Elizabeth in 
1985. 

Besides the motivation to serve their new community, staying involved with Rodeo was their other 
motivation for joining the Stampede Rodeo Committee. Eldon was a champion Team Roper and 
Rodeo had been a part of the Cooper’s lives for years. Eldon was still winning Roping titles into his 
70’s.

The Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce had been putting on The Rodeo since 1952, but Eldon says 
that during the 1980’s The Rodeo struggled to show a profit. The Chamber wanted an improved 
bottom line if The Rodeo was to continue. “They were talking about getting rid of The Rodeo and I 
spoke up and told them, ‘You can’t do that. We need to do a PRCA Rodeo.’ ”

“I was on the Adams County Fair Board when we lived at our place in Brighton, and Co-Chair of the 
Pro Rodeo so I knew what we (in Elizabeth) had to do. When we went from an Amateur Rodeo in 
Adams County to Pro Rodeo we tripled attendance. It took a while to get them convinced to give it a 
try. Roger Evans was working on it. He knew it had to go Pro with the PRCA and we could draw more 
people from all over if we did. We had quite a time getting people to understand we needed to 
change.”

“Both Mary Jo and I worked on The Rodeo. We did everything. One of the things, I worked the Arena 
ground with my tractor and 12 foot Spike Harrow.  Roger Evans helped and brought his big tractor 
one time. He went out the wrong gate and tore up my Harrow – it was too wide to go through the 
gate. We stayed involved with the Stampede until 1993 or 1994 when we moved back to our place in 
Brighton.”

The Coopers have some advice for today’s Rodeo Committee and volunteers. “You just have to put 
on a good Rodeo and a good show. You can’t forget that a good show is what makes the Cowboys 
and spectators want to come back. Stick to the basics and keep doing those things.”
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“As it turned out, that first PRCA Rodeo went on without 
a hitch. It seemed to me that after everyone was paid off, 

we actually gave the Chamber a healthy profit.”

ROBERT “BUCK” ROGERS 2008

Robert “Buck” Rogers was born in Denver but spent his early years in Fort Totten, North Dakota, 
near the Sioux, Blackfoot Reservation. “The gas station, general store, café, and post office were all 
in the same building. My Dad was in the 44th Bomber Group in World War II and he used to box as 
his hobby, which came in handy when people wouldn’t pay their bills. Of course, I had a lot of 
respect for him when I was growing up, because he could kick my butt.”

“My parents and I only lived in North Dakota for my first 7 years, then we moved to and I was 
raised in and graduated High School in Fort Morgan, Colorado. I left Ft. Morgan in 1965 and came to 
Denver to ‘git’ educated and rich – never did ‘git’ rich. Ended up here in Elbert County in 1976 and 
have been here ever since. Makes me think I ought to buy a plot here in the Elizabeth Cemetery!”

While Buck and Sue Rogers were married, they were part of the original thirteen member Rodeo 
Committee that moved the Elizabeth Stampede to a PRCA sanctioned Pro Rodeo. “Initially, I was 
asked to be the Rodeo Committee Chairman for the 1988 Rodeo, but I couldn’t do it because of my 
work. I worked for the Denver Water Department for 37 years. I just couldn’t take the time off from 
work that would have been required to be Chairman, so Sue ended up as Chairman.” Writer’s Note: 
Buck is a modest guy, but it seems obvious that even though he couldn’t put in the time on The 
Rodeo that he would have liked as Chairman, he had a major impact on the success of that first 
PRCA Rodeo working behind-the-scenes as the unofficial Co-Chair.

The Rodeo organizers used to meet in the basement of the Elizabeth Feed store and at Tom 
Knowles’ store, Wildflower Saddles and Tack, to plan and work on The Rodeo. Buck couldn’t make 
a lot of those meetings and he says that Sue came home one night in the fall of 1987 needing some 
advice. “Sue was all upset and said, ‘We’ve got a problem. The Colorado State Rodeo Association 
is threatening to boycott. If the Cowboys don’t show up, we can’t make any money and the 
Chamber has told us that we have to show a good profit if we want to keep The Rodeo going.’ ”

“I told her, ‘There’s always a way. Doing The Rodeo as a PRCA Rodeo is the answer.’ I said she 
needed to get together with Roger Evans and Bob West, the Stampede’s stock contractor, and they 
all went down to the PRCA office and The Rodeo got sanctioned.”
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“A lot of people don’t know about that (Buck’s behind-the-scenes involvement in taking The Rodeo 
Pro) because I’ve never been the kind of person who looks for recognition.” Writer’s Note: When 
Buck told me he doesn’t look for recognition, I told him that with this history, he was going to get it 
whether he liked it or not. Knowing how much he admired his “Tough As Nails” Father, I was glad 
when he laughed and thought my comment funny.

Additional volunteers were recruited to help with The Rodeo and the meetings were moved to the 
bank. “The Chamber gave us an advance to get our first PRCA Rodeo started. Bear Kay designed a 
Rodeo Logo and I thought we should silk screen it on t-shirts and sell them to raise more money. I 
took boxes of t-shirts to work – my boss wasn’t too pleased about that but he had to live with it. I 
sold shirts to anyone I could, including people coming to Elizabeth from out of town. Others sold 
t-shirts too and we went around to every place we could think of, putting up flyers on windows and 
walls.”

“As it turned out, that first PRCA Rodeo went on without a hitch. It seemed to me that after 
everyone was paid off, we actually gave the Chamber a healthy profit. Karen Herboldsheimer got all 
the ticket money and took it with her at night to deposit in the bank. Bob Murphy (one of the 
handful of volunteers who helped the members of The Rodeo Committee) and I gave her an armed 
escort to her car after The Rodeo each night.”

“In that first year, we all did everything. It was hard work, long hours, late hours. Whatever needed 
to be done, we did it. We got a call at around 4:00 in the morning that the bulls and steers got loose 
and were heading south down Hwy. 17. We had a good old fashioned Roundup early that morning.”

“Bulls were always breaking through those wooden fences. I started to go to The Rodeo to watch in 
the 1970’s. I’d back my 1976 El Camino to the fence. I’m sitting on my lawn chair in the back of the 
truck and this bull comes charging right at me. It hit the fence and broke the top rail. It had me 
worried.”

“I continued to work on The Rodeo in 1989, was away from it for a couple of years, then came back 
to work in the Arena (with the livestock and rough stock events) in 1992, 1993 and 1994. I was 
pulling the latches on chute gates and this bull came out snorting and bucking. He tossed his rider 
and turned to me. I started hightailing it toward the Return Gate. I could have sworn that I got a little 
help from the bull because I imagine I can’t climb that high and that fast. Roger Evans was sitting 
on the fence inside the Return Alley and I ended up on his lap. He said, ‘Good job Rogers.’ and I 
said, ‘Well, I’m not a Rodeo Clown.’ ”

Buck Rogers’ parting comment is a quote from his phone voice mail message, “As my uncle Roy 
used to say, ‘May the Good Lord take a liking to you.’ ” Writer’s Note: The next time you see Buck, 
ask him if Roy Rogers was really his uncle.
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“It is so important to us that we remember 
The Rodeo was put together by all kinds of 
wonderful people. This is the heart of it.”

“BEAR” AND LIZANNE KAY in 2008

Bear and Lizanne Kay were recruited as Rodeo Committee 
members to help take the Stampede from a local Amateur 
Rodeo to a PRCA sanctioned Pro Rodeo in 1988.  Bear 
recalls, “Sue Rogers asked us if we wanted to help put The 
PRCA Rodeo together and do the marketing. So I said, ‘Can I 
ride in the Parade?’ and she said, ‘Yeah.’ and I said, ‘Okay.’ ”

“Bear” and Lizanne Kay

“I was a kid from Chicago who always wanted to be a Cowboy. My first Rodeos were at Chicago 
Stadium. I met Roy Rogers and the Lone Ranger. If you watch the movie Buffalo Bill with Joel 
McCrea, that’s how the Rodeo in Chicago used to be, like a Wild West Show.”

Bear embarked on a professional career in advertising and marketing that brought him West. 
“When we moved to Colorado in 1985, I had just taken a job with a Denver advertising agency. We 
looked in the newspaper, ‘Oh, there’s a Rodeo in Elizabeth.’ So we went to the Rodeo and started to 
look for a place to live. It came down to Evergreen or Elizabeth and when we found this place it was 
Elizabeth. We’ve been here ever since.”

“We helped out as volunteers that first year in 1987, but in 1988, the year of our first PRCA Rodeo, 
we were on the Rodeo Committee. There were only 13 of us responsible for putting on The Rodeo. 
Sue Rogers was The Rodeo Committee Chair and Roger Evans was in charge of The Rodeo itself, 
and I did the Marketing with a lot of help from Lizanne. Lizanne also took on the Hospitality 
responsibilities. We started the Old Timers/Pioneers program, and Lizanne would interview and 
write the stories on The Rodeo Pioneers for the annual Rodeo Programs.”

Bear says Advertising and Promotion are a lifeline for The Rodeo. A lot of people come to the 
Rodeo because of the excitement that builds in the community through tradition, local publicity and 
promotion, and word-of-mouth. But it is advertising that brings people from all over Elbert, Douglas 
and Arapahoe counties and beyond. “We really didn’t have sponsors at first and no advertising 
budget. Coors helped out a lot promoting The Rodeo and I got KYGO Radio involved.” Bear says 
the partnership was a natural for KYGO given the connection between Country Music and Rodeo.

Lizanne recalls that as good as Bear’s Marketing and Public Relations efforts were, there was one 
time that they caused a roadblock – literally!  “After the Rodeo Parade on Saturday morning, cars 
were backed up to Franktown waiting to get into The Rodeo. Bear and Ed Lovelace were selling 
tickets at the Park entrance on Highway 86 and Bear is doing his Marketing/Public Relations bit 
welcoming everyone to The Rodeo, asking them where they were coming from, and thanking them 
for coming. Cars are backed up for miles and Ed finally had to tell him to stop talking to everyone 
and just take the money.”

Bear and Lizanne Kay
2001 Stampede Pioneers
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Speaking of the money, naturally Bear has a funny story about that too. “Karen Herboldsheimer 
was Treasurer for The Rodeo. I’m taking money hand over fist. Sometimes I’d get a carload of 
people and couldn’t really tell how many people were in there just by glancing at the car, so I would 
just make up a total – my best guess. Anyhow, I’d give Karen the money whenever she came by 
and she would count it and put it in a coffee can. There were thousands of dollars in that coffee 
can. At The Rodeo the next day, I asked her what she did with the money from Saturday and she 
said she went home and put it under her mattress. In those days, everyone trusted each other. 
That’s the kind of group we were.”

Being the promoter that he is, Bear dreamed up all kinds of interesting and unusual ways to 
publicize The Rodeo. “One year I was the Mad Hatter. I got all these baseball hats donated from all 
over – companies, clubs and associations, events, stores, the cattlemen – you name it. I got this big 
board, stuck my head through a hole I cut with all these hats around me, put one of the caps on my 
head, and we shot a picture. We ran the photo in the newspapers and gave the hats away as 
prizes.” (See photo on the next page) Writer’s Note: At the time of our talk in 2008, Bear was still 
working fulltime in his profession. And he was very active in the community serving as President of 
the Douglas-Elbert County Livestock Association, among many other things.

Over the years, Bear and Lizanne not only contributed a lot of hours of their time to The Rodeo, but 
a few dollars as well. “We bought a Mustang, put three months of training into it, and donated it to 
The Rodeo for a raffle. I rode it in The Rodeo Parade – that was always a thrill for me.” Writer’s 
Note: I thought Bear was just joking at first about riding in the Parade but I guess he is serious. “A 
local family bid on it for their daughters and won it but the horse turned out to be too much for the 
girls. Rodeo Committee Member Kenny Holder was a friend of the family that won it and he ended 
up with it. I wish they had given it back to me. I’ll never do that again. I bonded with that horse. We 
paid $150 for the horse and I bought $100 worth of raffle tickets because I didn’t want to give it up.”

“The last couple of years we worked on The Rodeo, we thought we should have a party for the 
volunteers right before The Rodeo. We paid for everything, the food, the adult beverages, and 
prepared everything the first year, then hired someone to do it for us the next year.” Writer’s Note: 
The Pre-Rodeo Volunteer Appreciation Party continues to this day.

Lizanne speaks for both Bear and herself when she reminds us all to remember the past. “It is so 
important to us that we remember The Rodeo was put together by all kinds of wonderful people. 
This is the heart of it. People sometimes reluctantly reach a point where they can’t continue to 
serve The Rodeo, but they are still very much involved in their hearts. We have to remember that 
and what went into building The Rodeo. That will keep it strong.”
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Some of Bear and Lizanne’s best remembered contributions to The Rodeo were the Elizabeth 
Stampede Logo, Souvenir Logo Ball Caps and T-Shirts, the first PRCA Rodeo Buckle, and the 
Stampede “Wild Rag”.

“Bear” and Lizanne Kay

Bear remembers, “I developed the Elizabeth Stampede 
Logo for the first PRCA Rodeo in 1988 and we started 
producing and selling Souvenir Ball Caps and T-Shirts. 
We also designed and made Buckles for The Rodeo.”

“When we first moved to Elizabeth, there were two 
important groups in the community – the Artists and 
the Ranchers. The Artists started coming here in the 
late 1960’s and 1970’s. Lizanne is an Artists 
Representative and the first people we met when we 
moved here were Ranchers – Tom and Kathy Knowles 
and the Evans family. We worked to bring the 
community together through The Rodeo. One of the 
things we did in 1993 was to have Carl Stroh design a 
Rodeo Wild Rag.” Writer’s Note: For the “Tenderfeet” in 
the reading audience, like the Writer who had to ask 
Bear what a “Wild Rag” was, it is an over-sized Cowboy 
Neckerchief that is wrapped around the neck like a 
scarf and tied in the front. 

“We put all the Local Ranch Livestock Brands on the 
Wild Rag with the Stampede Logo and the Arts 
Elizabeth Logo and sold them as commemoratives at 
The Rodeo. We also started bringing in artists and 
other vendors in those early years and that also helped 
strengthen the connection between the community 
Artists and Ranchers.”

1988 to Present Logo 1988 Buckle 1993 Rodeo Wild Rag

1988 “Mad Hatter” Newspaper Feature
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“There were thirteen of us and we started 
from scratch with the PRCA. 

We were committed. We had to perform.”

ED AND DONNA LOVELACE in 2008
2010 Pioneers

Ed and Donna Lovelace joined the Stampede as volunteers in 
1986. “We met Robert and Sue Rogers at Hall’s Crossing, a 
great Honky Tonk in Elizabeth. And we had been good friends 
with Roger and Diane Evans, and Tom and Kathy Knowles 
since we moved to Elizabeth, so that got us started.”

As members of the Stampede’s 1988 Rodeo Committee, the Lovelace’s talked about the first year the 
Stampede went Pro. “We were forced to go to the PRCA because the Colorado State Rodeo 
Association threatened to boycott and we probably couldn’t get their Cowboys there. And at that 
time, The Rodeo was put on notice by the Chamber of Commerce because the Stampede wasn’t 
making the money the Chamber wanted. Roger Evans had connections that helped with going Pro 
with the PRCA and we started to put things together for our first PRCA Rodeo.”

“There were thirteen of us and we started from scratch with the PRCA. We were committed. We had 
to perform.” Ed relates. “Sue Rogers was the Rodeo Committee Chair. She worked for Jerry Dilley, 
who I believe was President of the Chamber. Dilley had bought the corner grocery from the Gesins.”

“We had some of our meetings at Tommy Knowles store, The Wildflower, in the back room. We had 
other meetings at the bank and we met in their little conference room there.  We had to meet 
sometimes every week to get everything done and probably because our meetings were fairly 
unorganized despite Sue Rogers’ attempts to get things done. Roger Evans, Tom Knowles and I 
would sit in the back cracking jokes and telling stories. I guess you could say that we were the ones 
that kept things disorganized. We had a blast. But when we had to get things done, we got things 
done.” Writer’s Note: It is the combination of hard work AND fun that continue to bring dedicated 
volunteers to the Stampede.

Ed talks about all the things that went into putting on the 1988 Rodeo. “Bear came up with the Logo. 
Tom Knowles put it on leather – Royalty Sashes, Horse Breast Collars and Chaps for The Rodeo 
Queen and Attendant. Donna did the t-shirts that we sold all over the county. We brought The Rodeo 
Parade back and the Queen’s Breakfast, we got them going again. We had a Pancake Breakfast in 
the parking lot which is now the Post Office parking lot.”
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“We had night-time Rodeos but didn’t have any lights. I got some poles from work and made a 
contact with Denver East Machinery – Joe Freund owned that company. He donated these portable 
lights like you see used on the freeways at night with generators. We had our first Rodeo on Friday 
night, so Robert Rogers and I took our truck and dragged those lights back to The Rodeo Grounds. 
It was raining hard when we set up the lights but about 5 o’clock the rain stopped.”

Ed says that all the hard work taking The Rodeo Pro paid off. “The Cowboys came to The Rodeo 
that first year and every year after that. Bruce Ford (5-Time World Saddle Bronc Champ and 
Stampede competitor since the 1970’s) brought a bunch of Cowboys with him. The PRCA has the 
Mountain States Circuit so a lot of those Cowboys showed up. We brought doughnuts and milk for 
the Cowboys and you would have thought we set up a seven-course meal.”

More Cowboys meant more people buying tickets, which Ed says caused a problem. “Bear Kay and 
I were out there (at the park entrance on Hy. 86) that first afternoon selling tickets. Old Bear, typical 
Advertising and PR guy, he’s visiting with everybody and shaking hands and we’ve got cars 
backed up all the way through town. I had to yell at him, ‘Bear! Quit making friends with everybody. 
Get their money and get ‘em in.’ ”

“We were putting the money in coffee cans. Karen Herboldsheimer was our Treasurer. She’d take 
the money home at night and put it under her mattress because the bank was closed. She said, ‘ I 
couldn’t sleep all night.’ ”

“We had The Rodeo Dance at the Pavilion and our first band was Lee Simms and the Platte River 
Band. They were the house band at The Zanzibar, what was then the biggest Honky Tonk in Denver. 
It was in the Clint Eastwood movie ‘Every Which Way But Loose’. We had lots of folks at those 
Pavilion dances and the dust from the dancing was so high, you couldn’t see your feet. We’d have 
to call intermissions to let the dust settle.”

“Although there were thirteen of us on The Rodeo Committee, we had family and friends helping 
us. We didn’t have all the seats you have today so we took our tractor and dragged the bleachers 
from the ball field up to the Arena fence. We tore them up pretty good but Robert McLain, who 
eventually welded some of the bleachers that are there today, put those ball field bleachers back 
together. Don and Leanna Morgan came in as volunteers that first year. Leanna got the snack bar 
started and we had money coming in from both tickets and the snack bar.”
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Ed remembers a special Rodeo partner. “Donna bought me the best horse I ever had in my life from 
Ron and LeRoy Evans. I rode old ‘Bay’ in the Parade and Grand Entry. He was 26 when he died 
right here on our place down by the creek among the Cottonwoods. We buried him right there.”
Writer’s Note: Ed is on “Bay” in one of the photos shown below.

Ed and Donna say there was a payoff for the volunteers at the end of The Rodeo. “On Sunday after 
the last Rodeo, Diane Evans fed us all at their place. We always had a big old feed over at Roger 
and Diane’s. We’d have a few beverages and tell stories into the night.” Writer’s Note: There are two 
pictures below from those well-deserved Post-Rodeo celebrations.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Ed and Donna Lovelace

Above: Ed, son Aaron, and Donna Lovelace at the 
Evans’ Post-Rodeo Feed. 

Above: The first Stampede PRCA Rodeo Parade in 
1988. Floyd Shepherd is one of the Grand Marshalls.

Above: Ed Lovelace on “Bay”, Robert Rogers and 
Sue Rogers talking with Rodeo Announcer Les 
Ohlhauser before the 1988 Rodeo Grand Entry. 

Above: Karen Herboldsheimer, Donna Lovelace, 
Mary Jo Cooper and Lizanne Kay celebrating a job-
well-done at the Evan’s Post-Rodeo Feed.
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“I thought that aspect (working as a volunteer) would be as 
much fun as participating in Rodeo (as a competitor). It’s 

hard work volunteering. A lot of walking and Cowboys never 
walk if they can ride. But we always had a real good time.”

TOM KNOWLES 2008

As part of the thirteen member Rodeo Committee, Tom and Kathy 
Knowles helped with the Elizabeth Stampede’s makeover as a 
PRCA sanctioned Pro Rodeo in 1988. They not only worked on 
almost all aspects of The Rodeo, but by just being involved 
themselves, they made other early volunteers, like Ed and Donna 
Lovelace, and John and Gayle Bragg, want to join them. 
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Tom and Kathy Knowles
2013 Stampede Pioneers 

Quoting from the story in the 2013 Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Magazine and Program honoring the 
Knowles as the 2013 Stampede Pioneers, Tom and Kathy started their years with The Rodeo as 
volunteers in about 1986. When asked what it was like to be a volunteer during 1988, that first 
PRCA year, both Tom and Kathy said “we did a little of everything…if it needed to be done you did 
it.” Kathy added, “we picked up trash, took tickets, coordinated vendors, helped contestants, 
worked security, helped with the dance, if they needed a warm body, one of us would do it. It took a 
lot of work and effort on the part of the volunteers but as you can see, it really paid off.”

Tom’s unmatched skills as a Custom Saddle Maker and creator of virtually any leather product you 
can think of left an unforgettable legacy. But if you expect to read a lot of specific detail about 
Tom’s contributions to The Rodeo, forget it. Turns out Tom is one of The Rodeo’s champion story 
tellers. In fact every time I asked him about his involvement with The Rodeo, I got another story. So, 
sit back and enjoy some very entertaining Cowboy Tales. I can’t include all of Tom’s stories 
because I ran out of space. Common knowledge in Elizabeth: Pack your lunch if you are going to 
stop in to see Tom at his “office”, Wild Flower Saddles and Tack, on the southeast corner of Main 
Street and Hwy. 86 in Elizabeth.

Tom Rodeoed for a lot of years riding Bareback Broncs, Saddle Broncs and Bulls and his 
involvement with the Stampede started as a competitor. “I rode at Elizabeth one of the first times 
out in the 1960’s. The last time was in the 1980’s. I had quit for some time and was working out of 
town when I got the bug again. I called my wife and said, ‘Sign me up.’ She said, ‘For what?’ and I 
said, ‘All three.’ I got home Friday and The Rodeo was Saturday and Sunday. I said, ‘Did you sign 
me up?’ and she said, ‘Yup, all three of them are Saturday.’ Roger Evans was Chute Boss. When I 
came down off that Bareback Bronc, he had his hands on both knees and said, ‘What are you 
doing? You’re older than me?’ The next day it was a little hard getting out of bed and I remembered 
why I quit the first time.”



As Kathy described, those early volunteers did a little of everything, including night security. “I 
walked guard at night,” said Tom. “They sent sheriff deputies to help (with night security at The 
Rodeo Arena) but the deputies were up at the door to the dance watching the girls and I was 
walking guard at the Arena. Finally one deputy came down and I said, ‘You’re supposed to be down 
here watching because the broncs already took a tour down the highway.’ Kids would turn the 
stock loose if you didn’t watch them. So he got some deputies and I went up to the dance. I was 
surprised to see how many people were there. The Pavilion was packed. There were three city gals 
who didn’t want to pay to get into the dance. One of them said, ‘I wonder how long it will take to get 
thrown out of this hick place.’ so I obliged and escorted them out.”

“The next morning, I’m picking up trash and I found one sneaker. I saw a foot with another sneaker 
on it sticking out of a pickup truck. So I took the sneaker up there and the guy lying in the truck, 
said, ‘What’s that?’ and I said, ‘It’s your shoe.’ He had out of state tags and didn’t calculate for the 
altitude. 3 drinks at altitude is like 6 drinks at sea level.”

“Bear Kay was instrumental in promoting the Elizabeth Stampede. He asked me to go to some radio 
stations with him. We went to KYGO and old Sandy Travis (part of the morning radio team in the 
1980’s and 1990’s) and I were on the same page. But then Bear took me to some radio talk show 
and was partially responsible for the longest pauses in Denver radio history. I wasn’t real sure what 
to think of the fellow who interviewed us. He said, ‘How has ranching changed?’ I said, ‘Well, there 
are technical things to look at but the basics are the same. You put the feed in one end of the cow 
and the other end is the business end.’ Long pause. Back to Bear. Apparently this guy spent some 
time protesting the (Vietnam) War and knew I was a War Veteran. He said, ‘You’re a Veteran. If you 
had to do it, would you do it again?’ In my mind, I’m trying to figure out,  ‘What does that have to do 
with Rodeo?’ So I told him, ‘Yeah I would, just like our soldiers today.’ Another long pause. Back to 
Bear.” Writer’s Note: That talk show host thought he was going to get Tom, but instead Tom left 
him speechless with a few simple words about patriotism and service to one’s country.

Like Roger Evans and many folks in Elizabeth and Elbert County, Tom watched Kristie Peterson 
grow up to become a 4-time World Barrel Racing Champion. “Kristie was a great rider and World 
Champion and her horse Bozo was a great Barrel Horse. But a lot of people don’t know that 
Kristie’s husband Chuck, who was a real Cowboy, would ride Bozo hard before the races to get his 
mind straight. Kristie would call ahead to get places to stay, when they traveled from Rodeo to 
Rodeo. They pulled in after dark to this place in Idaho and there was an arena there, so Chuck 
turned Bozo loose in the arena. What no one knew was that the gate at the other end was open and 
Bozo took off into the dark. Chuck took after him on foot with a halter rope. Kristie ran into the 
place to borrow the phone and called 911. They said, ‘What’s your emergency?’ She said, ‘My horse 
is loose out in that open country.’ They said, ‘Lady, its just a horse.’ and she said, ‘You don’t 
understand. It’s a million dollar horse in top physical condition. My husband is out there chasing 
him on foot and he isn’t.’ ”
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If you haven’t figured it out by now, having a good time and getting the most out of life is what Tom 
Knowles is all about. And it’s what drew him to the Elizabeth Stampede. “I thought that aspect 
(working as a volunteer) would be as much fun as participating in Rodeo (as a competitor). It’s hard 
work volunteering. A lot of walking and Cowboys never walk if they can ride. But we always had a 
real good time.”

Tom may joke about his service to the Stampede, but his dedication to The Rodeo was obvious to 
everyone who knows him, and it’s a dedication that was shared by his entire family. Wife Kathy put 
in as many hours and miles on her feet as Tom. Son Tad was a big part of the Knowles family 
volunteer effort over the years, and daughter Talynn was both The Rodeo Queen in the early 1990’s 
and the Royalty Committee Chair for 10 years. For many years, Talynn and her husband Ty Allen 
supplied the hay every year for the Rodeo livestock. (See the chapter featuring The Rodeo Royalty 
for more on Talynn’s years with The Rodeo)

Believe it or not, Tom does have a serious side and suggests to everyone who watches and works 
on The Rodeo today, that remembering the past is important to the future. “People see The Rodeo 
today as a production. They haven’t seen or experienced The Rodeo in its infancy. Not 
remembering how it used to be is a risk today.”

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Some of the more memorable 
contributions that Tom and son 
Tad made to the Elizabeth 
Stampede were the hand-tooled 
leather Royalty Sashes, Horse 
Breast Collars and The Rodeo’s 
first Decorative Chaps for the 
Queen and Attendant. Writer’s 
Note: The photo on the left shows 
Tad and Tom and a canine family 
member with The Rodeo’s first 
Royalty Chaps.
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“I got involved with The Rodeo because everybody 
wanted to do their part. It was a great learning 

experience for me and the people were great. The 
gals, we were all really good friends.” And the guys 

kept things interesting and fun.”

KAREN HERBOLDSHEIMER 2008

Believe it or not, some Cowboy Tales have little relationship to reality and are told just because they 
make a great story. Karen Herboldsheimer, one of the original thirteen Rodeo organizers who took 
the Stampede Pro in 1988, laughed when she was asked about the story that Bear Kay and Ed 
Lovelace tell about her taking ticket money from that first PRCA Rodeo home and hiding it under her 
mattress. 

“That mattress story is a myth, and that goes for me putting the money in coffee cans too. They may 
have put the ticket money in coffee cans when they were collecting it, I didn’t. Putting the money 
under my mattress, they made that up and always kidded me with it. It was more like, ‘What did you 
do with the money – hide it under your mattress?’ The truth is, I was a business person and had 
leather envelopes from the bank that I put the money in, then dropped it in the night depository.”

Karen talks about how she got started with The Rodeo. “In 1981, my husband John and I opened the 
NAPA Auto Parts store. We sold it to Don and Leanna Morgan in 1986. I was a businessperson and 
active in the Chamber of Commerce. When it became time to do the Stampede, we all did what we 
could. There weren’t a lot of us and we did a little bit of everything. I remember running back and 
forth between the Pancake Breakfast and The Rodeo trying to help wherever I could.”

Karen recalls the genesis of an idea that eventually came to pass in 1995 with the formation of the 
Elizabeth Rodeo Association. “When I was on The Rodeo Committee, Sue Rogers, Eldon Cooper and 
Roger Evans were instrumental in taking The Rodeo PRCA. It got involved with The Rodeo 
Committee and you had to deal with the Chamber of Commerce too. Sue wanted to set up The 
Rodeo as a separate organization from the Chamber but back then people just wouldn’t hear of it. Of 
course, that’s what there is now (with the Elizabeth Rodeo Association).”

“I got involved with The Rodeo because everybody wanted to do their part. It was a great learning 
experience for me and the people were great. The gals, we were all really good friends.” And the 
guys kept things interesting and fun.”
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“We made life-long friends among some 
really incredible volunteers. It was some of 

the hardest work we’ve ever done but 
everyone worked just as hard and we all 

had fun doing it. Just great folks.”

JOHN AND GAYLE BRAGG 2009

As first-time volunteers, John and Gayle Bragg worked with the thirteen members of the 1988 
Rodeo Committee who moved the Stampede from a local Amateur Rodeo to a PRCA Rodeo.

“The first year we were volunteers, we helped Leanna Morgan prepare food for the Chamber food 
booth by barbecuing 400 pounds of beef in our back yard on a huge grill donated by Gesin’s 
Market. We were up all night and the hay hooks we used to flip the meat were never the same after. 
At that first Rodeo, we worked the entrance gates, the Chamber food booth and whatever else they 
pointed at. It was just a small group and we put thousands of miles on our cowboy boots, but we 
sure had a good time.”

Over the next two years, 1989 and 1990, John served on The Rodeo Committee succeeding Sue 
Rogers as Rodeo Committee Chair and Co-Chairing the Rodeo Committee with Don Morgan. John 
says that when his job “got real demanding”, he stepped out of his Rodeo Committee leadership 
role, handing over the Chairman’s reins to Don Morgan in 1991. But John’s involvement with The 
Rodeo did not end there because he stayed on for years as a volunteer.

Gayle Chaired the Vendors Committee for years and served as a Rodeo Association Director in the 
late 1990s, among many other activities.  “My main focus was to expand the vendor area to include 
more merchandise and food booths. In prior years the food had been prepared and served by the 
Committee, which was a tremendous undertaking for a small group. But my real claim to fame was 
bringing in more Porta-Potties, hand washing stations, and facilities for the handicapped.” Writer’s 
Note: Gayle’s comment about her most important contribution being Porta-Potties shows the great 
attitude she and John brought to all the hard work and long hours they put in serving The Rodeo. 
They had fun! 

John and Gayle met on a Michigan Dude Ranch, according to John. “I’m from Northern Michigan 
and grew up with horses. Gayle was from the city and we met at a Dude Ranch during summer 
vacation from college. I was wrangling horses and Gayle worked in the lodge.”

John says that The Stampede was a big part of what convinced the Braggs to move to Elizabeth. 
“We moved to Colorado in 1971. The computer firm I worked for in Michigan went belly up and I 
took a job in Colorado Springs, eventually ending up in Aurora. About the time we decided that it 
was time to get out of the city and back to our country roots, we visited Elizabeth for the Pancake 
Breakfast and The Rodeo.  We thought it was a great family area, with a lot of down-to-earth, 
independent people, and we decided that’s where we wanted to move. We talked to Tom Knowles 
and that sealed the deal. It was the Western Environment and the people.”
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“During those early (PRCA Rodeo) years we did a lot of transitional things. We could no longer 
function so informally with just a handful of people, so we expanded from a small group to a few 
dozen volunteers and got more organized and businesslike in the way we operated. ”

“We really expanded our advertising to increase our audience and saw a huge jump in attendance 
as a result. Gayle and I, and others drove all over, even to Colorado Springs, putting up posters, 
ringing doorbells, and talking to radio stations and newspapers. Bear Kay gave us a huge leg up 
when he got country music radio station KYGO to promote The Rodeo. That first year, we thought 
that it would be a great idea to get the two guys from their morning radio team on horses for a 
promo and to ride in The Rodeo Grand Entry. These guys thought we were going to put them on 
bucking horses. Scared the tar out of them. Gayle and I still chuckle about that.”

The Braggs not only have a lot of stories from their years with The Rodeo, but John was actually 
part of the Wild Cow Milking team that spawned one of the most frequently told stories. “I was 
holding Roger’s cow by the Lead Rope when she came out of the chute. There were three of us that 
were going to try to milk her. Rod Brockelman, was the ‘mugger’ and Joe, a friend from work and 
the only one of us who knew how, was supposed to milk her while Rod held her steady (grabbing 
the cow around the head and neck) after I stopped her. When that cow came out of the chute she 
charged me. I jumped aside as she went by and she jerked me off my feet and started to drag me 
around the Arena. It was like trying to stop a train. My teammates just jumped back and watched as 
I disappeared among the other ‘milkers’.”

Gayle was an interested observer. “I remember seeing John hanging onto the rope and 
disappearing under the other cows in the Arena that were jumping over him as he was being 
dragged all over.”

John says there is more to this story. “I was on my back watching the other cows going over me as 
she dragged me all over that Arena before it occurred to me to let go of the rope. Rid of me, she put 
her head down and charged full tilt into the fence. It rang like a bell! Then, when I stood up, she 
turned and chased me back across the Arena. By this time, my teammates were laughing 
hysterically. The last time we saw her, she had jumped the fence and was tearing across the freshly 
watered ball diamonds throwing clods 20 feet in the air. Then she rammed somebody’s pickup just 
for the fun of it. The three of us had T-Shirts made with a picture of a really evil looking cow and an 
inscription I can’t use because kids may be reading this.”

Writer’s Note: You’ll find this wild cow story told numerous times in this history – six times to be 
exact. I thought I had heard everything there was about this now legendary cow from Roger and 
LeRoy Evans, Don Morgan, Norm Almquist, Guy Williams and the folks whose truck she rammed, 
Dale and Julie Atkinson. Then I talked to the Braggs and they gave me a whole new angle on the 
story. Cowboy Tales are like that – something new is added with each telling.
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Sometimes John’s leadership responsibilities weighed heavy on his shoulders. “One of the years I 
was Chairman we had tornados. You could see them forming in the clouds and I thought we were 
going to have to call The Rodeo. So I asked old-timer Loren Greene for advice. He looked up there 
and said, ‘Oh yeah. We get those every so often. Don’t worry about it.’ So we went on with The 
Rodeo. Then the next year we had wind and rain and lightning. That was the same year that I was 
hit by lightning while working the arena gate and our Announcer, Les Ohlhauser, got hit in the 
Announcers Booth. ” Writer’s Note: See the chapters featuring Norm Almquist and Les for the
“Illuminating” details on how Les came to get the nickname “Lightning”.

Then there was the time John had a close brush with the Law. “Joe Freund raised Draft Horses and 
had some of them at The Rodeo for the pulling contest. I mentioned to him that we needed a tractor 
to work the ground in the Arena because our tractor had broken down. Joe said, ‘Just hold on. I’ll 
have one here shortly.’ He came back with this huge tractor and we got the work done when I 
noticed a sign on the back, ‘Property of Elbert County’. I asked him, ‘Joe, where did you get this 
tractor?’ He said, ‘I just went over to the county yard. No one was using it.’ Next thing I know 
there’s a County Sheriff here saying, ‘We have a report that a tractor was stolen from the county 
yard and now you have it.’ I got Joe Freund and he told the Sheriff, ‘Oh yeah. I just borrowed it.’ The 
Sheriff said, ‘Just be sure to return it.’ And that’s all there was to it. Elizabeth was a small town 
where everybody knew everybody, but for a while I thought I was going to jail.”

Not to be outdone in the story telling department, Gayle recalls a funny encounter with a Princess 
Phone. “PRCA required that we have a phone at The Rodeo Arena. This was long before cell 
phones so one of the guys got some phone line and ran it through the trees from the Pavilion down 
to the west gate. We put a Princess Phone on the end of the dangling line and sat on the ground 
under the tree to talk on the phone. We got some strange looks from the people coming through 
that gate and more than one contestant commented on our ‘Green Acres’ phone service.” Writer’s 
Note: For the younger folks in the reading audience, “Green Acres” was a 1960’s and early 1970’s 
family TV comedy about two New York City Slickers who moved to the country.

Looking back over their years with The Rodeo, John and Gayle most remember the friends they 
made. “We made life-long friends among some really incredible volunteers. It was some of the 
hardest work we’ve ever done but everyone worked just as hard and we all had fun doing it. Just 
great folks.”
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“The focus of The Rodeo was always on what was 
going on in the Arena. Taking the focus beyond 
the contestants and the events was the key to the 
future of the Stampede.” – LEANNA MORGAN

“My philosophy was to identify and balance all of 
the elements involved with a successful event: 
contestants, spectators, sponsors, vendors, 
community service groups, volunteers and the 
stock contractor. You work to improve each 
element.” – DON MORGAN

Don and Leanna Morgan’s union began with the marriage of a city girl from Pueblo and a country 
boy from Rocky Ford on April 16, 1961. Before moving to Elizabeth, they were blessed with a 
daughter, Darlene, and two sons, Bruce and Troy. In 1978, they started their first auto parts 
business in Rocky Ford, Colorado. 

In 1986 they bought the NAPA Auto Parts store in Elizabeth and started as Rodeo volunteers in 
1988, the year the Stampede went Pro. It wasn’t long before they joined the other Rodeo organizers 
on the Rodeo Committee. Don says, “I got involved with The Rodeo in 1988 because Leanna was 
the head of the food concessions and I was a ‘go-fer’ but I was observing all the time. I saw that it 
could use some business organization and I’m a businessperson. I served as Co-Chair with John 
Bragg then in 1991, I was given the Chairmanship and it stayed that way for 11 years.”

Leanna worked side-by-side with Don. Leanna became a Director in 1993, serving for 9 years 
including, 5 years as Treasurer and chaired several Rodeo activity sub-committees. The Stampede 
was a big part of their children’s lives as well, with Bruce and Troy chairing the Parade Committee, 
and Darlene assisting with other Rodeo duties. The family’s NAPA store became Rodeo 
Headquarters.

Don and Leanna Morgan were a team that helped build a model for success that both the Rodeo 
World and the Business World can admire. Leanna explains, “The focus of The Rodeo was always 
on what was going on in the Arena. Taking the focus beyond the contestants and the events was 
the key to the future of the Stampede.”

Done explains it was a Big Picture approach. “You identify and balance all of the elements involved 
with a successful event: contestants, spectators, sponsors, vendors, community service groups, 
volunteers and the stock contractor. You work to improve each element. I never believed, as 
Chairman, in focusing on just one committee. I was involved in all the committees.”

Don and Leanna Morgan

Don and Leanna Morgan in 2009
2004 Stampede Pioneers
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In 1995, the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce passed on the responsibility for The Rodeo to the 
newly formed Elizabeth Rodeo Association and Don became its first President while continuing his 
responsibilities as Rodeo Committee Chairman. Tom Stockton assumed the responsibilities of 
Rodeo General Chairman in 2001 while Don continued as Association President through 2001. 
Even after Don stepped down as Rodeo Association President after the 2001 Rodeo and handed 
over all the leadership responsibilities to Tom Stockton, he stayed on for another year as a 
volunteer and Director. 

Like the other folks who were involved with the Elizabeth Stampede, Don and Leanna Morgan have 
stories of their own.

“People were always surprised that we didn’t come from a Cowboy background. I was raised on a 
farm and around livestock, but I raced cars and motorcycles,” says Don. “And I grew up in Pueblo,”
adds Leanna. 

Don talks about some of the interesting things they experienced. “With night Rodeos, we had to 
have lighting. It took us a while to figure it out. We tried gas lights and had a lot of shadows that 
played havoc with the Ropers, and we had complaints about the smell. We tried huge incandescent 
bulbs but it rained cats and dogs and we stood there listening to the bulbs go ‘pop, pop, pop’. 
Imagine what it was like being The Rodeo Chairman and you’re watching that. I thought, ‘ Pretty 
soon it’s going to be completely dark.’ Fortunately the rain let up and we had enough lights left to 
finish The Rodeo.”

“The first bleachers on the East side of the Arena with a seating capacity of around 500 came from 
the Northern Colorado football practice field. Nobody marked the pieces when they were taken 
apart and we didn’t have a plan or diagram when we re-assembled them. We had an engineer 
design the bleachers on the west side of the Arena. When he looked at the bleachers on the east 
side, he just shook his head.”

“We carried over the Wild Cow Milking from the Amateur days. We were there when Roger’s cow 
jumped the fence. What I said then wasn’t repeatable. She cleared the fence and went right into the 
back of Dale and Julie Atkinson’s pickup truck. The Rodeo ended up paying their $500 deductible.”
Writer’s Note: This is another telling of “The Cow Who Jumped Over The Moon”…eh, I mean The 
Fence, and more versions of this story are yet to come. See the chapters featuring Roger Evans, 
John Bragg, Norm Almquist, and Guy Williams. Also see “The Rest of the Story” for the best “eye 
witness” account from the folks whose truck she rammed, Dale and Julie Atkinson.

“We had some bulls go over the fence too and we added another rail to the top of the fence. But we 
kept filling in the Arena. We brought in a lot of sand which made a great Arena but it raised it up 
and we still had to worry about bulls going over the fence.”
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Don says he loved going around talking to the volunteers. “I enjoyed just checking on things and 
seeing what I could do to help. Paul Hossack, who tragically died right before the 1998 Rodeo, was 
in charge of maintenance and had this long list of things that needed to be fixed. He was really 
worried about everything getting done. I told him, ‘Paul, we’ll do what we can. What doesn’t get 
done will still be there next year.’ ”

Simple common sense led to some important decisions, according to Don. “We used to hang 
banners from local businesses in the Arena, for free! Tammy Stockton (Rodeo Committee Secretary 
and Director) and I are standing there one day in the Arena looking at all these free banners and 
said, ‘This isn’t right.’ Not a good business decision. That started the chute gate sign and banner 
sponsorships and Tammy became The Rodeo’s first Advertising and Sponsorship Chair.”

Don found a surprising source of increased revenue for The Rodeo. “We would have sellouts every 
Saturday night. They asked me what they should do and I told them to sell standing-room-only 
tickets. We found out that beer sales went way up when we had to sell standing-room-only tickets.”

Don has one final thought that is so typical of his supportive leadership style. “If I would say 
anything to those who are working on The Rodeo today it is, ‘You’re doing a great job. Keep it up.’ ”

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Don and Leanna Morgan

Boots shown above courtesy 
of Linda Mai-Snead

The Rodeo Association surprised Leanna in 1999 and Don in 2000 
by honoring them for their contributions to the Stampede with the 
“John Justin Standard of the West Award”. Each year, the Justin 
Boot Company, a longtime National sponsor of the PRCA, selects 
100 top Rodeos across the country to participate in the John 
Justin Standard of the West volunteer recognition program. Justin 
awards a custom designed pair of boots to each volunteer who is 
selected by their Rodeo Committee to be honored for their 
exemplary service. The award winners are announced and 
profiled each year in national media. Other Stampede volunteers 
who have been honored with this prestigious award are: Tammy 
Stockton, Linda Mai-Snead, Vickie Flemming, John Vandenberg, 
Tom Stockton, Chuck Nichols, Norm Almquist, Greg Dieker, 
Angelique Dieker, Jay Wrede, Sue Peck, Dennis Noland and Allen 
Crowner.
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Don and Leanna Morgan

1991 Event Schedule
FRIDAY, JUNE 7TH

4:00 p.m.   
Elizabeth Lions Club 
Barbecue

7:00 p.m.   
Wild Cow Milking            
PRCA Rodeo

Grand Entry
Bareback Riding
Steer Wrestling
Calf Roping
Saddle Bronc
Team Roping
Barrel Racing
Bull Riding

9:00 p.m.  
Dance in the Pavilion

SATURDAY, JUNE 8TH

7:00 a.m.   
Queen’s Benefit Breakfast

11:00 a.m.  Parade

12:00 p.m. 
Local Events

Break-Away Roping
Calf Roping
Team Roping
Rawhide Race

7:00 p.m.
Wild Cow Milking 
PRCA Rodeo 

Grand Entry
Bareback Riding
Steer Wrestling
Calf Roping
Saddle Bronc
Team Roping
Local Events Buckle

Presentation
Barrel Racing
Bull Riding

9:00 p.m.  
Dance in the Pavilion

SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH

7:00 a.m.   
Pancake Breakfast

9:00 a.m.  
Local Events

Team Penning
Ribbon Roping
Kids’ Barrel Race

11:45 a.m. 
Draft Horse
Demonstration

1:00 p.m. 
Wild Cow Milking
PRCA Rodeo 

Grand Entry
Bareback Riding
Steer Wrestling
Calf Roping
Saddle Bronc
Team Roping
Local Events Buckle

Presentation
Barrel Racing
Bull Riding

Amateur Events were continued when The Rodeo went Pro and were held before the PRCA Rodeo 
performances. “It got pretty hectic trying to fit everything in.” Don relates. “When we added a fourth 
performance on Saturday afternoon, it gave us the opportunity to move the Amateur Events to a 
Rodeo of their own on a weekend before the PRCA Rodeo and it has worked out pretty well.”

Event Schedule from 1991 Rodeo Program
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Don and Leanna Morgan

Artist Tama Peck 1999 Bruce Ford 
Poster

1999 Program Cover 2002 Magazine Cover
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Tama Peck www.blondiesart/facebook

In the late 1990’s, The Rodeo implemented a Commemorative Poster Program working with local 
artist Tama Peck. Along with husband Tom, the Pecks were Stampede volunteers for many years 
and Tom was responsible for starting the Rodeo’s Annual Programs. 

Leanna says that they would feature Tama Peck’s art on the Program Covers and would sell the 
popular Posters at stores in the community and at The Rodeo. “The Posters were real collector’s 
items and Tama’s work was so good that we would get calls from magazines that wanted to use it 
on their covers.”

Tama says that the posters were a unique way that she could contribute to The Rodeo. “I got the 
idea that as an artist I could be involved in The Rodeo (by creating the Posters) and do something 
that I really enjoyed at the same time. The Board, the Volunteers and the Cowboys and Cowgirls I 
featured on the Posters were so supportive. We made a lot of good friends. The watercolor painting 
of Bruce Ford for the 1999 Stampede Poster was used by Colorado Country Life magazine. Bruce 
had a lucky green riding glove. When he saw that I put it in the painting, he was thrilled.” Writer’s 
Note: Bruce’s Stampede Poster always hung proudly in his office at the Ford Horse Ranch in 
Kersey, Colorado. See the Bruce Ford chapter later in this history.



“We enjoyed it. We had a great time. Sometimes it 
was hard, ‘Do we have everything done? Are we 

ready?’ And sometimes there were problems, but 
we have to remember that The Rodeo is too 

important to let anything get in the way.”

KEN AND SHARON HOLDER 2009

Ken and Sharon Holder were among the small group of volunteers who supported The Rodeo 
Committee when the Stampede went Pro with the PRCA in 1988. But according to Ken, their 
involvement with The Rodeo as a family started several years earlier when the Stampede was still a 
local Amateur Rodeo. 

“We have three daughters who were all pretty good on horses – Kimberly, Sarah and Tracy. One 
year they needed people to carry flags at The Rodeo and they invited Kimberly.” Ken recalls. “They 
saddled one of the bucking horses for her to ride. She would ride this bucking horse in the Arena, 
then when the Saddle Bronc came up, they put a bucking strap on the horse, bucked him, and then 
she would get back on him for more flags. I was pretty worried about her getting hurt but that old 
horse knew his job.”

Ken says they made their involvement with the Stampede official that first PRCA year. “Our first year 
as volunteers was 1988. I was afraid that going PRCA, they would do away with the Local aspect of 
The Rodeo. I said, ‘I’ll do whatever I can to save the Local aspect of this Rodeo.’ So we worked real 
hard on integrating the Local Events with the PRCA Rodeo (holding them before the Pro Rodeo 
performances). I ended up running the Local Events and Sharon kept me organized.”

Sharon remembers that she was Ken’s support system for the Local Events. “I did the bookkeeping, 
I took entries, and figured the payouts. We would figure out the payouts and have it all in envelopes 
for the top places for each event so that the contestants got their money right away and we didn’t 
have to worry about it later.” Sharon also ran the Grand Entry. “Our daughters were in 4-H and I 
would get the 4-H kids to carry the flags in the Grand Entry and coordinate every thing that went on.”

Ken’s campaigning to retain the Local Amateur Rodeo Events paid off. “My goal was to have 
continuous entertainment starting at noon with the Roping events all the way to when the PRCA 
Rodeo started Saturday night – to have the Arena full and to have something going on all the time.”

“We kept things moving along. We had three different Local Calf Roping events: Ribbon Roping, Tie-
Down Roping, and Break-Away Roping. We had Rawhide Races, which we ran and which I also
competed in. I won it 3 or 4 times.” Writer’s Note: In the Rawhide Races a horse and rider pulled 
someone on a piece of cowhide down around a barrel and back for the fastest time. 
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“We had Wild Cow Milking, and I competed there too. I worked for 30-some years as a Fire Fighter 
for the City of Littleton. There were three of us Fire Fighters in the Wild Cow Milking. Fire Fighters 
are notorious for going 110% all the time and getting hurt. One of my teammates was holding the 
Lead Rope. The gate opened and that cow dragged him all over the Arena. She got over the rope 
where he was under that cow and was stepping all over him. I was ‘Mugging’ the cow (holding the 
cow around its head and neck) and trying to do everything I could to get her off him. The cow is 
stepping on him and tore off his shirt. He was all black and blue. There wasn’t a spot that wasn’t 
bruised from his shoulders to his waist. My other teammate was trying to milk her and broke his 
leg.” Writer’s Note: See the chapter featuring Roger Evans for an action photo of the Wild Cow 
Milking event.

Ken’s commitment to the Stampede ran pretty deep. “The first couple of PRCA years, we had to 
guarantee that our stock contractor Bob West would get paid. So, Roger Evans, Don Morgan, Ken 
Holder, and Ed Lovelace too I believe, signed an agreement that we would be responsible for the 
contractor getting paid.”

Ken moved from running the Local Amateur Rodeo Events to running the PRCA Rodeo Events. 
“Don Morgan talked me into being in charge of the PRCA Committee (now called the Rodeo 
Committee). Chuck Nichols did a great job with the Local Events, so I did the PRCA Events. I ran 
them pretty tight. You don’t want the spectators sitting on those bleachers too long. So you need to 
have a fast-run Rodeo. That was my job as PRCA Committee Chair – to keep things moving so we 
got out of there in less than two hours. And as a Fire Fighter, I believed in training. I’d rope calves 
to make sure that the people working in the Arena knew what they had to do. That was part of 
running a good Rodeo too.”

Ken was around during the infamous lightning storm John Bragg talked about in a previous 
chapter. It turns out that John and Rodeo Announcer Les Ohlhauser weren’t the only one hit by 
lightning. “Lewis Wallace was helping with the chute gates when the lightning hit. It went all around 
the Arena and Lewis was hanging onto a gate. It knocked him to the ground. There were places 
where there was so much mud, you would run right out of your boots. I was standing in some water 
and the lightning came up my legs. It’s a wonder no one was killed.” Writer’s Note: For more on that 
infamous lightning storm see the chapters featuring John Bragg, Norm Almquist and Les 
Ohlhauser.

Ken and Sharon will always remember their years of service to The Rodeo. “We enjoyed it. We had 
a great time. Sometimes it was hard, ‘Do we have everything done? Are we ready?’ And sometimes 
there were problems, but we have to remember that The Rodeo is too important to let anything get 
in the way.”
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“We worked on The Rodeo because we 
wanted to serve a greater cause, and because 
it was very gratifying. It’s the motivation that 
all volunteers have and we can’t forget that 

as The Rodeo moves ahead.”

CHUCK AND CONNIE NICHOLS
2009 Pioneers

Chuck and Connie Nichols were important members of the small volunteer team that helped The 
Rodeo Committee move the Elizabeth Stampede from a local Amateur Rodeo to a PRCA Pro Rodeo 
in 1988. They worked together as volunteers for what Chuck says was, “more years than I can 
remember.”

“In those early days when we started The Rodeo as a PRCA Rodeo, I worked in the Arena helping 
run the Rodeo Events and working with the livestock,” recalled Chuck. “Over the next few years, my 
work as an electrical contractor helped me when I Co-Chaired the Grounds and Maintenance 
Committee.”

“I became Chairman of the Amateur Rodeo early on, and I served as a Rodeo Association Director 
starting in 1995 (through 2002). Connie worked on the Promotions Committee, helped me with my 
electrical and maintenance responsibilities, and worked in the Hospitality area.”

Chuck says we can’t forget the contributions to the Stampede that were made by both men and 
women. “The men did the ‘grunt’ work but the women kept everything going and kept us organized.
Connie was there every year backing me up and doing whatever needed to be done in almost all the 
other areas. And Tammy Stockton played a huge part in The Rodeo as a volunteer and Director. 
Connie and Tammy were just two of the many ladies who made a big difference.”

Chuck remembers how satisfying their work on The Rodeo was. “I can’t tell you the wealth of 
emotions that you felt at The Rodeo. You watched the people in the stands smiling, laughing, having 
a great time, cheering the Cowboys and Cowgirls. That was what made every hour we put in 
worthwhile, and there were hundreds of hours.”

“Everyone who participated did it to promote the sport of Rodeo, and to promote an activity that 
would help the community. We worked on The Rodeo because we wanted to serve a greater cause, 
and because it was very gratifying. It’s the motivation that all volunteers have and we can’t forget 
that as The Rodeo moves ahead.”
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Chuck laughs about the challenges weather sometimes presented. “There was a Cowboy on a 
Bronc when lightning struck somewhere in the area. The lightning must have hit a transmission 
line, temporarily cutting off power to the Arena lights. The Arena went dark just when the Cowboy 
started his ride. The power came back but the lights were still dark. People were yelling, ‘Chuck, 
turn the lights back on.’ I said, ‘They are on. They have to cool off and recycle before we’ll have 
light again. It’s going to be a while.’ When we got light again, we had to give the Cowboy a re-ride 
because no one saw his ride to judge it.”

“That wasn’t the only time lightning put out those lights. We had Team Ropers in the Arena. The 
Header had thrown his rope around the horns of the steer, but the Heeler still had his rope in hand 
and hadn’t thrown his loop around the back legs when the lights went out. He just sat there on his 
horse for the longest time wondering what to do. They got another run at a steer when we had light 
again.”

In a non-weather related story, Chuck talks about the time that a cow went through the south gate 
of the Arena and headed toward the parking lot. “Simon Moore (a volunteer, Director and longtime 
Rodeo sponsor) headed out after the cow on horseback and three others chased it on foot until 
they all realized that no one had a rope. I don’t know how they expected to catch that cow without a 
rope. It was really hilarious. Simon came riding back and said, ‘Anyone have a rope?’ It took a few 
loops before they caught that cow and brought it back to the pen.”

Chuck and Connie say they will never forget the years they served as Rodeo volunteers. “It was the 
most wonderful time of our lives. We made a lot of close friends that we are still close with today.”

Chuck was honored as The Rodeo’s Outstanding Volunteer in 1998 with the Justin Standard of the 
West Award. Writer’s Note: See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna Morgan for details on this 
prestigious award.
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“There are a lot of hours of blood, sweat and tears that go 
into putting on The Rodeo. By the time it gets here, you 

sometimes wonder if it was worth it. But when the Grand 
Entry would start, and the music would play, and the crowd 

would start cheering, it would choke me up every time.”

TAMMY STOCKTON 2009

Through the years, women have been as important to the establishment and growth of the 
Elizabeth Stampede as men. No one played a more important role than Tammy Stockton who was 
a volunteer for 12 years, 1991-2002, and one of the original Rodeo Directors. “When we decided to 
apply for non-profit status, we needed a true Board of Directors. Don Morgan handpicked people 
he felt could play an important part in the success of The Rodeo and I was asked to be on that 
first Board in 1993, along with Leanna Morgan, Roger Evans, Ken Holder and Terry Sims. And 
Don, of course, was Chairman.”

“I enjoyed it very much. We didn’t always agree on things but we always found a way to come to 
terms and decide, ‘Okay. This is what we are going to do’. A lot of things were pretty progressive. 
We tried to think out-of-the-box and do new and better things every year.”

Tammy started going to meetings in 1991. ”During that time I met Betty Bybee, who owned the 
salon across the road from the Rodeo Grounds. At the time, she was handling The Rodeo Royalty 
Committee and she asked me to help her. That’s how I got started as a volunteer. I assisted her 
the rest of that year and then found myself Chairing the Royalty Committee the very next year.”

“As a local businessperson, Betty was very interested in The Rodeo. After I took over as 
Chairperson of the Royalty Committee, Betty continued to assist me by hosting part of our 
Royalty Seminar at her salon. The seminar helped the contestants learn the things that would be 
beneficial to them during the tryouts. Betty would teach the girls about hair and makeup, and 
then we would move over to The Rodeo Grounds, where others would teach horsemanship and 
public speaking skills.”

“I was Royalty Committee Chair for two years and in that time, advertising, sponsors and revenue 
became more important to The Rodeo. There was so much potential that could be tapped. 
Elizabeth was growing, more businesses were coming into town, and a lot of businesses were 
coming to us to be a part of The Rodeo. So, I ended up being the first Advertising and 
Sponsorship Committee Chair.”

“It wasn’t always easy going to people asking for money, but when they heard that it was for The 
Rodeo, it made a difference. Whether we went to them or they came to us, they wanted their 
banners in the Arena. We started to go into Denver to sell the larger sponsor packages, but it was 
the local businesses that wanted to support The Rodeo that made the job so satisfying.”

Tammy Stockton Page 84



“A couple of days before The Rodeo, we would chase all over to get the sponsor banners from the 
businesses. When we got them up in the Arena, you had to guard those things with your life. It 
seems that some people really liked those banners and they could just disappear as soon as The 
Rodeo was over.”

“So, when they closed the gate on the last bull, and the announcer would thank everyone for 
coming, I had 4 or 5 people run to the corners of the Arena and just stand there watching out for 
the banners. We sometimes lost banners for other reasons. The animals would kick them or ram 
them and tear them to shreds. And then the weather – mud, rain, wind, even tornados.”

Tammy’s hard work did not stop there. “I also ran the Barrel Race at the Amateur Rodeo for quite 
a few years. We’d get a lot of the Pro Girls at the Amateur Rodeo Barrel Race because the ground 
was so good. A lot of those girls wanted to get their horses over that ground before the Pro 
Rodeo.”

Tammy talks about what she remembers most about her years working on The Rodeo. “There are 
a lot of hours of blood, sweat and tears that go into putting on The Rodeo. By the time it gets here, 
you sometimes wonder if it was worth it. But when the Grand Entry would start, and the music 
would play, and the crowd would start cheering, it would choke me up every time. All that time 
and hard work, and the stands are packed with people having a blast. It was one of those 
moments when you thought, ‘Okay. Good job. We did it.’ ”

“The payoff was seeing it all come together and seeing everyone doing their part. Everybody 
always came through. So many people, from the guys who park the cars, the people who take the 
tickets, the guys working in the Arena, the people in the Hospitality Area, all the volunteers 
working so hard on their committees. That's what made it all come together, and what made us so 
successful each year. I enjoyed my years with the Stampede, learned so much and met so many 
great people.”

Tammy contributed so much to The Rodeo right from the outset, that in 1994 she was honored as 
The Rodeo’s Outstanding Volunteer with the Justin Standard of the West Award. Writer’s Note: 
See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna Morgan for details on this prestigious award.

Writer’s Note: When I thanked Tammy for her help with this history, I told her it was very important 
to have the women who contributed so much to The Rodeo recognized and featured in it because 
Rodeo can sometimes look like a “Good Old Boys” thing. Tammy said, “That’s alright. There are 
‘Good Old Girls’ too.”
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“I still work as a volunteer because I like being 
around The Rodeo. It gets in your blood.”

GUY WILLIAMS 2009
Guy and Carol Williams were honored as 2008 Rodeo 
Pioneers for their years of service to the Elizabeth 
Stampede. 

Guy is in charge of all the Rough Stock volunteers. Carol 
has helped with tickets and vendors, escorted VIPs, and 
most recently coordinated the Stampede To Read 
reading initiative program in area elementary schools.

Their story starts in 1947 when Guy’s parent’s moved to a ranch outside of Elizabeth where Guy still 
lives today. “Back then Elizabeth was only a farming and ranching-type community. The town was 
really small.” Guy recalls.

Guy’s association with the Stampede goes back to when he was a kid. “When I first got involved with 
The Rodeo, my brother Dan, and Ronnie and Roger Evans too, we rode at The Rodeo on the 4-H Drill 
Team. We only had one horse then and Dan got that. I was always on a loner horse.”

“My Dad had an old movie camera and he got this on film. My Cowboy Hat fell off once when we 
were doing the Drill Team. I came back out to get my hat when we were all done and this loner horse 
just decided to trample my hat. People thought that was real funny. That film has stayed in the family 
and I still hear about it today. I guess they still think it’s funny.”

“Going back to when I was on the Drill Team, they always had a Carnival with The Rodeo. Us kids 
would ride with the Drill Team, go to the Carnival until it was time to do the Drill Team again, then 
back to the Carnival.”

“This was before The Rodeo was PRCA. They had Riding and Roping, Barrel Racing and Pole 
Bending. It was a local Amateur Rodeo.” Writer’s Note: Barrel Racing and Pole Bending are Timed 
Events for riders on horses running patterns around barrels and poles for the fastest times.

“My brother Dennis helped build the Arena in the early 1960’s. He had a Ford tractor that had a post 
hole digger on the back. He’d dig post holes after work during the week and on the weekends more 
guys from the Chamber of Commerce would show up and set posts for the fence and bleachers.”

Guy went to college at Northern Colorado for a year. “It didn’t take long for me to figure out I wasn’t 
cut out for college. The best part about it was that Carol and I met there. I joined the Air Force in 
1969 and while I was waiting to start active duty, I went to work for a home builder in Longmont and 
worked with the builder’s electrician. I’ve been doing that kind of work ever since.” Today Guy runs 
his own electrical business, Cross Diamond Electric in Parker.

Guy and Carol Williams

Carol and Guy Williams
2008 Stampede Pioneers

Page 86



“When I got out of the Air Force in 1974, I started going to The Rodeo to watch. They always had 
the dance up at the Chamber Park Pavilion. The Chamber had a full dance every month on a 
Saturday night all summer long. They also had the Elizabeth High School Alumni Banquet, a big 
Pot Luck, the same day as The Rodeo. They had The Rodeo in the afternoon, then everybody would 
go to the Banquet and then go to the Dance.”

“The Rodeo was held during the first cutting hay season. We’d stop putting up hay, throw some 
bales in the back of the truck that were our chairs. We’d take our trucks there on Friday night and 
back them to the fence, so that Saturday for The Rodeo we had the best seats in the house.”

Guy became a Stampede volunteer almost by accident. “One year Roger and Leroy Evans were 
driving around on a tractor trying to dig up the Arena to soften it up. Norm Almquist was there too. 
We’re sitting on the backs of our trucks. Roger came by and said, ‘Hey you guys. Come on.’ That 
was my first taste of volunteer work but I really got started as a volunteer when Bill Snead got me 
involved around 1990.”

“Bill was Chairman of the PRCA Committee, now called the Rodeo Committee (responsible for the 
livestock and running the Rodeo Events) and I was Rough Stock Lead in charge of all the people 
who work with the horses and bulls. I was Co-Chair of the Committee for a while, but never wanted 
to be Chairman, so I’m back to working as the Rough Stock Lead. But I’m more involved today than 
if I had been the Chairman. It always seems to work out that way. I still work as a volunteer because 
I like being around The Rodeo. It gets in your blood.”

Working with the livestock, Guy witnessed the escape act of Roger Evans’ wild cow. “Years ago 
they had a Wild Cow Milking and LeRoy, Roger and Ronnie Evans would bring the cows. One year 
they came up with these real salty cows to milk. This one old cow was strong as a bull and just as 
big. They let her out of the chute and she went up and over the fence and hit a pickup truck –
smashed it pretty good.”

“Ronnie Evans got a rope on her and tied her to a tree down by the creek and went back to The 
Rodeo for the Rawhide Races. You get a horse and a cowhide and tie a rope to it. The horse and 
rider would pull it with someone on it, down and around a barrel and back. They went back to get 
the cow after The Rodeo.” Writer’s Note: For more on the wild cow who would have sung “Don’t 
Fence Me In” if she could, see the chapters featuring Roger Evans, Don Morgan, John Bragg and 
Norm Almquist. Also see “The Rest of the Story” to get the lowdown on what it was like to be 
sitting in the truck and be rammed by a cow from the owners of the truck, Dale and Julie Atkinson.

Over his many years as a volunteer, Guy has accumulated a few other livestock stories. “One year 
there was a big downpour. Everybody was wet, including the bulls. Those old bulls, when they get 
wet, they get slick and we didn’t have very many riders stay on them. The bulls were slippery and 
the riders couldn’t get any grip on their ropes or with their legs on the bulls. We had a lot of muddy 
Cowboys that year.”
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“I was back working in the livestock pens in 2007 when the bull went over the main gate. All of a 
sudden everyone back there takes off and leaves to go after the bull. The Pickup Men took off after 
him on horseback and the Rough Stock guys took off in their pickup trucks yelling at each other on 
their cell phones trying to keep track of him. You can’t have The Rodeo without the Pickup Men so 
everything came to a stop for 45 minutes, maybe longer.”

“They chased him down the highway and finally got ropes on him and dragged him into a trailer. He 
just stayed in that trailer. He was plum wore out.” Writer’s Note: For more on the rampaging bull 
see the chapters featuring Les Ohlhauser and Hal Burns. A good story can never be told too many 
times.

“The bulls and horses are pretty easy to deal with when they are back in the pens before The 
Rodeo. But when you start sorting them, and load them in the chutes and move them through the 
Out Gate back into the pens after they buck, they are more difficult to deal with.”

“In 2008 we had one bull that was real mean and didn’t want to cooperate when we were trying to 
get him out of the Arena and into the pen. He hooked his horn in the Out Gate and slammed one of 
the new volunteers who was opening the gate. Fortunately he wasn’t hurt. You have to be prepared 
for the unexpected. The bulls will hook you and the horses will run you over if you’re not careful. 
They are just as testy getting them back in the pens as they are bucking out in the Arena.”

The 2008 Rodeo marked the first year the Stampede partnered with the PBR – Professional Bull 
Riders – for the Stampede’s traditional Friday night Bull Riding Rodeo. The Friday night PBR Rodeo 
contributed to an all-time total attendance record for the Stampede. 

But even though going with the PBR was a good thing for The Rodeo, it caused some extra 
problems for Guy and the folks working with the livestock. “PBR created a lot of buzz in the 
community about The Rodeo, but it was hectic. We had five different stock contractors.” Writer’s 
Note: More bulls are typically needed for PBR Rodeos because of more riders, more go-rounds and 
more re-rides when individual bulls don’t buck well enough to give riders fair scores.

“We had to keep all the bulls separate. You can’t mix bulls because they will fight. Even with bulls 
from the same contractor, there are some bulls that you have to keep away from all the others. We 
had to be sure to get the bulls back in the right pens. They’d call out to me the name of the 
contractor or which pen when the bulls came back out and we’d have to move them in the right 
pens.”

Guy was given an additional honor in 2008 with the Stampede President’s Award in recognition of 
his many years of service to the Elizabeth Stampede.
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“I do believe that it all starts with the attitude of the 
volunteers that this Rodeo was built on. The 

willingness to fill gaps, to jump in where and when 
needed has always been there.”

BILL SNEAD 2009

Bill Snead is a PRCA Gold Card Member – The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
recognizes members for more than 20 years of service to the sport of Rodeo with its Gold 
membership card. Bill is the longest serving Director of the Elizabeth Rodeo Association since 
1996 and stepped into the boots of Rodeo President in 2012. Bill has also served as a Director on 
the Mountain States Circuit Board.

He was raised on a ranch in Missouri and Rodeoed in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s as a Steer 
Wrestler. His father used to take the family to Colorado frequently on vacations. Bill did the same 
thing when he was an adult. “I owned a full size Chevy Blazer that had 114,000 miles on it. 100,000 
was from crossing Kansas between Missouri and Colorado. Every vacation was in Colorado.”
When Bill had the opportunity to move to Colorado and work for Frontier Airlines, he jumped at it. 

“When Linda (Bill’s wife and another long-time Stampede volunteer and Director) and I moved out 
to Elbert County and joined The Rodeo, it was just 50 or so people (counting the organizers on the 
Rodeo Committee and other volunteers) doing everything. There was so much to do and very little 
time off. I remember during one of the few breaks we got, sleeping under the trees on the East side 
of the Arena between Slack and the regular Rodeo performance.” Writer’s Note: Slack is an extra 
Rodeo session that is often held on a morning of a regular Rodeo performance day to handle the 
overflow of competitors, usually in Barrel Racing, Steer Wrestling and Roping. Also, by competing 
in Slack, Cowboys and Cowgirls are able to go to other Rodeos on the same day.

It was a neighbor who got Bill and Linda involved with the Stampede. “We were actually introduced 
to The Rodeo by Gordon Ball who was also on the Chamber of Commerce and worked with the 
Rodeo as a volunteer. We lived in the same area and he said to me one day, ‘I see you’re interested 
in horses and Rodeo. Do you want to be a part of The Rodeo?’ I started to go to meetings in 1988. 
1989 was the first Rodeo I actually helped with. Most of our volunteers to this day are here because 
of an association with someone, an acquaintance or a friend.”

“Back then it was usually a hard initiation for new people. My first Rodeo, Roger Evans and Ed 
Lovelace came and got me to help put the American flag up on the flagpole. A big, high pole. We 
get down there and they say, ‘Darn. Somebody took the rope off the pole. Can you get up there and 
put the rope back through the pulley?’ So I shinnied up there and the pulley isn’t there. So I came 
back down. ‘Oh that’s a problem. We gotta fix that,’ they said.”
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Bill Snead

“Roger finds an old tractor and they put a ladder in the bucket that wasn’t all that stable. Roger 
says, ‘Somebody now has got to climb up there.’ So I get up there, put the pulley on it, put the rope 
through it, get back down and they pulled the rope back through the pulley. I had to climb back up 
there and Roger and Ed are laughing their butts off. I thought, ‘What else can these guys come up 
with?’ It took ten times longer to put the flag up than it would have if these guys hadn’t been 
clowning around. That was my initiation. They had all kinds of things for new people.”

“Back then volunteers did everything. We did the Pro Rodeo and Amateur Events (a carryover from 
the pre-PRCA days of The Rodeo) between the Pro Rodeos. Now we have a full Amateur Rodeo on 
a weekend before the Pro Rodeo. My first job was sorting calves (putting them in the order of the 
way they were drawn and selected for the Ropers). I loaded them in the chute and released them 
(tripped the chute gate when the Ropers nodded their heads that they were ready to go).”

“I stayed involved with the PRCA Committee now called the Rodeo Committee (the volunteers who 
worked with the livestock and ran the Rodeo Events) while Linda served on and chaired just about 
every other committee. I chaired the Rodeo Committee from 1996 to 2003. In the PRCA history of 
the Elizabeth Stampede, there have been only four Rodeo Committee Chairs – Ken Holder, Bill 
Snead, Norm Almquist and Greg Dieker.”

“Safety was always my big thing. We’ve never had anyone seriously hurt and when you work with 
animals, that’s always something that can happen. We watch everybody really close and train them. 
I used to get flack because I wouldn’t put people in the Arena until I trained them. If you weren’t 
trained, you didn’t get in.”

One year however, despite all of Bill’s careful planning and his watchful eye, he almost helped put 
Rodeo General Chairman and President Tom Stockton in the hospital. “I used to push the Rough 
Stock gates open and Tom Stockton used to unlatch the gate and pull it open with a rope. This one 
time, I started to open the gate and gave it a shove just when the bull took his head and threw the 
thing open. Tom gave the rope a hard yank just when the gate hit him and he went head over heels 
backward. When a bull throws open a gate like that, it’s always a good idea to take off the other 
way. I didn’t see Tom on the ground until I looked back. He’s lying there and the bull and rider are 
looking down at him. I can say this now because Tom got out of there but it’s the funniest thing I 
ever saw.” (No one can tell a story like a Rodeo Announcer, so see the chapter featuring Les 
Ohlhauser for a more colorful telling of the story about the bull that was forever named “Tommy 
Knocker” after that incident.)

“Over the years we’ve had tons of Rodeo stars here. All of the top people from Colorado, Wyoming 
and many from other states. And they continue to come. We’ve increased the size of the purse 
every year, but there are a lot of Rodeos now with much larger purses. And yet, the top Cowboys 
and Cowgirls still come here.”
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“It helps that we are early in the year. The Cowboys and Cowgirls get Elizabeth in before they start 
down the hard road in June, July and August. It’s within the Circuit so it gives them a good start to 
be eligible for the Circuit Finals in November. You’ve already got money in the bank to start 
working the rest of the summer. We get a lot of people from out of state because it’s really the 
kickoff for the summer. And it’s a good Rodeo. A good place to be. And they like the atmosphere
and the people.”

“I do believe that it all starts with the attitude of the volunteers that this Rodeo was built on. The 
willingness to fill gaps, to jump in where and when needed has always been there. The people we 
have now that are involved with The Rodeo believe that also.”

“That’s why my wife Linda got involved with so many committees. She does whatever needs to be 
done for the Rodeo.” Linda has also served on the Board of Directors and in recent years, works in 
the Announcer’s Booth helping keep everything on track while Bill works at the Rough Stock end of 
the Arena. 

Through all the years of their service to The Rodeo, there is one thing that keeps Bill and Linda 
coming back for more and that is, “the good fortune to work with hundreds of great people 
including friends, neighbors and family.” Bill and Linda were given special recognition in the 2008 
Elizabeth Stampede Magazine and Program for their years of volunteer service to The Rodeo.

Bill provided some statistics that show the growth of The Rodeo’s popularity:
• In 1990, two years after The Rodeo went Pro with the PRCA, just over 3,000 tickets were sold.
• In 1994, just over 6,000 people attended The Rodeo and ticket sales hit 7,000 two years later in 
1996.
• Ticket sales hovered around the 6,000 to 7,000 mark until 2008, when helped by a more aggressive 
advertising plan, expanded seating capacity, great weather and the debut of our Friday night bull 
riding Rodeo as a PBR Enterprise-Rent-A-Car Tour Rodeo, the Stampede set all-time records for 
ticket sales at well over 8,000 tickets sold, an amount that has been replicated every year since 
including the economically depressed years of 2010 and 2011. In 2012, our 25th anniversary as a 
PRCA Rodeo, all four performances were sellouts or near sellouts and ticket sales totaled well over 
8,200.
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Linda Mai-Snead

Without the contributions of women, The Rodeo as we know it today would not exist. Along with 
Leanna Morgan, Tammy Stockton and other ladies, Linda Mai-Snead helped build the Elizabeth 
Stampede into the highly regarded Rodeo it has become. For her contributions, Linda was honored 
as The Rodeo’s Outstanding Volunteer in 1995 with the Justin Standard of the West Award. Writer’s 
Note: See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna Morgan for details on this prestigious award.

Linda started attending Rodeo Committee meetings with her husband Bill and became a full-fledged 
volunteer in 1991. Like many volunteers, Linda credits other volunteers for getting her started. “My 
mentor was Tammy Stockton. Unaware at first, we worked for the same firm.  Tammy was very 
active, very involved. Tammy was in there right alongside the guys and did a wonderful job. She did 
a lot for The Rodeo serving as a Director, Secretary and the first Advertising and Sponsorship 
Committee Chair. Leanna Morgan was another ‘go to’ person. Together she and Don were my 
inspiration to get and continue to be involved. ”

“I started to go to meetings and they needed volunteers. That just kind of drew me in. I started taking 
tickets. Back then, we stood at the entry gate that was just two posts. You had a roll of tickets and 
you were selling tickets like that. At that time, we did both the day and well into the night shifts, 
selling to standing–room–only fans, and then to the after–Rodeo dance and social crowd.  They just 
kept coming. There were very few breaks because you couldn’t leave your post and there was no 
one else to cover for you. You put in a lot of time. Those were the truly dedicated, behind–the –
scenes volunteers and what impressed me the most was they came back again the next day and we 
started all over again. They would stand there in rain and snow. We had tornados and mini flash 
floods.  Many times and many assignments along the way, one time in particular I remember my dear 
friends Linda Almquist and Carol Williams guarding one of the gates in their slickers in just terrible 
weather.”

Linda recalls some growing pains when she worked on the Gates and Tickets Committee. “We 
advanced from the roll of tickets to volunteer-built ticket booths. We had four small booths on the 
south end of the vendor row. They resembled wooden phone booths, but at least volunteers were 
out of the weather and had more security.”

“You didn’t say ‘No’. You drafted friends and neighbors 
who dedicated and volunteered their time. Anything you 
needed to do, there was always somebody who stepped 
up and volunteered. I really enjoyed working with people 

and made a lot of friends. The mutual respect and 
camaraderie is what keeps me coming back.”

LINDA MAI-SNEAD 2009
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Linda Mai-Snead

“We had an aluminum horse trailer donated to us at one time for a makeshift ticket booth office. 
During a fierce lightening and rain storm, we were sitting in that trailer and a mini flash flood came 
down under the trailer. Another year I recall a runaway horse running at full speed through the 
crowded vendor alley.  That could have been a disaster.”

“We started to get smarter about security. We would sometimes have people going around the gates 
or jumping the fences to get into The Rodeo without paying. I remember this City Girl turned Country 
Girl trying to catch everybody coming over the fence but then I began to realize there were some 
people in our community who probably couldn’t afford a ticket. I’ll never forget stopping a gentleman 
with two children. He was teaching them a bad thing but at the same time, he probably didn’t have the 
money to come in and watch The Rodeo. I had mixed feelings about that, but we also had to be fair to 
the people who paid to get in.”

Linda took on leadership responsibilities with The Rodeo in 1994. “ As we started to grow, I 
volunteered to be a Committee Chair. With fewer volunteers than today, we did everything and 
doubled up on our committee responsibilities. My committee was Gates and Tickets and Volunteers.”
Linda was asked to be a Director in 1995, and Bill joined her as a Director in 1996. According to Bill, 
“Linda jumped right to the top. I had to wait until a year later.” Writers Note: Bill continues as a Rodeo 
Director, becoming Rodeo President in 2012, and Linda rejoined Bill on the Rodeo Board in 2011.

In 1995, Don Morgan separated committee responsibilities but instead of reducing Linda’s 
involvement, it increased. Linda chaired the Gates and Tickets Committee, the Promotions 
Committee, the Volunteers Committee, and the Entertainment Committee, in addition to serving as a 
Director. In later years, Linda also chaired the Vendors Committee and worked on the Royalty 
Committee. As Bill says, “Linda was always one of those people that if we lost a Committee Chair or 
needed a Committee Chair, Linda would raise her hand and take it on. Linda was always willing to 
expand or take on something else.”

But Linda loved it. “You didn’t say ‘No’. You drafted friends and neighbors who dedicated and 
volunteered their time. Anything you needed to do, there was always somebody who stepped up and 
volunteered. I really enjoyed working with people and made a lot of friends. The mutual respect and 
camaraderie is what keeps me coming back.”

“There are so many people who helped make The Rodeo a success and who helped me along the 
way. It’s almost unforgiving because I can’t credit EVERYONE who worked behind the scenes and 
stepped up to support and inspire me. Gordon Ball was our first connection to the Elizabeth 
Stampede. Don Morgan was always a fair man and easy to go to with issues and questions.”c
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“Others were Ken and Sharon Holder, Roger Evans, Tama and Tom Peck. Jim Rayfield and his entire 
family were involved.  Board Member Chuck Nichols helped me with, among other things, generators 
to run electricity at night and when there were issues with vendors. Lynette Perkowitz did an amazing 
job with signs for the ticket booths and gates. Chuck Evans helped me set up for the vendors.”

“Daughter Heather lived and breathed the Elizabeth Stampede. She filled in the volunteer gaps 
wherever needed. And, of course, my ‘pardner’ Bill, deserving my MVP AWARD, was there for me 
whenever I needed ANYTHING!”

“A lot of people have come and gone and we have lost a few who have passed on. Gone but not 
forgotten. John Evanoika was very involved. He was always one of the people I could go to and count 
on. Paul Hossack battled cancer for a long time yet was always there at the meetings and working at 
The Rodeo. He died right before the 1998 Stampede and The Rodeo was dedicated to him that year. 
His wife Nancy was a volunteer too.”

Today, Linda works in the Announcer’s Booth, helping Rodeo Announcer Les Ohlhauser keep 
everything on track, something she has done almost every year since 1998. “Les is an amazing 
person. He knows Rodeo, he knows the history of the contestants and the livestock. The Cowboys 
really appreciate that. He pays attention to everything that goes on in the Arena and he doesn’t miss 
anything. And with everything else going on around him, he manages to simultaneously announce 
The Rodeo and read and announce sponsor advertising. That’s where my job comes in. I help keep 
things on track.”
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“To put on a great Rodeo is what we’re trying to do and 
be the best small (market) rodeo of the United States. 

You set up a good program and get good people, and we 
have a lot of good people here. We do this because The 

Rodeo is important to us and our community.”
NORM ALMQUIST 2008 & 2012

Norm Almquist has served as a volunteer, PRCA Committee 
Chair, Director, and President of The Rodeo 2007-2011. Wife 
Linda has worked The Rodeo every year serving on many of 
the committees and most recently has been working tirelessly 
on the Elizabeth Stampede Foundation.

Linda was also part of the Stampede volunteer team that worked the Hospitality area at the 
Mountain States Circuit Finals where the top Cowboys and Cowgirls from Colorado and Wyoming 
compete every year for regional Circuit Championship Gold Buckles and checks. Norm and other 
Stampede Volunteers worked with the livestock behind the chutes at the Circuit Finals. Linda has 
worked on various committees at The Rodeo over the years and most recently has been working at 
the Elizabeth Stampede Foundation Tent promoting the Foundation’s fund raising efforts.

Norm and Linda grew up around horses and cattle in the state of Washington and moved to 
Colorado after college because Colorado was a good place to find a job. While Norm forged a 
career in Mechanical Engineering, they stayed true to their western lifestyle moving to Elizabeth in 
the 1970’s. The Elizabeth Stampede is a part of that lifestyle. 

Norm and Linda started attending The Rodeo as fans in the 1980’s. “In those days, we’d park our 
pick up trucks along the Arena fence and watch The Rodeo from the back of our trucks.” relates 
Norm.

Norm and Linda Almquist

Norm and Linda Almquist
2012 Stampede Pioneers

THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE AT THE 
ELIZABETH STAMPEDE

In the 1960’s through early 1980s people 
would back their pickup trucks to the rodeo 
arena fences to watch the Elizabeth 
Stampede. They would throw some bales of 
hay or put up folding chairs in the beds of 
their trucks to sit on. This picture form the 
early 1980s shows 2012 Elizabeth Stampede 
Pioneers Linda and Norm Almquist (2nd and 
3rd from the left) and 2008 Elizabeth 
Stampede Pioneers Carol and Guy Williams 
(1st and 2nd from the right).

Photo Courtesy Kimberly Schlichting
Through Your Eyes Photography
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“We sat in the back of our trucks just watching The Rodeo for a few years and one year, Roger 
Evans came along the fence and said to Guy Williams and me, ‘Come on and help.’ And that’s how 
we started volunteering. I started out in the calf pens and then took over timed events. Then 3 years 
as Bill Snead’s Vice Chair for the PRCA Committee now called the Rodeo Committee (working in 
the Arena with the livestock and Rodeo Events), then 3 years as Chair of that committee, and five 
years as President.”

Norm has brought a lot of new thinking to The Rodeo while building on the traditions of the past. 
He brought sound business principles to the financial planning side of The Rodeo and built a 
strong team of committee chairs and volunteers. A good example of his forward thinking happened 
when he was the PRCA Committee Chair. “I went to the Board of Directors and said I wanted to put 
on a Friday Bull Riding Rodeo. That first year (2004) was really something.” Writer’s Note: Bull 
Riding is often referred to as “Rodeo’s Extreme Sport” and very popular with rodeo fans.

Norm says that over the years he has seen all kinds of things. “This had to be in the early 1990’s 
when a tornado came through just as we were loading Saddle Broncs in the bucking chutes. The 
tornado didn’t touch down in the Arena but lightning hit right in front of the bucking chutes. The 
lightning was bouncing all along the top of the metal chute gates like fireworks. It hit the 
announcer’s booth and knocked our Rodeo Announcer Les Ohlhauser to the floor. The wind is 
blowing, it’s pouring like crazy, Les is down, and the rest of us are running like chickens. It was 
something to see.” (No one can tell a story better than a Rodeo Announcer so see the chapter 
featuring Les Ohlhauser for the real lowdown on how he got the nickname “Lightning”.)

“The one story I remember the most was when Roger Evans and his Dad brought some really rank 
cows to The Rodeo for the Wild Cow Milking. One big old Hereford jumped the fence and rammed 
the side of a pickup. Like I said, you stick around long enough, you see everything.” Writer’s Note: 
With Cowboys, a good story can’t be told too many times, so for more on the truck ramming wild 
cow see the chapters featuring Roger Evans, Don Morgan, John Bragg and Guy Williams. Also see 
“The Rest of the Story” featuring Dale and Julie Atkinson, the folks whose truck the cow rammed.

In a June 6, 2010 interview with The Fence Post newspaper, Norm said he believes the key to the 
continued success of The Rodeo is never being satisfied with the status quo. “To put on a great 
Rodeo is what we’re trying to do….We are always trying to…be the best small (market) rodeo of the 
Mountain States Circuit and of United States.” In his interview for this history, Norm added, “You 
set up a good program and get good people, and we have a lot of good people here. It’s hard being 
a volunteer, juggling your family and job, what you can do. We do this because The Rodeo is 
important to us and our community.”

Greg Dieker succeeded Norm as Chair of the PRCA Committee, now called the Rodeo Committee, 
and talks about Norm’s legacy of success. “Norm has been recognized for his outstanding 
leadership when he was selected the PRCA Mountain States Circuit Committeeman of the Year, 
was named one of four finalists for National Committeeman of the Year and was honored with the 
John J. Justin Foundation Spirit of the West award for his contributions as a rodeo volunteer and 
committeeman.” Writer’s Note: See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna Morgan for details on the 
prestigious Justin award. Norm capped off his 5 years as Rodeo President in 2011 with one of The 
Rodeo’s strongest financial performances, and with the Rodeo being named 2011 PRCA Small 
Rodeo of the Year.
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“This is what we enjoy doing. You know you are 
appreciated and it’s just human nature that you 

want to do more. It’s the same for everyone.”
SUE PECK 2009

“We’ve had a lot of friends over the years, 
but those friendships are nothing like the 

friendships we have made through The Rodeo.”
DAN POPP 2009

The 2005 Stampede was the first Rodeo for volunteers Sue Peck and Dan Popp. When they moved 
from Denver to Elizabeth, they were looking for a way to get involved with their new community. 
“We saw an announcement of The Rodeo’s General Meeting in the Elbert County newspaper,”
according to Sue. “We called Tom Stockton and he said, ‘You get yourselves to that meeting.’ So 
that’s what we did. The friendliness, camaraderie and enthusiasm for The Rodeo was 
unbelievable. We just felt it was meant to be.” Dan adds, “We went to a Work Day and there were 
people putting in new benches and seats, mowing, moving dirt, and enjoying every minute of it. 
That convinced us.”

Sue and Dan worked on tickets and gates their first year. Before long, Sue became Chairperson of 
the Tickets Committee and Dan joined the Sponsors Committee, becoming Committee Vice-Chair 
in 2008. But their involvement with the Stampede and their community does not end there. 
Wherever there is a need, Sue and Dan jump in and offer their support, as they did in 2008 when 
additional help was needed with Hospitality. For years, they assisted Simon and Shellie Moore of 
Town and Country Foods with the CASA event at the Stampede Rodeo Grounds that was a fund-
raiser for an advocacy program benefiting abused and neglected children. Sue and Dan were a 
part of the Stampede volunteer contingent at the Mountain Sates Circuit Finals, and are a part of 
the Stampede volunteer group at the annual Whiz Kids Rodeo event that provides western fun for 
young students and their educational mentors. Sue and Dan also volunteer at Praying Hands 
Ranch, an equine therapy facility that provides an outreach program for kids and adults 
with special needs.

Sue talks about the satisfaction they get from all their work with the Stampede. “This is what we 
enjoy doing. You know you are appreciated and it’s just human nature that you want to do more. 
It’s the same for everyone.” Dan says the friendships that The Rodeo offers to volunteers are very 
special. “We’ve had a lot of friends over the years, but those friendships are nothing like the 
friendships we have made through The Rodeo. You meet all kinds of people. One thing leads to 
another. You go to local restaurants and the waitresses and the people who come by to say 
‘hello’, they all know you. We see people we know everywhere we go. That means a lot to us.” Did 
Sue and Dan accomplish their goal of getting involved with their new community? Boy, did they 
ever!”

Sue was recognized for her volunteer efforts with both the Stampede President’s Award and the 
Justin Standard of the West Award Writer’s Note: See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna 
Morgan for details on the prestigious Justin award
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Without volunteers, there would be no Elizabeth Stampede. Volunteers organized the first Chamber 
of Commerce Rodeos in the early 1950’s and restarted The Rodeo in 1965. Volunteers kept alive the 
Stampede tradition in the 1970’s through the start of the new century. Today, the Elizabeth 
Stampede has close to 200 volunteers who serve The Rodeo with the same dedication and hard 
work as those early volunteers helping put the Stampede at the top of the Rodeo World with three 
PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year awards. It is impossible to recognize all of our volunteers on these 
pages, but we hope that by featuring the reflections of a handful of today’s volunteers we do 
justice to everyone in our past and present Volunteer Family.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

“I started on the Sponsorship committee in 2004, I think – Time flies when you’re having fun. Bob 
Lewis, the Sponsorship Chair at the time, convinced me that it would be a great way to get involved 
in the community…and boy, was he right. Since then, I have helped get sponsors involved, hang 
banners, edit the Program, written articles for the program…and probably best of all…got my 
husband involved as the Chaplain among other things. The relationships that I’ve developed over 
the years are priceless, and my kids and I ride in the Parade as well as compete in the Community 
Rodeo. You know, I can remember trying out for Royalty when I was a teenager. Didn’t make it, but 
the tryouts were a blast…now my girls are coming of age to try out. Things really do go full circle.”

CINDY ROSE 2009, Former Sponsorship Committee Chair

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

“The invitation to volunteer with the Elizabeth Stampede is an open one. There are multiple 
opportunities for people to donate their time, whether it’s on Rodeo weekend, or throughout the 
year. We don’t just work The Rodeo once a year. We affectionately call ourselves a family. We work 
and enjoy life in Elbert County together all year long. We have barn dances, we ride horses and 
meet for dinners. We take care of each other when we need to be there for one another – for 
anything, and some of the best people in the area I have met have been part of the Stampede.”

KAREN McGRATH 2009, Advertising & Sponsorship Committees & 25th Anniversary Comm. Chair

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

“I started as a Volunteer in the 1990s. My first year was the year it rained solid from Thursday 
night’s Slack, all the way through Sunday afternoon’s Rodeo performance. I remember one of the 
nights the only person in the east stands was a little old lady with an umbrella. That was the year 
that our announcer was laid out in the announcer’s booth by lightning. And it got a few others too. 
It’s a wonder no one was really hurt. And I still come back for more. I’ve worked in the Arena with 
the Timed Events all these years – the Roping and Steer Wrestling. I got lucky. A friend got me in
when he introduced me to Bill Snead. I’ll do it until I can’t anymore. I just flat enjoy The Rodeo. I like 
being around Rodeo and working with the other volunteers. There are a lot of good friends here.”

DENNIS JAY 2009, Rodeo Committee Timed-Events Lead

Volunteer Dedication Page 98



THE FUTURE IS IN OUR HANDS
“The main focus of which we can’t lose sight today is the 
enthusiasm of people years ago, who were so sold on The 
Rodeo that they had to be involved. When I say, ‘The Rodeo’, 
everyone knows what is being talked about because so many 
people from the community have been a part of it. Long after 
they’re gone, their spirit of devotion remains.”

TOM STOCKTON 2008

Tom Stockton grew up on a small cattle ranch in Tennessee and worked for more than thirty-four 
(34) years in education and business in Missouri and Colorado. He started as a volunteer with the 
Elizabeth Stampede during the early PRCA Rodeo years and served as a Director, starting in 1999. 
He was Rodeo General Chairman 2001 - 2006 and doubled as Elizabeth Rodeo Association 
President 2002 - 2006. Tom was honored as The Rodeo’s Outstanding Volunteer in 1997 with the 
Justin Standard of the West Award. (See the chapter featuring Don and Leanna Morgan for details 
on this prestigious award).

“I got involved with The Rodeo because we had just moved to Elbert County and The Rodeo was a 
good way to get to know people. In those days, The Rodeo was just getting started as a PRCA –
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association – event. Everyone worked on everything. Just a handful 
of volunteers who believed in The Rodeo. Anything that had to be done, we did it.”

“We didn’t have much to work with. For instance, we were going around before The Rodeo, 
borrowing tractors, panels and water tanks from people who lived in the area. In those early years, 
we went to local businesses and just asked for their help. We didn’t have much to offer them back 
then – just a dream, nothing like The Rodeo offers today, which is visibility and exposure for the 
sponsors. We asked for their help and the people in the community opened their hearts and their 
wallets.”

“There are tons of people who, over the years, showed up and said, ‘Where do you need me?’ They 
just HAD to be a part of ‘The Rodeo’. When I say, ‘The Rodeo’, everyone knows what is being talked 
about because so many people from the community have been a part of it. Long after they’re gone, 
their spirit of devotion remains.”

“The main focus of which we can’t lose sight today is the enthusiasm of people years ago, who 
were so sold on The Rodeo that they had to be involved. No one wanted to take personal credit. 
You couldn’t tell the officers from the other volunteers and sponsors – all were working for the 
good of The Rodeo. When we started out, no one was just riding in the wagon – everyone was 
pulling it. We can’t forget that.”
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AND NOW, THE REST OF THE STORY!

It was Dale and Julie Atkinson’s truck that was 
rammed by Roger Evans’ wild cow. So here’s 
the “real” story about that legendary cow.

“We’ve been involved in Team Roping for 
years. We ran local competitions and owned 
the Rope the Rockies tour. We used to supply 
the steers for the Team Roping at the 
Stampede and we Roped there too.” Writer’s 
Note: Dale is the 1993 Stampede Calf Roping 
Champion.

“It was around 1993. We were sitting in our 
truck with the doors open. We didn’t know it at 
the time but a cow from the Wild Cow Milking 
had jumped the Arena fence, went over the 
fence around the ball field and was heading 
our way. We saw one of the Pickup Men ride 
by and wondered what was going on. Then 
Ron Evans came up on a horse and told us a 
wild cow was coming our way and to close 
our doors if we didn’t want her to get in the 
truck with us.”

“That was right before the cow rammed our 
truck. We were parked on the road that runs 
along the north side of the ball field. The cow 
crossed the ball field, jumped over the ball 
field fence and hit the truck in the side of the 
bed, right behind the rear wheels. The truck 
was brand new. We had just bought it. There 
was $3,500 or $4,000 damage and The Rodeo 
paid our deductible.”

“It’s something we still laugh about today. To 
be a part of this history, even if it cost us a 
new truck, is really something. Thanks.”

DALE AND JULIE ATKINSON 2009

Dale and Julie Atkinson

Ad in the 2001 Program

Dale and Julie Atkinson 2008
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“If I could blue print or clone the Elizabeth Rodeo 
Committee and take it to other Rodeos, we’d have a lot 
better deal. They work diligently. When they slam the 

gate on the last bull for this year, they’re already 
working on next year. And it really shows.”

LES OHLHAUSER 2008
Rodeo Announcer

Les Ohlhauser started as the Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Announcer the last few years it was a 
local Amateur Rodeo and has been the Voice of The Rodeo every year since it became a Pro Rodeo 
in 1988.

“I’m an Auctioneer and a Rodeo Announcer. Right now I’m covering 22 states and 3 Canadian 
provinces. I’m a North Dakota boy. I basically got started as a competitor in High School Rodeos. I 
went into the Army right after high school in 1972. Put 4 years in, went to college on an ROTC 
scholarship and went back in as an officer. While at North Dakota State University, I played football, 
boxed and Rodeoed.”

“A neighbor, Rodney Grinz, got me involved in Bull Riding. Strasburg, North Dakota was my 
hometown Rodeo. I got on a bull named Gentle Ben. I thought at the time I got only one jump on 
him but Rodney said later I went 6 seconds before I got ripped out the back. He said, ‘You were 
kind of sticky and everyone wondered who the heck you were.’ I filled my permit by riding Top 
Hand, a bull that threw 8-time World Champion Bull Rider Donnie Gay.” Writer’s Note: Rodeo 
Rookies need to earn a minimum amount of money to get their permanent Pro Card, which is called 
“Filling Your Permit”.

Les got started as a Rodeo Announcer by accident. “I was at the Rodeo in Belle Fouche, South 
Dakota and Jim Sutton had the stock. We were all out to dinner one night and Jim comes back to 
the table and says, ‘You’re an Auctioneer. Starting tomorrow, you’re a Rodeo Announcer.’ I said, 
‘What are you talking about?’ and he said, ‘I just got a phone call and my buddy that was supposed 
to announce got in a car accident.’ I said, ‘I have no idea how to announce.’ and he said, “You’re in 
the Bulls and Broncs and Steer Wrestling. You know the events. You know the Cowboys and the 
stock.’ He had three more Rodeos right after that and I did those too.”

“I started to travel some to Pro Rodeos doing announcing there as a standby. Bob West who used 
to crack out the stock at the Elizabeth Stampede said, ‘You’re going to be a (fulltime) announcer 
but need to get your (PRCA) card.’ Pro Rodeo Hall of Famers Hadley Barrett, Clem McSpadden and 
Bennie Butler, along with Jim Sutton all signed off for me.  When I took the application to the PRCA 
offices, they said I had some pretty heavy hitters.”

“There are a lot of small (market) Rodeos and that’s where I like to work. I have three Rodeos that I 
have over 20 years with and Elizabeth is one of them. I had been doing Elizabeth when it was an 
Amateur Rodeo with Bob West, then when Elizabeth became a PRCA Rodeo with Pete and Hal 
Burns.”
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“Over the years, Elizabeth has developed into one of the best Rodeos in the business. Elizabeth is 
like the movies, PGT, Pretty Good Time. It’s one of the best family values you can have. The 
committee has grown. The volunteers, there are a lot of tremendous people to make it so 
successful. The people on the committee are real good friends.”

“We’ve seen a lot of changes, and changes are made possible by great people. The committee has 
a lot of great people. If I could blue print or clone the Elizabeth Rodeo Committee and take it to 
other Rodeos, we’d have a lot better deal. They work diligently. When they slam the gate on the last 
bull for this year, they’re already working on next year. And it really shows.”

“The Rodeo, it’s a part of me and I guess I’m a part of it. I went to a store in Elizabeth. I wasn’t 
wearing my Cowboy Hat, just in there to buy something. When I was paying for it and chatting with 
the girl behind the counter, she said, ‘You’re the Rodeo Announcer.’ I asked how she knew and she 
said, ‘That voice. We know that voice.’ ”

Like every true Cowboy, Les has some memorable stories to tell. “One year, Pete Burns had a bull, 
#100, and a big cat, I mean lightning fast. Tom Stockton (Rodeo General Chairman and President 
2001- 2006) always wanted to pull the gate and he had on a down vest. He cracked the gate and the 
bull blew out and sent Tom flying. The bull hit the gate and the gate hit Tom. Bill Snead was 
working the gate with Tommy. Snead has some ‘getaway’ in him and he took off. He didn’t realize 
Tom was down until he looked back. Tom is on the ground and the bull ripped that vest with his 
horns. The feathers just flew. There were feathers everywhere and the bull stopped bucking to look 
at Tom. The rider is still on the bull and the bull is just standing there. They’re both looking down at 
Tommy on the ground with all these feathers flying. Neither the bull or rider knew what was going 
on. The bull didn’t have a name so we named him Tommy Knocker and it stuck.”

Writer’s Note: Nobody tells a story better than a Rodeo Announcer, but some Cowboys think they 
can. Bill “Getaway” Snead tries to top Les’ story in the chapter featuring Bill and wife Linda Mai-
Snead. What’s most interesting is that there is actually more to this story from the victim himself, 
Tom Stockton. Tom and I chatted at the 2008 Mountain States Circuit Finals. He said the bull 
actually rolled him with his horn, tearing his vest, and then stomped on his left shoulder leaving a 
big bruise. Like a real Cowboy, Tom dismissed the seriousness of the encounter and said the worst 
thing was that the bull messed up his hat. Along with a big bruise on his shoulder, he had other 
cuts and bruises from the encounter. He went to the doctor a few days later for his annual physical. 
When the Doctor saw all the damage to Tom’s body he asked him, “What happened? Did you get 
run over by a cow or something?” and Tom said, “That’s close. It was a bull.”

The story about Tommy Knocker is not the end of Les’ stories. “When I was announcing The Rodeo 
in the days before they went PRCA, Stock Contractor Bob West gave me a big Bay Horse to ride 
while I was announcing and I took him out in the Arena to warm him up. Bob’s son Scott was in the 
Arena with me. The horse was just acting stupid and I told Bob that I needed a horse that would just 
stand there. It’s not my riding ability – I rode Broncs and Bulls – but I’ve got a microphone and clip 
board and I’m trying to talk about what’s going on with the stock and the Cowboys. So, Bob 
decided to get on him. Scott warned him about the horse and Bob said, ‘What does Les know? He’s 
a Bull Rider.’ The horse did a 360 and Bob was out of there. The horse turned out to be pretty good 
bucking stock for Bob.”
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One of Les’ best Elizabeth Stampede stories is very “en-lightning”. “The weather, it never fails. I 
used to announce on horseback in the Arena. One year we had a lightning storm. Lightning hit 
close to Pickup Man, “Pinky” Walter who was on his horse, leaning against the fence. The fence got 
hot and it knocked him right off his horse. We were kind of, ‘Holy Cow!’ So we took a Pause for the 
Cause. I had a wireless mike on the horse and I’m not liking this at all, so I moved off the horse 
upstairs in the announcer’s booth and told the spectators to seek shelter.”

“10 minutes later we went ahead with The Rodeo. No more lightning, we thought. I’m using a 
microphone that’s on a landline. They had a power line that went down the East side of the 
announcer’s stand inside. The American flag was on a pole on top of the announcer’s stand.  Well, 
lightning cracked and hit the flagpole. It came down the flagpole and up through that landline and 
flames blew out of the mike. It melted the fillings in my teeth, burned my mustache and I had blood 
coming out of my nose and ears. It completely knocked me out.”

“I hit the floor. No one down in the Arena could see up there and I guess Rodeo Judge Ron Howard 
said, ‘Call The Rodeo. Where’s Les?’ The gal working the sound system up there said, ‘He’s laying 
here on the floor’. All I remember is it was like a sonic boom. I mean I was horizontal in a hurry. Bill 
Snead hung the nickname ‘Lightning’ on me and some people still call me that today.” Writer’s 
Note: Stampede Stock Contractor Hal Burns calls him “Sparky”.

“My horseback riding at Rodeos came to a real quick end that day. And when there’s a storm down 
there now, I’m shaking like a coyote passing a cockle burr.”

Les remembers another great livestock story. “One year we had three cows from the Wild Cow 
Milking that didn’t want to get out of the Arena. Everyone’s trying to herd them out but it wasn’t 
working. The speakers were by the Out Gate back then. They finally got the cows cornered by the 
Out Gate and the speakers were right there so I turned on the mike and went, ‘Boo!’ The cows 
turned around and almost ran over Roger Evans as they ran through the Out Gate. If looks could 
kill, but they were Roger’s cows. We laugh about it now.”

“Another year we had a bull go up and over the chute gate into the Arena. We had a Drill Team out 
there and the bull in the middle of the Arena. All the parents are worried so over the mike I calmly 
told the kids, ‘Stay on your horses. Don’t panic. Don’t run. Don’t try to get out. If that bull comes 
around, you just stay in front of him.’ They stayed calm and we roped the bull and everything was 
fine. People are at The Rodeo to have fun but there are times like that when you have to take 
action.”

“When the bull jumped the main gate in 2007 and took off with the Pickup Men after him was 
another story. You can’t have a Rodeo without the Pickup Men so I said, ‘Go get Mud Flap.’ Mud 
Flap was from KYGO (part of the radio station’s morning talent team and a professional comedian)
and playing with the band that night for the dance. He and I did 45 minutes of standup, trading 
jokes, to entertain the crowd until we got that bull and the Pickup Men back. Mud Flap said, ‘I didn’t 
know I would be doing comedy tonight.’ and I said, ‘Welcome to the World of Rodeo.’ ” Writer’s 
Note: Cowboy stories never get old so please see the chapters featuring Guy Williams and Hal 
Burns for more on the rampaging bull.
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“One of my best memories was about 5 years ago. We had all the top hands and top stock, World 
Champs and NFR (National Finals Rodeo) stock. We threw top Bareback Bronc Champs off, we had 
‘em upside down. We get to the Saddle Bronc Riding and we’re tossing them off on their noggins. 
We get to the Bull Riding and the stock was just firing. I told everyone, ‘Just hang on because 
we’ve got something going here. They’ve come to buck.’ ”

“I’ll never forget. There was this one Cowboy from New Mexico or Arizona. He came up to me to ask 
about the bull he drew. He’d been to a few barbecues but you look at his chaps, and vest, and gear 
bag, and you could tell he was pretty new. He drew real deep, a bull that few had ridden. I said, 
‘Stay with him. Just get around that corner and go jump for jump with him.’ Cardholders are instinct 
riders. If you have to think about the ride, you’re too late. Then he went and talked to the stock 
contractor, and other riders, and the bull fighters, and packed his stuff and left.”

Les says that the way the contestants are treated is very important to the success of the Elizabeth 
Stampede. “That’s one of the things that gets Elizabeth noted as The Top Rodeo so much (voted 
Best PRCA Small and Medium Rodeo in the Mountain States Rodeo Circuit 10 times and National 
PRCA Small Rodeo of the Year three times). The Cowboys get treated better than anywhere else 
and they know it. These guys travel all night to get there. There’s another Rodeo in Kansas and one 
in Silver City, New Mexico at the same time as the Elizabeth Stampede. They’re dog-tired and they 
go in the Hospitality Tent and get some real good groceries. That committee welcomes them and 
makes them want to come back and put Elizabeth at the top of their list.”

Writer’s Note: As I sat with Les while he proofed this chapter at the 2008 Mountain States Circuit 
Finals where he worked with Rodeo Hall of Fame Announcer Hadley Barrett, Les kept laughing as 
he read. I said, “Les, you’re laughing at your own stories.” and he said, “Yeah. They were funny 
when they happened and they’re still funny.”

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Writers Note:  Being a BIG rodeo fan, after our Rodeo is over, I go to 
as many rodeos and rodeo related functions as I can including the 
annual ProRodeo Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in mid-July in 
Colorado Springs. It was at the 2013 Ceremony that I recognized 
Robby Vaccaro a top Bareback Rider from the 1990s in the 
audience. I remember watching him compete in the weekly 
Mesquite, Texas TV rodeo series on the old TNN cable network. I 
had to talk to him and discovered that he had ridden at the Elizabeth 
Stampede several times during the 1990s. Robby pinpointed the 
year and Rodeo performance for the legendary rain and lightning 
storm when Les got the names “Lightning and “Sparky”. “It was the 
last (Sunday) rodeo performance in 1995 and there was a terrible
rain and lightning storm. They had to stop The Rodeo four times.
But they had to keep going because they couldn’t bring us back at 
another performance. The arena ground was okay but the water 
behind the chutes was up to our ankles and I remember seeing my 
glove float away in a rushing stream of muddy water. The lightning 
struck along the rails of the bucking chutes. It was really something. 
And the lightning struck the crows nest too.”

Bareback Rider Robby Vaccaro



Pete Burns and son Hal have been the Stampede’s Stock Contractor since the Elizabeth Stampede’s 
early PRCA years. “Pete, my Dad, was the key to our success with Elizabeth. Bob West was the 
Elizabeth Stock Contractor when it was an Amateur Rodeo and for a few years after it was a PRCA 
Rodeo. Bob West got them started as a PRCA Rodeo. He pushed hard to get us in when he sold his 
business. He absolutely wanted us to follow in his footsteps.”

“Elizabeth is important to us. We made a lot of good friends. That town seems to have a volunteer 
spirit like no place else. It’s such a tight-knit group to put on that Rodeo. Just to be a part of 
something like that is fun.” In a June 6, 2010 interview with The Fence Post newspaper Hal added, 
“The committee goes out of its way to take care of the contestants. That’s why we have world 
champions and NFR cowboys here. There’s just a lot of good people we work with here. We try to 
give them a professional product and they run a professional rodeo and it works out good for both of 
us.”

“We raise all the bulls and horses. In 1986 I think, out of the Sale Barn in Fort Collins, I bought a 
bunch of F-1 Heifers. The F-1 is half Brahma and half Hereford. We started out with that set of cows 
and we had (bulls) Mr. T and Phantom. We had some real bucking bulls. It snowballed into what it is 
today. Mr. T went to the Finals (NFR) five times and was never ridden. He threw off World Champions 
from Donnie Gay to Ted Nuce. When we retired him, we just couldn’t imagine standing him out in (the 
harsh weather of) Laramie, Wyoming, so we sent him down to John Growney in Red Bluff, California. 
He died on the Growney Ranch and is buried down by the river where he died.”

“We like to throw the kids (the Bull Riders) off but we like to see the kids make a good ride. And that’s 
the kind of bulls we bring to Elizabeth – good bulls with lots of buck in them that you can ride to a 
good score. It’s a little different with the Friday Bull Riding Rodeo. We have four other Stock 
Contractors but they’re all guys I know and I know their stock. We throw off kids but we have some 
really good rides.”

Hal talks about when The Rodeo went with the PBR and later with the PRCA Xtreme Bulls for the 
Friday night Bull Riding. “We went there to be sure that we had the quality of kids that matches the 
quality of The Rodeo. This generation of Rodeo Cowboys is more focused on the athletics. They’re in 
the weight room and out running and jogging. Not that they don’t have a good time, but it’s a little 
different.” Writer’s Note: The Stampede put on its first Friday PBR Bull Riding Rodeo in 2008 and first 
PRCA Xtreme Bulls in 2012.

Hal Burns – Stock Contractor

“That town seems to have a volunteer spirit like no place 
else. It’s such a tight-knit group to put on that Rodeo. Just 

to be a part of something like that is fun. The committee 
goes out of its way to take care of the contestants. That’s 
why we have world champions and NFR cowboys here. 
There’s just a lot of good people we work with here. “

2008, HAL BURNS – Rodeo Stock Contractor
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“I’m an absolute believer that the bulls and horses are heads and tails over what they were 20, 25 
years ago. And there are more good riders. I don’t believe there is a better class of kids in any 
sport. They’re the best kids in America. I’ll do anything for them.”

Hal feels that the Stampede Arena ground is the best in the business. “There was a year when it 
rained like you couldn’t believe and we still went out and ran Barrels and finished the Bull Riding. 
There wasn’t even a puddle in the Arena. The Arena was really good but loading the horses and 
bulls at the end of The Rodeo, my horse’s belly was dragging through the puddles when we were 
loading the trucks. Paul Hossack really paid attention to that ground. He had it crowned so good 
that the water just ran off.” Writer’s Note: Paul was a longtime Stampede volunteer and Director 
who tragically died right before the 1998 Rodeo, which was dedicated to him.

Of course, Hal was there when his bull jumped out of the Arena in 2007. “He cleared the gate and 
went over to the pens where the other bulls were. He wanted to get in the pen with the other bulls. 
I’ll never know why, but someone chased him out of there and he took off cross-country. He’s 
going across 20-30 acre sections and through fences with the Pickup Men chasing him. Out in the 
timber there were a bunch of kids in a camp. The Pickup Men yelled, ‘Watch out.’ and the kids 
jumped in their trucks.”

“They get down there to some people outside their home. They probably had a cocktail or two and 
they said, ‘We’ll get our Camels and help.’ Camels! It makes a good story. It turned out to be a 
pretty good marketing ploy. People in Elizabeth were talking about that bull all weekend.” Writer’s 
Note: How many times is that now that we have heard this story? Each time, the storytellers add 
their own spin, so see the chapters featuring Guy Williams and Les Ohlhauser for two other ways 
this story is told.

Without the Pickup Men, The Rodeo had to stop for quite a while – Les Ohlhauser and Guy Williams 
say it was 45 minutes, but Hal says it was more like twice that long. According to Hal, the delay 
didn’t bother the true-blue Stampede fans. “Most crowds you shut down that long and they leave. 
Not the Elizabeth crowd. I bet we didn’t lose even 5% of that crowd.”

There were actually two bulls that jumped out of the Arena that night in 2007. “That little bull that 
bucked off Jarrod Ford today (at the 2008 Mountain States Circuit Finals) went over the fence into 
the calf and steer pens. That bull went to the NFR that year.”

Writer’s Note: When I called Hal’s wife Barbara to ask her to let Hal know I wanted to talk with him at 
the Mountain States Circuit Finals for this history and to take his picture, she said, “I’ll try to make 
sure he has his good hat.” But, when it came time to take the picture on the previous page, Hal had 
on his working hat. Hal said, “My good hat is back at home ready to got to the NFR.” The NFR 
annually selects some of the Burns Rodeo Company’s top bulls and horses for the world’s top 
Cowboys to ride.
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Rodeo Royalty – The Beginning

1966 Elizabeth Stampede Program
THE IMPORTANCE OF 

RODEO ROYALTY

Today, the Rodeo Queen 
and Attendant are the 
faces of the Elizabeth 
Stampede. They represent 
The Rodeo at the 
Stampede itself and at 
other rodeos and special 
events throughout the 
community, surrounding 
communities, and 
throughout Colorado and 
Wyoming.

The Rodeo Queen and 
Attendant enjoy the 
benefits of the travel, the 
glamour and the 
excitement that are a part 
of Professional Rodeo. 
They meet and befriend 
Rodeo stars, officials, 
fans, sponsors, and 
Royalty from other 
Rodeos. 

After the hiatus that 
followed the first four 
Chamber of Commerce 
Rodeos in the early 1950’s, 
The Stampede started up 
again in 1965 when it was 
christened the “Elizabeth 
Stampede” and started the 
Rodeo Royalty program. 
The Rodeo Royalty for the 
1965 and 1966 were 
featured in the Stampede’s 
1966 Program

1966 Program courtesy of Brad and 
Glenda Jones.
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“Going back to the 1950’s and 1960’s, the reason this 

Rodeo works so well is because of where it is. It’s 

gorgeous out here. The trees, the setting, the hospitality. 

The Cowboys loved coming here, and still do today. ”

DEBBIE HUNDLEY JACKSON 2010
The First Elizabeth Stampede Queen - 1965

Writers Note: One of the great things about writing the History of the Elizabeth Stampede is that I 
never stop learning about The Rodeo. In our research for the first edition of this history in 2009, we 
found newspaper stories from the 1970’s referring to The Rodeo as the “Elizabeth Stampede” but 
we could find nothing that gave us an exact date when The Rodeo was christened with that name. 
So I said in the history’s first edition “The first records of The Rodeo being called the Elizabeth 
Stampede were 1970’s newspaper stories.”

Debbie Hundley Jackson read that reference and called to say “I was the Rodeo Queen in 1965. I 
still have my Queen’s Sash and it reads, ‘Elizabeth Stampede’ on the Sash.” My response was, 
“Please tell me more.” And a meeting with Debbie and her brother Michael yielded a wealth of 
information about both the early 1960’s Rodeos and the first July 4th weekend Rodeos in the 1950’s.

Debbie Hundley Jackson

Early Rodeo Organizer
H.S. Hundley

“My father, H.S. Hundley was involved with The Rodeo for years,”
says Debbie. “I was pretty young but I remember him working the 
admission gates in the 1950’s, he and his crew. I remember that he 
and all the guys who ran The Rodeo wore red felt vests and looked 
very official.”

“ Our Father ran the Elizabeth Locker Plant and we still own it 
today. He was a member of the Chamber of Commerce and 
involved in the community, so it was natural that he would be 
involved with The Rodeo.”

“Dad was honored as the 1991 “’Old Timer” for all his years with 
The Rodeo. I guess you call them Pioneers now and he was a real 
Rodeo Pioneer. He helped start the July 4th Rodeos and restart the 
Stampede again in 1965.”
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“We remember going up there on the 4th of July weekend to watch them play Ball and The Rodeo,”
says Debbie’s brother Michael. “Some of the men from The Rodeo also played Ball. They actually 
held The Rodeo on the same ground as the Ball Field and they just used a Snow Fence around the 
perimeter. They didn’t have Bulls and Broncs at those 1950’s Rodeos. They were more like a Ranch 
Rodeo with Roping and Barrel Racing and other events.”

“Later when I was in High School, the Ball Players worked with the Cowboys to get The Rodeo 
restarted (in 1965). They asked us Ball Players if we would help with building the first Arena and we 
said, ‘Sure. We’ll help.’ A bunch of us went with Bob Flemming and Earl Zimmerman down to the 
Littleton Stock Yards and brought them back to build the first Arena. We put up the wood fences 
and pens pretty much where the Rodeo Arena is today.”

“Debbie eventually became the Rodeo Queen,” relates 
Michael. “It seems that she was the first Queen.”

“I remember that Linda Shepherd and Beth McCoy were 
1965 Attendants.” remembered Debbie. “Rosemarie 
Zimmerman, Charlotte Hart Winklepleck and Lucy Newton 
followed us the next year.”

“I did not have a horse but LeRoy Evans gave me a horse. 
LeRoy and his boys Ron and Roger where always at The 
Rodeo. You can’t be a Rodeo Queen without a horse and 
LeRoy’s horse was a good one.”

“I still have the Queen’s Sash and the trophy they gave 
me. My kids call it my ‘Annie Oakley’ trophy because the 
figurine on the top looks like Annie Oakley instead of a 
Rodeo Queen. They still kid me about that today.”

“Going back to the 1950’s and 1960’s, the reason this 
Rodeo works so well is because of where it is,” says 
Michael. “It’s gorgeous out here,” adds Debbie. “The 
trees, the setting, the hospitality. The Cowboys loved 
coming here, and still do today.”

Rodeo Royalty – The Beginning

1991 
Stampede 

Pioneer
VIP Badge 

for
H.S. 

Hundley
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“My being Rodeo Royalty in 1966 was just the 
start of our family’s involvement with the 

Stampede. We are still involved today. 
Elizabeth means a lot to all of us.”

CHARLOTTE HART WINKLEPLECK 2009
1966 Elizabeth Stampede Royalty

Today, the young women who serve as Rodeo Royalty are the Good Will Ambassadors for their 
communities and the Rodeos they represent. They travel extensively throughout their Regional 
Rodeo Circuits promoting their hometown Rodeos and are active in local special events. But it 
didn’t start out that way. 

The Rodeo organizers began choosing Rodeo Royalty when the Stampede was restarted in 1965. 
Charlotte Hart Winklepleck was one of three young women who served as the Elizabeth 
Stampede’s Royalty in 1966. “We didn’t do all the things the Royalty does today, I wish we did. We 
rode at The Rodeo on that weekend but did not travel to other Rodeos and events throughout the 
year like they do today.”

“My two sisters and I were ranch girls working in the saddle from sunup to sunset. It was my High 
School sophomore summer and I got the idea that I wanted to tryout for the Elizabeth Stampede 
Royalty. My Dad wasn’t sure about it but said, ‘Well, jump your horse in the trailer and let’s go.’ ”

“There were a number of us girls competing for the Royalty in 1966 and three of us were chosen. 
It was all judged on horsemanship, no interviews and the other things girls are judged on today. 
We met the Governor at a reception in the Pavilion. That was quite a thrill for three young country 
girls.”

“Our ranch was 20 miles east of Kiowa, so we had almost 30 miles to go to get to Elizabeth on the 
day of The Rodeo. Near the hilltop in Kiowa, we had a flat tire. I was 16 and just having a fit 
because I was worried about being on time. My Dad unloaded my horse and said, ‘Just go ride 
your horse to The Rodeo. You’ll be on time.’ So I rode right alongside the highway all the way to 
The Rodeo. I was a young girl and embarrassed to death but I was all warmed up and ready to 
go.”

“My being Rodeo Royalty in 1966 was just the start of our family’s involvement with the 
Stampede. We are still involved today. Elizabeth means a lot to all of us. I’ve been asked to be a 
Royalty judge in past years. Both my husband Ross and son JW rode Bareback Broncs at 
Elizabeth. And we supplied bulls for the Friday Bull Riding Rodeo.” Writer’s Note: JW has also 
served as the Stampede Rodeo Clown and Barrelman (A Barrelman, usually sitting in a large 
padded barrel, helps the Rodeo Bullfighters distract a bull, when the rider is thrown or jumps off 
the bull.

Rodeo Royalty – The Beginning

Charlotte and Ross Winklepleck
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“I enjoyed meeting and getting to know Royalty 
from the other Rodeos and states, and getting to 
work with the girls who wanted to try out for our 

Royalty. To teach them the things they had to know 
and to watch them blossom, that was fun.

TALYNN KNOWLES ALLEN 2009
1991-1992 Elizabeth Stampede Queen

and Stampede Royalty Committee Chair for 10 Yrs.

Rodeo Royalty – The PRCA Era

Talynn Knowles Allen

Serving as Stampede Royalty just came naturally for Talynn Knowles Allen.  “Ever since I was little, 
I wanted to be involved in Rodeo. My Dad Rodeoed and I wanted to be a Barrel Racer, so it 
evolved.”

“I went to school with a bunch of the girls (whose parents were involved with the Stampede). So 
when they decided that Rodeo Royalty was going to start back up in 1988, that was a great 
opportunity for me. I got to talk with some of the first Royalty and went ahead and tried out for 
Queen. I ended up as Attendant 1990-1991 and Queen 1991-1992.”

“Then I worked with Tammy Stockton for one year (1992-1993) on the Royalty Committee and with 
Tammy’s help, pretty much took that over. I also worked on the Grand Entry. That was 1993 
through 2002. My husband Ty and I have been supplying the hay and help feed the livestock with 
Hal Burns.”

“Tammy guided everybody when I tried out for Queen. We were judged on appearance, personality, 
horsemanship and speech, and I continued that way when I coordinated Royalty. I incorporated all 
the Royalty contestants during the Grand Entry and that was part of the judging. The Royalty was 
announced at the end of The Rodeo. The contestants were judged throughout the weekend.”

“I enjoyed meeting and getting to know Royalty from the other Rodeos and states, and getting to 
work with the girls who wanted to try out for our Royalty. To teach them the things they had to 
know and to watch them blossom, that was fun. I have to thank Tammy, Bill Snead, Tom Stockton, 
Don and Leanna Morgan, and Chuck Nichols for helping me. There are always going to be rough 
spots when you’re coordinating and I couldn’t have done it without them.”
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“Today people start talking about 
The Rodeo weeks ahead of time. It has 

become the Talk of the Town.”

SARAH SCHNELL KLAUSEN 2009
1993-1994 Stampede Queen

“The Elizabeth Stampede is family. 
There’s a great sense of a Small Town 

Family Rodeo.”

MARIA SCHNELL 2009
2003-2004 Stampede Queen

For sisters Sarah and Maria Schnell, serving as Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Royalty is a family 
tradition. Dan and Priscilla Schnell are longtime Stampede Volunteers with Dan working on The 
PRCA/Rodeo Committee and Priscilla working with the Stampede Queens and Attendants. Most 
importantly, they are the proud parents of TWO Stampede Queens – Sarah in 1993-1994 and Maria in 
2003-2004.

SARAH SCHNELL says that being a Stampede Queen was just part of the way she grew up. “I liked 
horses, lived on a ranch, and was involved in 4-H. We were always at The Rodeo so when the 
opportunity to compete for the Queen came up, I just went for it.”

“I was sort of a Tom-Boy. Wearing all those frilly clothes wasn’t my thing. What I really liked was riding 
horses. I remember the Friday night of The Rodeo, it was pouring rain and I was in the Arena helping 
run the calves back into the pens during the Calf Roping like you see Queens do at Rodeos. The horse 
I was on was kind of skittish and was raring up on me a lot. One of the Cowboys who was working in 
the Arena yelled at me to get my horse out of the Arena, but I kept doing my job. When the Calf Roping 
was over, I went up to the stands and sat with my Mom. She said, ‘You should have heard all the 
people talking about how well you handled that horse. They said that it was good to see that a Queen 
could ride so well.’ Of course the next day I was on a different horse, warming him up in the Arena 
before the start of The Rodeo and got bucked off.”

Sarah thinks that there may be another Queen in the Schnell family. “When my daughter Alexa was 5 
or 6, she took my Dad out in the Arena before The Rodeo and told him to take his hat off and hold it 
over his heart while she pretended to sing the National Anthem. Grandpa said, ‘You’re going to be a 
Rodeo Queen too.’ It was so cute and I think she will probably follow me and Maria.”

Rodeo Royalty – Schnell Family

Sarah Schnell Maria Schnell
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According to Sarah, the Stampede is something the entire community looks forward to each year. 
“The Rodeo has grown so much from when I was Queen. Today you hear a lot of people starting 
to talk about The Rodeo and how much they are looking forward to going to The Rodeo weeks 
ahead of time. It has become the Talk of the Town.”

MARIA SCHNELL followed in sister Sarah’s footsteps when she became 2003-2004 Elizabeth 
Stampede Queen. “ My Dad always worked at The Rodeo and I have been around it since I could 
stand. I was a little kid when Sarah was Queen and I always thought how neat it would be to try 
out for that.”

“I was in other pageants – Miss Teen Colorado and Junior Miss pageants. But when I had a 
chance to try out for Elizabeth Stampede Queen in 2003, I knew it was something I really wanted 
to do and I was lucky enough to get it on my first try.”

“We were judged on three things – appearance, personality and horsemanship. In the other 
pageants, singing was my talent. For Rodeo Queens, horsemanship is your talent. The 
horsemanship consists of an interview on our knowledge of horses and our riding ability in doing 
a reining pattern, a Queen’s (Grand Entry) Run, and a Flag Run (carrying American, Colorado or 
sponsor flags around the arena). With appearance, you are judged on your hair, makeup and 
fashion. And personality is judged in interviews and throughout the competition.”

Both Maria and Sarah are still very much involved with Rodeo and the Western Lifestyle. Sarah 
works with the Elbert County 4-H and volunteers at the National Western Stock Show and Rodeo, 
the Nation’s first big Rodeo of the year. And Maria works every year at the Elizabeth Stampede, 
most recently working in the announcer’s stand helping keep track of scores and results. Maria 
also helps coordinate the introduction of Royalty from other Rodeos; the showing of the 
American, Colorado, Rodeo Sponsor, and Event Sponsor flags; and other arena activities that 
contribute to the pageantry of one of the country’s top Small (Market) Rodeos.

“The whole thing about the Elizabeth Stampede is that it is family.” says Maria. “It’s a family 
tradition and for more than just my family. There’s a great sense of a Small Town Family Rodeo. 
People can come and have a family weekend. It brings the big name Cowboys and Cowgirls and 
there’s a big payout, but the real meaning of Rodeo is still there.”
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Miss Rodeo Colorado 2014

Rhianna Russell
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VIP Host, and the Stampede Experience exhibit, as well as tirelessly promoting the Elizabeth 
Stampede. She has also interned with the PRCA industry Outreach group in Colorado Springs.

Rhianna was chosen Miss Rodeo Colorado 2014 at a four-day competition held the end of June, 2013 
during the Greeley Independence Stampede Rodeo. “I had tried for Miss Rodeo Colorado before but 
this time it was most fun,” Rhianna said. “We had a great group of judges. They really raised the bar 
and kept you on your toes in testing your knowledge.”

Rhianna bested a field of six talented young women from across Colorado winning the Speech 
competition, Personality award and the highly sought after Horsemanship competition. “We did not 
get to ride our own horses,” Rhianna recalled. “We had to draw a horse, and then ride a set pattern 
and a freestyle pattern on that horse. Right after that we had an interview with questions about the 
sport of rodeo, riding technique and equine health. (Elizabeth Stampede Rodeo Committee Chair) Greg 
Dieker and (Royalty Committee Chair) Angelique Dieker helped me a lot. They put me on a variety of 
horses to get me ready for the riding competition and gave me a lot of helpful information for the 
interview.”

Rhianna was crowned Miss Rodeo Colorado 2014 in January at the National Western Stock Show and 
Rodeo. During 2014, Rhianna will represent the State of Colorado and the Elizabeth Stampede 
promoting rodeo not only in Colorado but also across the nation throughout the year. Prior to being 
crowned Miss Rodeo Colorado she served as Miss Rodeo Colorado 2014 Lady-in-Waiting. “I tried to 
learn as much as I could,” Rhianna said. “Sarah Wiens, Miss Rodeo Colorado 2013 mentored me. I met 
sponsors. And, I went to Las Vegas in December 2013 with the Elizabeth Stampede Committee to the 
PRCA convention and (to learn more about) the Miss Rodeo America competition.”

“I had tried for Miss Rodeo Colorado before but this 
time it was really the most fun. We had a great group of 
judges. They really raised the bar and kept you on your 
toes in testing your knowledge.”

RHIANNA RUSSELL 2013
Elizabeth Stampede Queen 2007-2008

Miss Rodeo Colorado 2014

Rhianna is the daughter of Jim and Kimberly Russell of 
Conifer and is currently attending the University of Colorado 
at Denver with a major in biotechnology. She has served the 
Elizabeth Stampede as an active volunteer assisting with the 
Rodeo and Royalty Committees, Behind the Chutes Tours,Photo Courtesy Rachel Folger Photography



Rodeo Royalty – The PRCA Era

Elizabeth Stampede 
PRCA Rodeo Royalty

YEAR QUEEN ATTENDANT

1988-89      Stacey Payne Michelle VanEperen

1989-90      Michelle VanEperen       Tracy Harper

1990-91     Tracy Harper Talynn Knowles

1991-92     Talynn Knowles Kaci Wheeler

1992-93      Kaci Wheeler Nicky Kriz

1993-94      Sarah Schnell

1994-95      Katie Mulholland Rachel Spencer

1995-96      Sarah Patternitti Jennifer Smith

1996-97      Jennifer Smith Sarah Johnson

1997-98      Sarah Johnson Heather Gabrielli

1998-99      Samantha Burnette        Whitney Eastman

1999-2000   LeeAnn Griffin Michelle Gabrielli
Princess: Shelby Wilson

2000-01      Lacy Trostel Danielle Simpson

2001-02      Danielle Simpson

2002-03       Haley Dake

2003-04      Maria Schnell Leigh Ann Skurupey
Princess: Kathy Compher 

2004-05      Leigh Ann Skurupey Joni Nelson
Princess: Cody McMillan

2005-06      Joni Nelson Kathy Ronci
Princess: Amanda McMillan

2006-07       Kathy Ronci Sara Barnes

2007-08       Rhianna Russell Amber Reister

2008-09      Amanda Jerrold Sara Barnes

2010           Makenzie Molitor Jadi Rogers

2011 Victoria Stark 

2012 Tori Jo Slater Caroline Ginn 

2013 Caroline Ginn Kayla Schwartz

2014 Bailey Volock Madison Russell

This historical record 1988 – 2007 courtesy of Talynn Knowles Allen, 

1991-1992 Rodeo Queen and Royalty Committee Chair 1993-2002, and 

Linda Mai-Snead

Page 116

2008 – 2009 Royalty 
Amanda Jerrold and Sara Barnes

The Rodeo Queen and Attendant are the faces of 
the Elizabeth Stampede. They represent The 
Rodeo at the Stampede itself and at other rodeos 
and special events throughout the community, 
surrounding communities, and throughout 
Colorado and Wyoming. The Queen and 
Attendant are the rodeo’s ambassadors, 
promoting the western way of life, the fun and 
excitement of the rodeo and the community 
involvement of the rodeo’s volunteer 
organization.

The Rodeo Queen and Attendant enjoy the 
benefits of travel, and the glamour and the 
excitement that are a part of Professional Rodeo. 
They meet and befriend Rodeo stars, officials, 
fans, sponsors, and Royalty from other Rodeos.

Contestants are judged on horsemanship, 
speech, interview skills, knowledge of the history 
of the Elizabeth Stampede and fashion. The 
Rodeo holds a Royalty Clinic a month prior to the 
May Royalty Competition to help Royalty 
hopefuls prepare. The Royalty term of office 
starts at the end of the current year’s Rodeo and 
runs through the following year’s Elizabeth 
Stampede.

For Royalty competition entry information and 
more details on the requirements and rules, see 

www.elizabethstampede.com. 
Click on “Royalty”.



“Elizabeth is my hometown Rodeo and it was 
always both fun and nerve-racking.”

KRISTIE PETERSON 2008

Kristie Peterson is a four-time World Barrel Racing 
Champion who grew up in Parker, Colorado and 
Elbert County. She competed for years at the 
Elizabeth Stampede, was honored as The Rodeo 
Parade Grand Marshall in 1993, and was featured on 
the 1998 Stampede Art Poster and Program Cover.

Kristie and husband Chuck moved to Texas in 2002. 
“Texas is a great place for the horse business. We 
have 22 horses and are training 8-10 horses all the 
time for Barrel Racing. But I miss Colorado.”

“I started racing early including Little Britches 
(Youth Rodeos). I got my Pro Card in 1989 and got 
Bozo (the horse she won her world championships 
on) as a two year old from Mike Hatfield in Elbert. I 
knew I had something special. We won the World 
for the first time in 1994 and three more times, 1996 
through 1998. He’s 21 and still going strong today 
(2008).”

Kristie always considered the Elizabeth Stampede 
one of the most important Rodeos on her schedule. 
“Elizabeth is my hometown Rodeo and it was 
always both fun and nerve-racking. I’m normally 
calm and confident when I ride, but not at Elizabeth. 
It was always standing-room-only and there were so 
many people who I knew and who knew me. I put a 
lot of pressure on myself to do well in front of my 
friends and family.”

“I won the Stampede once and placed in the money 
all the other times. Even though it was a lot of 
pressure, I had to be there because it is such a 
good Rodeo.”

Champions – Kristie Peterson

1998 Stampede Poster and Program Cover

1998 NFR Results Summary
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“You thrive off the enthusiasm of the crowd. I like that feeling. You don’t know how much the 
crowd means, to have them behind you. The Committee works hard at putting on that Rodeo. 
You get a good feeling when you go to Elizabeth. It’s got a real Rodeo atmosphere about it. The 
people make it that way.”

“Elizabeth makes the big Rodeos like Cheyenne successful. The stock is good and It’s been a 
good Rodeo. It gives the up-and-comers, like my boy (Royce) and nephews Glenn’s sons Heath 
and Jerrod Ford) when they started, a place to get better. It’s been a real family function that way. 
I’d go to get the money, but my family could always be there. The kids (Royce and daughter 
Courtney) grew up in Rodeo there.”

“I kept coming back to Elizabeth (after I retired from Rodeo). I sold horses and showed them at 
Elizabeth to buyers from Parker and all around Elizabeth. I’ve sold a lot of horses there and it 
was good to get back there. It’s the memories.”

“You get a good feeling when 
you go to Elizabeth. It’s got a

real Rodeo atmosphere about it. 
The people make it that way.”

BRUCE FORD 2008

A legendary five-time World Bareback Riding 
Champion, Bruce Ford won the 1991 Elizabeth 
Stampede Bareback Championship, was the 
1994 Stampede Parade Grand Marshall, and 
the subject of the official 1999 Elizabeth 
Stampede Art Poster and Rodeo Program 
Cover. The Poster always hung proudly in his 
office at the Ford Horse Ranch in Kersey, 
Colorado.  

“Things like the Poster and being Grand 
Marshall of the Parade, that was a special 
time. If people like you, you like them back.”

“The first year I went to Elizabeth was 1970. 
They told us that you had to travel outside 
your home country if you want to be 
successful, so my brother Glen and I started 
traveling. But I always came back to Elizabeth. 
I competed at Elizabeth every year from the 
day I started until I retired.”

Champions – Bruce Ford

Bruce Ford in 2008 with the 1999 Stampede 
Poster in his office at the Ford Horse Ranch
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Josh Peek has an impressive list of Tie-Down 
Roping, Steer Wrestling and All Around Cowboy 
Championships: Mountain States Circuit Champion, 
National Western Stock Show and Rodeo Champion, 
PRCA Tour Finals Champion, Regular Season PRCA 
Tie Down Roping Leading Money Winner, Multiple 
Year NFR Qualifier, PRCA Reserve All Around 
Champion, NFR All Around Champion, World Timed 
Events Champion and of course, Elizabeth Stampede 
Champion. 

“It’s THE Best Small Rodeo! The hospitality and the 
people and the way it’s run make it the best. The 
committee that runs The Rodeo is so cool to be 
around.”

“I love Elizabeth. It’s important for me because of 
what the Stampede means to Rodeo, what it was and 
what it has become. The past is the key to the future 
for us. The Stampede was a top local Rodeo for a 
long time and it has become a Rodeo that we all have 
to be at today. A lot of the Cowboys and Cowgirls 
here at the NFR go to that Rodeo. I wouldn’t be here 
today without winning Elizabeth this year (2008). It 
really kept my year going.”

“I don’t get to compete in all the Mountain States 
Circuit Rodeos because I need to go to as many of 
the bigger Rodeos as I can to get to the NFR. But I 
will always be at Elizabeth. That run (in 2008) was 
important to me and Elizabeth will always be on my 
schedule This is one of my favorite Rodeos.”

JOSH PEEK 2008
Elizabeth Stampede 

Tie-Down Roping Champion

Champions – Josh Peek

Needing only a 10 second run to win the 
3-run combined time Tie-Down Roping 

Championship at the 2009 National Western 
Stock Show and Rodeo, Josh posted 8.6 and 

got his 2009 season off to an impressive start, 
a season that ended with the World NFR All 

Around Championship.
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Shali Lord is a Lamar, Colorado Cowgirl who started Barrel 
Racing in Little Britches (Youth) Rodeos at Elizabeth and 
other Rodeos in Colorado when she was 12 years old. She 
got her Pro Card in 1999 and competed in Mountain States 
Circuit Rodeos until she bought her horse Slider in 2005 
and began to travel to Rodeos all across the country. Shali 
has qualified for the NFR, won numerous Mountain States 
Circuit Barrel Racing Championships and is the most 
consistent champion in any Rodeo Event at the Elizabeth 
Stampede placing high in the money virtually every year, 
and winning an unprecedented four Stampede Barrel 
Racing Championships. 

“It was great to win again in 2009. My horse Slider really 
likes the Arena. You can tell by the way he runs and the way 
he works. The ground conditions. The Elizabeth Stampede 
really makes the effort. They hand rake after every Barrel 
Racer which makes it really nice because they don’t do that 
at all the Rodeos. It makes the ground a lot better and a lot 
safer. Slider likes that Rodeo. I love coming to it too.”

“The town is great. The Committee works hard. The 
contestants really appreciate the hospitality. They have an 
area for the contestants and their families to go and hang 
out, relax. Some of the Rodeos don’t have it so it’s an added 
plus. The people are friendly. It’s a great place to go and a 
great place to be.”

“Last year (2009) on Sunday, the weather made me nervous 
(wind, menacing black clouds and the threat of severe 
thunder storms). You know what amazed me. They moved 
the other activities and ceremonies to the end of The Rodeo 
and moved up all the events before the bad weather moved 
in so the contestants could still compete and the fans could 
still see them. I couldn’t believe it. That’s something only 
the Stampede would do for their contestants and fans.”

SHALI LORD 2010
Elizabeth Stampede 

Barrel Racing Champion

Champions – Shali Lord

Shali Lord 2010
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JW Winklepleck and Wife Brenda 2008

“The Elizabeth Stampede and the 
Committee treat the guys really good. 
People look forward to it. The hospitality 
goes a long way.”

“Burns Rodeo Company has the best pen 
of bulls anywhere and they raise their 
own bucking horses and they’re coming 
on strong too. You’d be surprised how far 
all that goes with the Cowboys. They go 
out of their way to go to Elizabeth.”

JW WINKLEPLECK 2008
2-time Stampede Bareback Champion

There’s a Winklepleck family connection 
with the Elizabeth Stampede. JW’s Dad 
Ross Rodeoed at the Stampede. JW won 
two Elizabeth Bareback titles in 2002 and 
2007, and his Mom was 1966 Rodeo 
Royalty. JW has also served as the 
Stampede’s Rodeo Clown and Barrelman. 
JW’s great work at the Elizabeth 
Stampede got him hired by larger Rodeos 
including Cheyenne Frontier Days.

Tim Segelke 2008

“I won Elizabeth in 1987, the year before it 
went Pro, and then again in 1994 when it 
was a PRCA Rodeo. I always went to 
Elizabeth. I went every year. It was always a 
fun Rodeo.”

“My wife and I Rodeoed together a little bit 
and when the kids were born, we’d go for 
the whole weekend.”

“How friendly the Committee was and how 
appreciated they made the Cowboys feel, 
that was top of the line. It really is a one-of-
a-kind Rodeo. Everybody enjoys being 
there. You feel like you’re really welcome at 
Elizabeth.”

TIM SEGELKE 2008
2-time Stampede Steer Wrestling Champion

Tim’s Dad and older brother Rodeoed and 
Tim got his Pro Card in 1987. He competed 
for 20 years and was ranked among the Top 
Twenty money winners ten of those twenty 
Years. He topped off his career with two 
NFR’s – 1990 and 1998. 
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“Elizabeth is one of my favorite Rodeos. I love this place. It 
takes a heck of a committee to put on a rodeo like this. It’s a 
blessing for us to be able to come to it. Then we get here and 
they treat us like rock stars. Who wouldn’t want to come to 
this rodeo?“

2010, KELLY TIMBERMAN
WORLD AND ELIZABETH STAMPEDE 

BAREBACK BRONC CHAMP
Source: The Fence Post

“Elizabeth is my favorite Rodeo. You let us know that you 
wouldn’t have a Rodeo without us. Everything you do makes 
us feel welcome. And you treat the people who attend The 
Rodeo the same way.“

2007, BRANDIE HALLS
MOUNTAIN STATES CIRCUIT & ELIZABETH STAMPEDE 

CHAMPION BARREL RACER
FORMER HOLDER OF THE NFR ARENA RECORD 

FOR THE FASTEST BARREL RUN
Source: Conversation with Brandie 

at the 2007 Mountain States Circuit Finals

“I filled my permit at the Elizabeth Stampede in 2000. 
Elizabeth got my career started and I’ll never forget that. 
Elizabeth has always been a fun Rodeo. I like the laid-back 
atmosphere. It’s a real good Rodeo.”

2008, ROYCE FORD
NFR BAREBACK BRONC RIDER

Source: Conversation with Royce at the 2008 NFR
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1988 – First PRCA Year
Bareback
1st Shane Call, 77 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st J.D. Hamaker, 74 pts
Bull Riding
1st Abe Morris Jr, 74 pts
Calf Roping
1st Mike Hadley, 10.9 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Punk McCurry, 4.4 secs
Team Roping
1st Flynn Farris/Mike Macy, 
6.4 secs

1989
Bareback
1st Gordon Griffith, 73 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Dode Givens, 73 pts
Bull Riding
1st Jeff Cathcart, 78 pts
Calf Roping
1st Bubba Flores, 12.6 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Clyde Himes, 4.7 secs
Team Roping
1st Dale Purdy/Doug Purdy, 
8.0 secs

1990
Bareback
1st Craig Black, 78 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Chad McIntyre, 72 pts
Bull Riding
1st Doug Joseph, 78
Calf Roping
1st Ben Grave, 9.8 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st John Lowry, 4.1 secs
Team Roping
1st Rube Woolsey/Kory Koontz, 
6.3 secs

1991
Bareback (Tie)
1st Bruce Ford & Justin Hill, 
76 pts
(Bruce Ford is 5-time World 
Champ)
Saddle Bronc
1st Riley Henson, 78 pts
Bull Riding
1st Cody Custer, 76 pts
(World Champ)

1991 continued
Calf Roping
1st Lane Johnson, 9.8 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Kurt Karney, 5.0 secs
Team Roping
1st Ron Nauta/Shawn Barnes, 
5.5 secs (2nd 7-Time World Champs 
Jake Barnes/Clay O’Brien Cooper, 
5.9 secs)

1992 
Bareback
1st Craig Black, 83 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Eudell Larson, 78 pts
Bull Riding
1st Gary Forell, 87 pts
Calf Roping
1st Cory Priest, 9.5 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Kelly Masters, 3.9 secs
Team Roping
1st Dwight Arnold/Mark Kersting,
7.5 secs

1993
Bareback
1st Craig Black, 75 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st B.J. Alameda, 76 pts
Bull Riding
1st Scot Wheatley, 82 pts
Calf Roping (Tie)
1st Dale Atkinson & Jacy Dickens, 
10.0 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Burl McMillen, 5.0 secs
Team Roping – Two Go-Round 
Average
1st Lee Lancaster/Lynn Lancaster, 
25.3 secs

1994
Bareback
1st Legs McAleenan, 75 pts
(4th 5-time World Champ Bruce 
Ford, 70)
Saddle Bronc
1st Richard Lamoreaux, 76 pts
Bull Riding
1st Joe Latham, 79 pts

Stampede Results & Records

1994 continued
Calf Roping (Tie)
1st Jess Peek & Mike Hadley, 
9.2 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Tim Segelke, 5.1 secs
Team Roping
1st Wade Kreutzer/Ricky Lauridsen, 
6.2 secs

1995
Bareback
1st Chad Westbrook, 77 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Nels E Bowen, 75 pts
Bull Riding
1st Chad Westbrook, 77 pts
Calf Roping
1st Dennis Walter, 10.6 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Kurt Karney, 4.2 secs
Team Roping
1st Jay Ellerman/Jay Wadhams, 
6.2 secs

1996
Bareback
1st Rick Bradley, 76 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Matt Parker, 75 pts
Bull Riding
1st Sid Killingsworth, 80 pts
Calf Roping
1st Jimmy Ferguson, 9.4 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Jake Simmons, 3.9 secs
Team Roping
1st Bret Tonozzi, Jay Ellerman
6.6 secs

1997
Bareback
1st R.C. Paterson, 76 pts
(3rd 5-time World Champ Bruce 
Ford, 74)
Saddle Bronc
1st Neil Barg, 74 pts
Bull Riding
1st Myron Duarte, 86 pts
Calf Roping
1st Ricky Lambert, 10.4 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Kelly Masters, 3.8 secs
Team Roping
1st Randy Polich/Nick Sarchett, 
6.1 secs
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1998
Bareback
1st Gary Gordon, 77 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Tom Brown, 75 pts
Bull Riding
1st Chad Brennan, 80 pts
Calf Roping 
1st Jeff Coelho, 8.6 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Troy Scott, 4.2 secs
Team Roping 
1st Bret Tonozzi/Jay Ellerman
5.4 secs
1999
Bareback
1st Matt Mosher, 79 pts 
Saddle Bronc
1st Bryan Costner, 75 pts
Bull Riding
1st John Pinnt, 79 pts
Calf Roping 
1st K.C. Jones, 8.4 secs
Steer Wrestling 
1st Jim Sherwood, 3.7 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Team Roping 
1st Ron Nauta/Zeke Griffith, 
5.8 secs
2000
Bareback
1st Heath Ford, 83 pts 
(2nd Royce Ford, 76 – filled 
permit. Heath and Royce are 
NFR Qualifiers)
Saddle Bronc
1st Bryan Whitney, 74 pts
Bull Riding
1st John Pinnt, 82 pts
Calf Roping 
1st Troy Pruitt, 8.0 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Steer Wrestling 
1st Phy Lord, 4.1 secs
Team Roping 
1st Kyle Polich/Pat Johnson, 
1st Ron Nauta/Joe Roderick,
6.0 secs

___________________________

Writer’s Note: Results courtesy 
of the PRCA

2001
Bareback
1st Monty Downare, 79 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Dan Erickson, 75 pts
Bull Riding
1st Jonathan Gorzalka, 79 pts
Calf Roping 
1st J.D. Crouse, 9.9 secs
Steer Wrestling 
1st J.D. Crouse, 3.7 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Team Roping
1st Mark Kersting/Wade Kreutzer, 
5.3 secs

2002
Bareback
1st JW Winklepleck, 80 pts
(2nd Royce Ford, 76)
Saddle Bronc
1st Stormy Sagers, 77 pts
Bull Riding
1st Spud Tharp, 84 pts
Calf Roping 
1st J.D. Crouse, 8.1 secs
Steer Wrestling 
1st John Nelson, 3.7 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Team Roping
1st Mark Kersting/Wade Kreutzer, 
5.8 secs

2003
Bareback (Tie)
1st Dave Hoffman, 82 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Matt Ballard, 80 pts
Bull Riding (Tie)
1st Charles Schwartz, 85 pts 
Calf Roping
1st Joe Colletti, 8.3
Steer Wrestling 
1st Bill Claunch, 3.8 secs
Team Roping
1st Ryon Tittel/Jay Tittel, 5.3

2004
Bareback
1st Sam Nordick, 85 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Ryan Rodewald, 78 pts
Bull Riding (Tie)
1st Jarrod Ford & Ross Kleven, 88

2004 continued
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Troy Pruitt, 8.5 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st K.C. Jones, 3.8 secs
Team Roping
1st Lance Fullmore/Roger Rasner, 
5.4 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Jill Kadrie, 17.29 secs
While Barrel Racing was 
held every year, results were 
not listed until 2004.

2005
Bareback
1st Chris Timberman, 80 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Morgan Forbes, 78 pts
Bull Riding
1st Cameron Castleberry, 89 pts
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Kean Edwards, 9.0 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Seth Brockman, 4.1 secs
(2nd World Champ Dean Gorsuch, 
4.4 secs)
Team Roping
1st Miles Williams/Ryan Zurcher, 
5.5 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Shali Lord, 17.04 secs
2006 
Bareback (Tie)
1st Wes Kleven & Matt Mosher, 
78 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Wade Mosher, 82 pts
Elizabeth Stampede Record 
Bull Riding (Tie)
1st Keith Wernsman & Dusitn Elliott, 
84 points (Dustin Elliott is a World 
Champ)
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Joe Colletti, 9.2 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st Chad Van Campen, 4.4 secs
Team Roping
1st Nick Pullara/C.L. Morgan, 5.4
Barrel Racing
1st Brandie Halls, 16.49 secs
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2007
Bareback
1st JW Winklepleck, 84 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Wade Mosher, 82 pts
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Bull Riding (Tie)
1st Jed Moore & Chris Bob 
Bernt, 87 pts
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Jeremiah Peek, 9.4 secs
(5th brother Jon Peek,10.1)
Steer Wrestling
1st Chad Van Campen, 5.1 secs
Team Roping
1st Ty Blasingame/Jesse 
Echtler, 5.0 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Brandie Halls, 16.13 secs

2008
Bareback
1st Kelly Timberman, 85 pts 
(World Champ)
Saddle Bronc
1st Chad Mosher, 76 pts
Bull Riding
1st Cody Hancock, 85 pts
(World Champ)
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Josh Peek, 8.9 secs 
(Josh is 2010 Timed Events 
World Champ. Brothers 
Jeremiah and Jon Peek 
tied for 3rd, 10.7)
Steer Wrestling (Tie)
1st Scott Dorenkamp & Ken 
Lewis, 4.6
Team Roping
1st Cole Dorenkamp/ Jesse 
Jolly, 5.9 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Shali Lord, 16.46 secs

2009
Bareback
1st Tom McFarland, 86 pts
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Heath Ford 2nd 85 pts)
Saddle Bronc
1st Steven Dent, 77 pts
Bull Riding
1st Jarrod Ford, 79 pts

2009 continued
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Clint Lay, 9.2 secs 
Steer Wrestling
1st Clayton Morrison, 5.0 secs
Team Roping
1st Colby Siddoway/Matt 
Zancanella, 4.2 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Barrel Racing
1st Shali Lord, 16.70 secs

2010
Bareback
1st Kelly Timberman, 80 points 
(World Champ)
Saddle Bronc
James Willert, 78 points
Bull Riding
Josh Koschell, 80 points
Jayce Johnson, 10.3 seconds
Steer Wrestling
Gabe Ledoux, 4.6 seconds
(2010 World Timed Events 
Champion Josh Peek 3rd 5.2)
Team Roping
Travis Bounds/Wade Masters –
6.0 secs.
Barrel Racing
Diann Bukowski,16.19 seconds
(4-Time Stampede Champion 
Shali Lord 5th 16.74 seconds)

2011
Bareback
1st Jessy Davis, 85 pts
(NFR Cowboy Royce Ford 5/6 
79 pts; World Champ Kelly 
Timberman 7/8, 78 pts)
Saddle Bronc
1st Townsend Prince, 81 pts
Bull Riding
1st Spud Jones, 90 pts
Elizabeth Stampede Record
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Joe Colletti, 8.8 secs
(2010 World Timed Events 
Champion Josh Peek, 2nd, 9.1 secs)
Steer Wrestling
1st Jesse Jolly, 4.0 secs
(World Champion Dean Gorsuch 
5th, 5.9 secs)

2011 continued
Team Roping
1st Garrett Tonozi/Cody Doescher, 
5.8 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Diann Giffin, 16.08 secs
Elizabeth Stampede Record

2012 Xtreme Bulls
First Round
1st Cody Samora, 86 pts
Finals
1st Nevada Newman, 85 pts
Average
1st Nevada Newman, 167 pts on Two
Head

2012 Rodeo
Bareback
1st NFR Cowboy Casey Colletti, 
85 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Merritt Smith, 76 pts
Bull Riding
1st Cody Rostockyj & Guytin Tsosie,
82 pts
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st Mitch McAdow & Joe James, 
10.6 secs
Steer Wrestling
1st World Champion Dean Gorsuch, 
4.3 secs
Team Roping
1st Calvin Brevik/Kory Bramwell, 
5.1 secs
Barrel Racing
1st Sabrina Ketcham, 16.12 secs
(4-Time Stampede Champion Shali 
Lord, 2nd, 16.19 secs
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2013 Xtreme Bulls
50 Head, One Go Round
Champion Kody Lostroh 90 pts
Elizabeth Stampede Record

2013 Rodeo
Bareback
1st NFR Cowboy Jessy Davis, 
84 pts
Saddle Bronc
1st Morgan Forbes, 80 pts
Bull Riding
1st Patrick Geipl, 85 pts
Tie-Down (Calf) Roping
1st NFR All Around Champion 
and World Timed Events 
Champion Josh Peek, 8.5 secs
(Second Win, also won in 2008. 
Brother Jeremiah Peek 2nd)
Steer Wrestling
1st Beau Clark 4.7 secs
Team Roping
1st Tyson Holden/Ryan Zurcher, 
5.2 secs
Barrel Racing
1st World Champion Brittany 
Pozzi 16.21 secs



ELIZABETH STAMPEDE SPONSORS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF THE RODEO
Businesses and Businesspeople have been important Sponsor Partners with the Elizabeth Stampede 
Rodeo for more than two decades. It is a partnership that pays big dividends for everyone – The Rodeo, 
spectators and visitors, our area communities, and for the Sponsors themselves.
Sponsors make the Rodeo possible. The thousands of fans and families who attend the Rodeo enjoy an 
important aspect of our western lifestyle thanks to Sponsors. And Sponsors are responsible for an 
important community activity that annually draws visitors from all over the Rocky Mountain West. The 
payoff for Sponsors is the exposure, recognition, and goodwill they get that helps build their 
businesses. 
It is impossible to show in this History The Rodeo’s deep appreciation to all of the many Sponsors with 
whom we have partnered over the years. We hope that by featuring a small sampling of our Sponsor 
Partners on these pages, that all Sponsors past and present will be recognized for their important 
contributions to The Rodeo’s growth and success.

Sponsors

KYGO came on-board as the Stampede’s key promotional partner in 
1988. It started out as a pretty one-sided partnership. In the early 
PRCA years, The Rodeo had no advertising budget to buy radio 
advertising. But KYGO saw the opportunity to capitalize on the 
natural affinity Rodeo fans have for country music and supported The 
Rodeo with numerous commercial announcements and on-air 
promotions. They saw a partnership with the Stampede as both an 
opportunity to solidify their radio audience and a chance to give back 
to the Rodeo fans who had helped make them a top-rated station in 
the Denver market. Today, KYGO is the Stampede’s primary media 
partner and advertising source, driving our success and growth.

COORS and COORS DISTRIBUTING started supporting the Elizabeth 
Stampede during its early PRCA years. As a longtime National PRCA 
sponsor, Coors and Coors Distributing saw the opportunity to build 
the Coors brand with one of the region’s top Rodeos by promoting 
the Stampede and Coors’ involvement with it. Today, Coors and 
Coors Distributing continue to be an important Sponsor for the 
Elizabeth Stampede through both promotional support and financial 
support. Among other things, Coors Distributing helps defray the
operating costs of the Stampede and the Elizabeth Chamber of 
Commerce by contributing much of the proceeds from its Rodeo 
beverage sales to the two organizations.

PARKER TRAILERS supplies the horse trailer used by The Rodeo 
Royalty in their travels to other Rodeos in the region to promote the 
Stampede, the Elizabeth community, and the Sport of Rodeo. 
Everywhere the Rodeo Royalty goes, so goes the Parker Trailers 
name, and that gives both the Stampede and Parker Trailers 
incomparable exposure. The support of Parker Trailers means the 
money saved on trailer rentals or purchases can re-invested in 
building a better Rodeo.
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KAT EYES OPTICAL in the Elizabeth Safeway Shopping Center has 
been a local community Sponsor Partner with the Elizabeth Stampede 
for more than a decade. Over the years, Kathy Sweigart has 
contributed both financial support and volunteer support as a Rodeo 
Director and Officer.

BIG O TIRES OF ELIZABETH, located on the west edge of the 
Elizabeth Safeway Shopping Center is another longtime local 
community Sponsor Partner with the Elizabeth Stampede and other 
important community events and causes. The Big O name is one of 
the most recognizable and respected names in the area and it’s 
because Big O believes in giving back to the community it serves.

ADVANCED QUALITY AUTO REPAIR. Owners Debbie and Nikki Ullom 
are enthusiastic supporters of the local schools and 4-H, along with 
many other important community events and activities. Debbie and
Nikki support the Elizabeth Stampede with financial and promotional 
support including allowing the Stampede to use their Elizabeth 
location as the Stampede ticket office for the weeks leading up to The 
Rodeo. 

No acknowledgement of Elizabeth Stampede Sponsor partners would 
be complete without TOWN & COUNTRY FOODS. Simon Moore 
served as a Stampede volunteer and Director. Simon and wife Shellie 
are active in Colorado’s Rodeo community as sponsors and many 
other involvements. Their generosity and financial backing enabled 
the Stampede to establish its popular Friday night Bull Riding Rodeo.

JACE GLICK is one of the area’s most active Realtors has been 
involved with the Elizabeth Stampede as a Sponsor since 1999 to 
increase his client base and because Rodeo is part of his family’s 
heritage – both his Grandfathers were Texas cattlemen. Today, Jace’s 
motivation goes even farther as a Volunteer and Director. He says he 
is “proud to be a small part of such an awesome Rodeo family” and 
serves The Rodeo in as many ways as possible “to insure the future 
success of such a time honored tradition.”

POTESTIO BROTHERS EQUIPMENT provides tractors and other 
necessary equipment to the Elizabeth Stampede that help prepare 
what has been called “The Best Rodeo Arena Ground in the 
Business” for record performances in the riding and timed events. 
PBE’s support saves The Rodeo literally thousands of dollars, and 
that means more money going back into the Stampede to improve the 
overall Rodeo experience for both contestants and spectators. 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF THE RODEO’S CURRENT SPONSOR PARTNERS, SEE

www.elizabethstampede.com



ElizabethStampede.com     Facebook/ElizabethStampede .

“This award is for our volunteers.”
Norm Almquist, Elizabeth Stampede President 2007-2011

Kerri Allardyce Photo

Fifty Years and Counting

1965 to 2014


